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PREFACE. 


Reader, 


Here preſent thee with a 

| Diſcourle upon the Holy 
Chriſtian Faith : which as 

we all profeſs ſeriouſly ro be- 
lieve; ſo ihould we carctully 
| endeavour to anſwer, and adorn, 
with an Holy and Chriſtian Pra- 
Ctice. In this, I have endea- 
voured to give ſuch accounts of 
Almighty God, as may encou- 
rage all good Men to love and 
ſerve him ; and deter all evil Men, 

| from preſuming on his Favour, or 
a pro- 
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provoking his Diſpleaſure. I have 
drawn ont the confideration of 


his Providence, into the uſual 
caſes and occurrences, and ſhown 
how we may live upon it, and 
gre onr ſelves the true com- 
fort and advantage thereof, in 
all events and tranſa&tions. And 
all the other Articles of the 
Creed , I have endeavoured to 
fer oft in ſuch particulars, as we 
are moſt cencerned to know, 
and which may give them the 
greateſt hfe, and power with us. 
In the whole, I have aim'd to 
lay before thee the ſumm of 
Chriſtian Doctrine , that in an 
Age, which abounds with un- 
chriſtian falſhoods, we may keep 
'tedfaſt in Chriſttan Truths : 
2nd that among all the Truths 
of Chriſtianity, we may lay our 
5wr Care and Zeal on Toke 


which 


The Prefate: 
which are molt important, and 
worthy of all acceptance. 


My great deſign in this Frea- 
tiſe, is ro lend what help I am 
able, to thoſe, that ſincerely de- 
fire, and feriouſly fet themſelves 
ro live as they believe, and ro 
make Faith a Governing Grace : 
ſhowing how we may ſerve our 
{elves of it, and' give up our 
Souls to be ordered and direted 
by it, in all our manifold, and 
moſt important cafes ind con- 
cerns. And looking all along 
at this mark, in ww 3s through 
all the Articles of the Creed, I have 
nor ſought to fill up a Book, 
by inſerring all that may be cru- 
ly, or pertinently (aid : Bur 
have applied my ſelf to inſtruct 
thee, if! ſuch, as I thought the 
leading, and governing Noti- 
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ons; to inculcate thoſe, which 
ſeem to me the moſt concern- 
ing, and powerful Truths; to 
ſer off ſuch particulars abour 
them, as ſeem fitteſt to affe&t 
us, or lie neareſt unto Practice ; 
and to note wherein we are to 
follow and attend to them, in 
the courſe, and various exigen- 
cies of our lives. And hoping 
this may prove benchcial to the 
inſtruction , and uſe of plain 
Chriſtians, who have neither lei- 
ſure ro peruſe, nor capacity to 
retain larger Volumes; I have 
endeavoured to treat of theſe 
things with convenient brevity. 
But withal to comprize ſo —__ 
not only of neceſſary , but pro- 
ftable Doctrine, as may be ſufh- 
cient to any Man's guidance and 
encouragement , who will ſet 
himſelf diligently to learn , and 
walk in the light of ir. [am 
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[ am not without hopes, that 
this Diſcourſe may, in lome de- 
gree or other, ſerve che end, for 
which it is ſincerely ſent abroad, 
Viz. of doing ſome honour and 
{ervice to the ever Bleſſed Tri- 
nity, and making an admira- 
ble, and moſt efhcacious Faith, 
more lively and powerful in 
ſome , that profeſs ic. And it 
thou, good Reader , ſhalt reap 
any benefit by it, as thou wilt 
nor fail to give God the praiſe, 
for ſuiting and ſupplying thy ne- 
cefſity, by the weaknels if any 
he employs: fo one thing [ 
heartiiy requeſt of thee, which 
is all the return, that in this 
World I either expect, or defire, 


' that thou wilt thus far remem- 
| ber the poor inſtrument of chy 


Mcicy, as in the fervency of 


2 3 thy 
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thy Devotion , to put up one 
Prayer eo our cormon Father, 
for his Salvation, who with a 
very ready and willing mind, 
has raken all this pains to pro- 
mote thine. 
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Of Chrittian Faith. 


Hat is meant by Faith inCurift. WWre-: 
this ſuitably affett; ui, it juſtifies, © 
avails to Righteouſneſs, An account of ſeveral 
particulars of Chriftian Belief, with the re- 
ſpeftive Aﬀeltions, and Pratlices , that we 
ſuitable to them, All theſe are weaſonably to 
be expelted from them, thingh they do not fol. 
low, where Men mill att inconfiſtently to their 
Principles, and againſt Reaſon, Faith with it; 
ſaitable effetts, the ſume as Faith and Re 
pertance, On this account ſuch effefls aſtrice.: 
fot, when alone, .11 ave Giie oily to it 454 
« «> Kepentarie 
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Repentance in conjunttion, This Faith with 
its ſuitable effefts, was that which juſtified 
che Old Teſtament Worthies. And ir to 
juſt ifie all good Chriftians, hen S, Paul 0p- 
poſes juftifying-Faith to the Deeas of the Law, 
he ſpeaks of the Deeds of the Jewilh Law. 
That which fits Faith for theſe effetls, and 
diftinguiſher the Faith of Saints avd Sinners, 
is, Firſt, T ke furccerity of it. Secondly, Its 
ftrength and firmneſs, This conſiſts in its be- 
ing aſſured. Ard honeſt, or ſeated in one that 
makes conſcience to beep hit wird, And reſo- 
lute, In what ſerſe Faith may be called an 
att of Recumbercy, or leaving and rolling on 
Chrift for Salvation. And the hand, to re- 
ceive and apply bim, Tis no part of Faith to 
believe our [115 ave parden d, nor of infidelity 
to dowbi of it, Of the iziiccence many times 
of ſuch FETIS9 lnd of ſome goed Alens con 
fraence of theiy gwn forgiveneſs. P. 1 
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CHAP. IL 


Tl:iat Jeſus is the Cliriſt from Ancient 
Prophecies. 


Among theſe Prophecies, which prove feſus to be 
the Chriſt, Firſt, Some preſcribe the time 
ef his coming, This they mark out by the 
nearneſs of ſuch netable Occurrences, and Re- 
* clutions, 41 world fall under all Mens ob- 
(erwatior, And by fixing the tery 1} ear he 
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general expett ation of him at that time. Hu 
coming not put off beyond the time appointed, 
for the fins of the Peeple, An acconnt, why the 
Jews,who read theſe clear Notes of the time 1 
their own Prophets, are not convinced by them. 
Secondly, Others aſſign many peculiar, and 
wiſible Notes, whereby he may be demonſtrative- 
/y pointed out ſrem all other Men, As, 1. His 


' being born of 4 I irgin, This in ſome ſenſe 


ſpoken of a Virgin of that time, but! prixcs- 
pally of Meſſiah, and then only fully accom- 
pliſked, when Jeſus came, This cleared from 
exceptio,s, 2, His having the Spirit of Mi. 
races, reſlirg on him, Jo. His Death, with 
the PAirt; lar manner, and circumflances of 
it, Id ni returning to Life again, 4. Hu 
pratting 4% erd to the Jewiſh Sacrifice: and 
Molaick © ovenant, and bringing in 4 New 
one, and a better, to ſupply its defefts, 5, His 
erefling an Univerſal Empire, and appearing 
4; 4 mighty King. This not a Secular, but 
Spiritnual Kingdom, 6G, His converting the 
Heathen World, from their Idol-worſhip, {e- 
ſus ſilenced the Oracles, and caſt the impuze 
Spirits out of their Temples, 1 his an Arpu- 
ment for him, not only 44 accempliſking a Pre- 
diltion, but alſo as tis plainly a Ditine 
thing, The Prophecies of an Univerſal Pro- 
bity, and Peace wnder Meſſiah, cleared vp, 
by an account both of their meaning, axd ac- 
compliſhment, The fore cited Prophecies wn- 
derſtsca of Meſſiah by the Ancient Jews, 
thovrh denicd | ' ſome later in hatred ts cur 


Cj}a5, P. 4<. 
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CHAP. IL 


Proving Jeſzs to be the Chriſt, from othe: 
Divine Teſtimonies. 


feſws proved to be the Coriſt, 2. From the te- 
flimony of John the Bapriſt. John knew 
this by Revelation, and had it confirmed by a 
fign. He was an achnowledged Prophet, and 
of moſt clear and cnrrant fame. And gave 
ths teftimony, before he was prrſonally ac- 
quainted with feſw., 7. From the teſtimony 
of feſras himſelf. Several conſiderations ſhewing 
the vahdity of thus teftimeny, though it were 
in hus own caſe, Thu not impugned by Chriſt; 
words, John 5. y1. ner gives any colour cr 
advantage to Fanatical Enthuſiaſts, 4. From 
his Afiracles, Theſe wo lying wonders, as 
may apperr, heranſe ſhewn in ſeveral 
inſtances mot imitable by Demons, As, 
1. Foretelfing ſutare Contingencies, An 4c- 
count of Demen-Prediftions amang the Gen- 
tiles. 2. Diſcerning Hearts, and Thoughts, 
3. Raiſing the Dead. 4. Caſting out De- 
vil, of moſt ſiubborn ranks , and in great- 
eff numbers and combinations, It may allo 
appear from their imtent and deſign; and 
from their nambers, and the manner of work- 
ing them, No oppoſing the Afiracler, of Mo- 
ſes againſt Chriſt s Afiracles becauſe they 
were wronpht to ſer a/ide the Law of Moſes. 
That Law wat given with 4 deſign to be l- 
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tered, An account how for all that, ſeu a. 
of it; Precepts are juſtly called Statmtes fo 
ever. 5 From the teſt imeny of the Father, wh- 
declared Jeſus to be the Chriſt by audible 
voices, And by raiſing him from the dead, 
and ſhewing him in full poſſeſſion of bus pre- 


rencer, P. 96 
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The Knowledge of God : or, an 
E xplication of the Divine At- 
tributes, and Providence. 
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CHAP..T 
Of che Being, and Actiibutes of God. 


The World declares there 15 a God, Hi 11 as 
alernal Spirit, on when all things deper.d, O*” 
God's Holineſs. Several things explaines, 
wich ſeem to infringe it : 4; when God 1; 
ſaid to harden Mons hearts To 1nfuls Spi- 
ritual blindneſ;, and 4 reprobate ſenſe. To 
ſend 4 falſe Spirit te deceive Ahab: and 
firong delnfien, God oft gives: Men wp te the 
delnufron of evd Spirits, Camtions to prevent 
this, Ts give Men a Spirit of ſlumber, An 
Auonnt, how not withſft anding God's irrecon- 
cilc able batred of fin, it ir ſtill ſuffered in the 
i:or/d, Of Gedi Goodnels. Several falſe 


Notions 
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Notions of it, whit things it chiefly COn- 
fiſts, Of Ged's "Juſtice or Righteouſneſs, 
This ſhown in giving Righteous Laws, And 
paſſing Righteous ſndgments according to them, 
without reſpect of Perſons, Hu Pumtive 
fmftice clearcd from miſplacing puniſhments, 
in prr:ijhing one for anether ; ſins, And from 
miſproportioning them, in allotting eternal 
puniſkmer tr, to mementary /ins, Some ſalle 
a, per /16/ 4s on this jſt (0d wiped off. Of God g 
Preſence in all places. Te effett of this. 
07 hi; Faithfulneſs. This own by imvis- 
[ible perſcormance of his Promiſes : And n- 
terpreting them without evaſion, or ſecret r e- 
(ere, According to their plain meanmyr. 
And by conſtant adherence to his Friends and 
Faithful Servants : which is no encomrage 

ment /or any to return to their former fon: 
Of Geds Wildom. This Lown in ſetting 
a juſt rate and eſtimate on all things ;, (o that 
he uw neither gained, nor loft by worthleſs ſer- 

+ es, In diſcerning the juſt power and force 
of all Means, and [wiceſs of al Methods ;, 
which ſhould beger the greateſt. Reverence fer 
all bu Ordinances. In ſeeing the beft times, 
and ſeaſon, for every purpoſe : ſo that we muſt 
never think any Deliverance too long delayed, 
or Afiition too faft haftened, No reaſon to 
pretend to the Love of God, without loving, and 
1auitating theſe Divine Excellencier, P. 143 
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CHA-P:-I10. 
Of God's Providence. 


God preſerves all things he hath maae, And 
governs them, He obſerves all owr atts- 
#17, And all our temptations, He aiſpoſcs 
of all good eventi, For he gives the fruits 
of the Earth. And Chilarer, And [ucce); 
in buſineſs, Hew this ſhomld influence us 17: 
any emerprize, ſhown 1n ſmear particulars. 

| He gives promotion, And the fat'ur of Mew, 

And life and health to enjoy al other Bleſ 

ſug. And all Spiritual Mercies, He ai [- 

| poſes alſo of ill event, As death of Friend, 
| Unfortunate accidents, that affiiet ws in om 
| Bodies, or Goods, Croſſes, and obſtruttions, 

| in our de/gns and buſineſs, Sufferings from 

ill Men, How God ftints, and governs theſe. 
| No excuſe of their unjuſt violence, to ſay 

they are God's Inſtruments, and follow Pres 

dence. He ſends alſo miſcarriages of State, 
and Government : and preſides in the moſt 
inmultzary, and diftreſſed times, In theſe, 
fill have Faith in Providence, But Ged 
maſt not be called the Amthir, or ſender of 
thoſe evils, which we bring down mpon onr 
ſelves, by eur own faults, or fellier, p.189 
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CHAFE HL 
Of God's Almightinels. 


ils Almightineſs implies, 1. God's Might and 
Strevgth to effet all things, viz. all that ave 
'he ebjeft of any Power, And that are not 
rpngrant t1 h's own Nature, The exerting 
::1; Power creater God mo labowr, He can 
B whatſoever any things of the World can 
19. Toni: an encouragement to all generdus 
Frterprizes, And to build on Providence, e- 
pecially where we have a Promiſe, The v4- 
iue and acceptance of this truſt, in 4 ſeem- 
ingly moſt improbable caſe. And whatſoever 
any things of the World are inclined, &r wont 
to do, he can hinder them from deing. Thu 
alſo a ground of truſt in God, And to keep 
4 in any diſtreſs, from flying to unlawful aids. 
How Ged will wſe this Power, 2, His Sove- 
cipnty and Power, to command, and order 
all things, This incluges, 1, Empire, 44 4 ' 
Sovereign Ruler, What things God may cam- 
mana, The wnalterableneſs of ſome com- 
mands, 2. Dominion, as 4 Sovereign Pre- 
prefer, In what caſes God allots good 0d 
th, ont of his Power of Prerogative, not ac- 
cording to ens pre-diſpoſitions, Where he 
diſpenſes Arbitrarily, ke doth it always moſt 
Wiſely, amd Reaſonably, Saving Grace he 
allots, met in way of Arbitrary Prerep ative, 
bet nccerdivo to Colernte: Rules, And Hea- 
VEW 
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08 and Hell, in way of Legal Trials. A 
brief account of the Reftitude of God's Na- 
ture, which limits his Sovereign Will, from 
the Scriptures, Thu Sovereign Lard and 
Proprietor an All-ſufficiemt, ſo no ſelfyh Be- 
ins, Several good uſes of Gods Sovereign 
Dominion, God ; Majefty and Almightineſs, 
muſt beget fear and reverence. Pp. 232 
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Of the Nature, and Certainty of 
Chriſtian Faith, &<c. 
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| Of Chriſtian Faith. 
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What is meant by Faith in Chriſt, When this 
ſuitably affetts vs, it juſtifies, or avails ts 
| Righteouſneſs, In account of ſeveral parts- 
culars of Chriſtion Belief, with the veſpettive 
At eitions, ana Practices, that are (nitable t9 
them, Ali theſe are reaſmnably tobe expettcd 
rom trem, thyugy trev 49 v6t fl where 
Men wil nt inconiſtertly th their Privciples, 
ard 1v.15't Ren, Frith with it; ſuitable 
{] J > --& , hl 1 F 
effetts, mo 45 Fiitr ana Repentance, 
On this actin [wirr efcfts alcribed to it 


J 
when toni, 5 ave Are only to it and A epen- 


tance in cMnanttin, This Fnith with its 
f 1 [ GC i « oy. _ 4 
jHTFAUs, CCC, WAS 12.7 which juſt ified 1108 
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Of Faith. 


O!ld Teſtament #'wrthie;. Ard 1s to juſti- 
fie all good Chriſtians, When $S. Paul 0p- 
poſes inficging-Faith to the Deeds of the Law, 
he ſpeaks of the Deeds of the Jewilh Law. 
That which fits Faith for theſe effefts, and 
diſtinguiſhes the Faith of Saints and Sinners, 
ir, Firſt, The ſincerity of it, Secondly, Its 
ſtrength and jrmneſs, This conſiſts wn its be- 
ing aſſured, And honeft, or ſeated in one that 
makes conſcience to keep his word, And reſ@. 
lute, In what ſenſe Faith may be called an 
alt of Recumbency, or leaning and rolling on 
Chrift for Salvation, Axd the hand, to re- 
ceive and apply him. Tis mo part of Faith to 
believe our fins are pardon d, nor of infidelity 
to dowbt of it, Of the innocence many times 
of ſuch dowbtr, And of ſome good Mens con- 


fidence of their own f orgivereſs. 


Ince Men are made to live 
for ever, and have Souls 
capable of Eternal Salva- 
tion, What mult they do 
ro ſave them - 

Arſwer, Believe in Chriſt, and regent, For 

t 2ith, and Obedience, wiuch, where Men 

tlave {inn'd before, is call'd Repentance, are 


Onef 1091. 


the conditions of Salvation. 


Be. Is Faith in Chrift one tl.ing nece(- 
{1ry to Salvation ? 

Avſ. Yes. He that heareth my wore, lays 
Our Saviour, 1s paſſed from death nnto /i'c, and 


(Hal rot came into condemnation, |Ohn 5. 24- 


He 1.1 belie.eth the Gofbel, avd i; baptized, 
Jhall 


ju l , - 
Of Faith. 
# ai be ſaved; and he that believeth wat, ſhall be 
demned, Mark 16. 16. 

Qeft, Will all Faith ſave Men ? 

Anſ. No; for the Devils themſelves be- 
lieve, (a S. fames, Jam. 3. 19. Bur the 
faving Faith, is only that which ſuitably af- 
fects us, and works Repentance: Repen- 
eance, as well as Faith, being neceſſary to 
Ecernal Happi 

Queſt Since Faith is in it (elf one part 
of the condition of our Happineſs, and in- 
ſtrumencal allo to work the Reſt, it is ne- 
ceſlary to underſtand well what it is, ar 
wherein a ſaving Faith differs from other 
forts of Faich. Pray what is meant hy 
Faith in Chriſt ? 

Azſ. In general, it 15 the believing all, that 
is declared to w by Chriſt : and {ſometimes 
more particularly ſeme things, that are decla- 
red of bums, The believing what u ſaid by him, 
is called Faith in Chrift, as his Authority 
and Credit is the Ground, and Reaſon of 
our Belief: and che believing things ſaid of 
bim, 25 he himielf is the object of it. And 
when this belief ſuitably aftects us, and we 
{o reſolve, and practiſe thereupon, as may 
be reaſonably expected from Perſons un- 
der (uch Perſuaſjons, then is it imputed to 
us for Righteouſnels. 

Left, Is Faith in Chrift, believing all 
that 1s declared ro us by Ci-#, or a giving 
truſt and credit to his Word ? 

Af. Yes, 2nd ſo the Scriptures intimate, 


tus 


when hey call it fab + of Chi7, that IS, Of Plul. ;. ,. 


TGal. 2. 29, 
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his Teaching and Direing; and, as it is 
*1\72.12.8. ſometimes in the Original, faith * ro Chriſt, 
that is, to him teſtiſying and declaring and 
= 11, Faith or belief of the F Goſpel, and of the 


* r74t/), the Golpel being that Word of 
ruth, which, on his Credit and Authority, 
lie teſtihes and declares to us. Belides, 
Lich or Belief in Criſt, is expreſſed in Scri- 
vue by thee (everal Phraſes, of f hearing 
ara receiting the wird of Chriſt, of * receiving 
the word of God, of f receiving Chriſt, of * re- 


. Cei1)8 the teſtimony of Chriſt, of f coming un- 
, to Chriſt, All which, as is evident from 


the places alledged, being made only (o 
many other words for believing, thow 
plainly that Fait!1 or Belief, 1s che crediting 
of his Word, and aflenting te thoſe things, 
that ae declared by him. Winch declara- 
tions, for their ſurer derivation to After- 
times, were all put in Writing by his Ho- 
ly les and Frngeliſts before their 
Deaths, and are all containd in the Heb 
SCrUPT2T CS, 

©.:/*, Tnoeed, if Fair! in Chrift be a Le- 
ref c; Cijt 5 ord, 1 D.41ly niples hear- 
ag, an. caving 8: andettat Word being 
(err Comntous by lim from CGed, receiving 
If, 1S 4 receiving tre wird of Gils, and belie- 
VINIg 1t ON C7 it $ Autho: Ity, IS YEE in? 48 
teſtia.ory, Pur bow do tne wo cther Plirates, 
of rcceivins Chriſt, and (ming write Chrijt, 
thew the Faith they ccno:2 to be a belief 
of [1s \\ ot © 


il 
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Anſ, To receive one, notes Cifterent things, 
3s it is apply'd to different cates. Men re- 
ceive a Gueſt, whe: chey entertain him 1a 
cheir Houſes; a Ruler, when they become 
his ſubjects ; a Friend, when they admit him 
to intimacies; but a Prophet and Teacher, 
under which notion Chriſt clanns belief, 
when they credit his Deoftrine and Aleſſage. 
And b:caule they who thus believ'd him, 
caive perlonaily to attend and learn of him, 
and affociated themſelves with him, as they 
that retain'd to, and followed him; there- 
fore was this belief of lim, in a literal 
(lenle, A Commg to him, 

9ſt. Doth Faith in Cri? fignitie alſo 
in Scripture, the believing ſome things con- 
Cerning Ciri/? ? 

Anſ. Yes, and tliole too ſuch things, as 
ae apt to beget truſt, and contidence 1n 
lin. For fo, though te Devils know and 
bc/icze the truth of all Chriſt has declared, 
'&t S. /ames ſays they want the right Faith, 
| ain chey only :remble at it, and cannot 
4 hope in the leaſt, chat ever he will do them 
& any good, fam. 2.19. 

| Oneſt, What are we thus particularly ta 
| believe concerning C+ri/t ? 
Arſ. Nor only in the general, That Le 5s 
; the Son if Ged, and the Chriſt or Meltliah, for 
profeſiiaz whereof S. Percy was pronounced 
Blefſed,Mat.1 6.15, 17. butallo particularly,co 
believe that he died jor cnr /ins, tO reconcile 
us unto God by his Death, whence it is 
eſpecially called faith in his bleed, Ro. 2: 35. 
Thar 
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That he roſe apain from the dead, which who- 
ſo believes in his heart, (ays S. Paxl, ſhalt be ſa- 
»ed, Rom. 10.c. And that he is now a- 
{cended into Heaven, and (cated on the right 
Hand of God, there to intercede and me- 
diate for us, till at laſt he ſhall come again 
to judge the World, and eternally reward 
or punuth all, according as their lives have 
becn good or bad. 

neſt. So that I perceive Faith in Chriff, 
15 0ur believing the Goſpel, and all things 
contained therein, concerning God, our 
Selves, or another World, upon Chrift's Au- 
thority. And particularly, believing whar 
he therein declares concerning his being the 
Chriff and Son of God, who died, rote a- 
gain, alcencded to God 5s right Hand, and 
ſhall return again to judge the World, as 
15 alſo expreſſed in the Creed. And that 
for the ſake of his death co expiate ftns, 
God will be reconciled to S1:1ners upon 
their true Repentance ? 

Anſ. Yes, this is the true Faith in Chrif, 
upon profefſton whereof tie Apr fles ar hrſt 
enter'd Men as Diſciples, S. Ferer without 
more aCco B.rpriz''g tle three theuſ.md that 
$aaly receiv d the 11 rd, wherein he tad de- 
Clired to them thele very wthinvs, AF. 2. 41. 
And the Chriſtian Church ever 11 ice ad- 
mitting the;n ro Baptiſm, upon their pro- 
fedling Faith of the 7p77cs Creed, which 
Contains the lame pazticulars, 
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7A By this I perceive what Faith in 
Chriſt is. Pray what wants this to make it 


faving and available unto Ri (neſs? 

P, Only that it CDS od us, Or 
work in us ſuch Godly Aﬀections, Pur- 
ſes, and Practices, as may juſtly be ex- 
d from Men of (uch perſuaſions. 
Aueft. Pray what are theſe ſuitable af- 
gm 2 |] beſt b 

An. y Wi appear, by running 
over briefly ſome of the chief of thoſe par- 
ticulars, which we believe on the word 
of Chriſt, and which are co produce them 
in us. 

neſt, We believe that God is our Father, 
who at firſt made us, and ſtill preſerves, 
and provides for us, with Paternal care and 
tenderneſs. How muſt this affect us? 

Anſ. With Love, Honour, and dutiful 
Obedience. If I be « Father, where is my bs- 
wour ? Mal. 1.6. 

Dazeft. We believe him to be infinice in 
Juſtice, and Almighty in Power, able, and 
—_ tro confer whatſoever is deſirable 
on thoſe that ſear, ſo to inflict whatſoever 
is dreadful on thoſe that affront him. What 
ſhould this beger ia us ? 

Anſ. Reverence, and godly fear, Fear him, 
who when be hath killed, hath Power to caſt beth 
Body and Sonl into Hell, yea, I /ay wnto you fear 
biz, Luk. 1 2. 5. & Matth. 10. 28. 

Left. We believe him to be perfely 
eous, that is, moſt Holy, and Juſt 
True, and Faithful, and Merciful, and 
atient, 
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Patient, and ple:{-4 only with what is ſo. 
How onght we in reaſon, to be influenced 
by this belief? 

Auſ. Made Holy, and Righteous as he is, 
that io we may be like him the Supreme 
Object of all imitation, and find favour in 
lis [.yes. If we hnow that he 15 Rinhteons, we 
Frow that 07 ery one that anth Righteouſneſs, ' 
born of him, Jo. 2. 29. 

Oneft. We believe his Providence or- 
ders all events. Whit thould we do upon 
this * 

An. Be content under 2!! that happens, 
and lay, as the Holy 7/a/mi/?, I epened not my 
mouth, Lecanſe then aidſt it, Plal. 39.9. Or, 
Old Eli, It is the Lord, let him ds what ſee 
him goed, 1 Sam. 3. 18, 

Lneft. We believe, that this Provicei:ce 
will never leate nor forſake thole that fear God, 
Heb. 13.5. that it will make all the evil 
they mect with here, to wo k for their goed, 
Rom. 8.28. That the arfire of rhe Righteous 
ak be granted, Prov. 10.24. That they ſhall 
not want any goed thing, Plal. 3+- IO, And 
that,when they ſeek firſt rhe kingdom of Ged,all 
her things ſhall be aaaed to them, without 
their being /olicirows about them, Aſatrh. 6, 
13, 34. What would one in reaton expect, 
trom Men fo petluaded ? 

1:1. That they tre ft inthe livirg Goa Tim. 
6. 17, that they lay alide ail diftracting /e/t- 
citude, and thaughtfulncſs for outward things, 
Afattr, 6,25, 31, 34+ That they be careful 
*r xc:hinp, bat making their caſe known to 

God, 
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Go, caff all their care upon him, who careth 
{;x them, Phil. 4. 6. & 1 Pet. 5. 7. 

Lneſt, We btlieve he will not forget 
lis woxd, although tne performance of it 
be long delaied, but remember it rays | 
and in due time give it eftect. What (hould 
this work in us: 

A-ſ. Patience and Perſeverance of Hope, 
whercot all kave red, that after they have dene 
the will of God, they may receive the Promiſe : 
It being God's way, for ſome time to exer- 
cile Mens Faith of a Promile, before he ac- 
compliſh ir, Heb. 10. 36, 37. ; 

Leſt. We believe he is able to fulfil it 
when it is moſt improbable, and unlile tv 
take effect, there being no word imprſſible with 
Ged, Luk. 1. 37. and that he will do it. 
What ſhould be the effect of this? 

Anſ. To beget in us a firm Faith, and 
unihaken confidence in his Promiſe: ſuch 
as Abraham's was, for having a Child, when 
both He and his 7#ife were paſt Age for Chil- 
dren; and of having a numerous Iſſue by 
him, when at Gods command he was jult 
about to ſlay him, Rem, 4. 25, 21, & Heb. 
I1.19. 

Dueſt. We believe, that for Chriſt's lake, 
God will give good things to thoſe, that 
ſeek to him ſor them, and that if c/+y ack, 
it ſhall be given, Matth. 7. 7, What thould 
follow upon this opinion - 

Arc/ Prayer and Devotion. 90 that 
whatloever Temporal, or Spiritual Bleſſings 
Men ſtand in need of, they ſhould _ 
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God the Author, and by fe/z: Chriſt the 
procurer of 

Daeft, We believe that i Fe is the Son 
of God, and the Chrift that was ro come 
into the World. would any ſeri- 
ous, and conſiderate Man do, that is fo per- 


luaded ? 
Anſ. Confide in him, and Key and 


ſubmit to him, as a moli juſt of our 
Homage, Truſt ne 

Az We believe this ſame feſus to be 
on What ſhould he in reaſon do, 
who believes and profeſſes that ? 

Anſ. Keep his Commandments, and ob- 
ſerve his Orders. For why call ye me Lord, 
Lord, and do not the things that I ſay? Luke 
6. 46. 

Vee. We believe that he came down 
from Heaven in love to us, to reſtore us to 
God's Favour and Eternal Happineſs. What 
would any ingenmaous Perſon do,that is con- 
vinced of this? 

Anſ. Love him moſt any an o 
ved us, and thank him moſt rely a6 
tirely, for having done, and (t 


for our ſakes. 
Dneft. We believe the cauſe of Ins dying 


ſo painful and ignominious a Death u ; 
the Croſs, was not any il! that he had 
himſelf, but only oor ſms, and that at laſt 


they will bring us to Ecernal Death, unleſs 
we repent of them. What can be expe 


Cted of al! rhat have this kg: 
Aof. 
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A-(. Irreconcileably to hate ſin, and to 
repent and (in no more, leſt they come to 
ſee! the ſame at laſt intolerably, and that 
too without all hopes of remedy, in their 
own Perſons. We mult de to fon, ſays the 
Scripture, - {(ince he died for It, Rom. 6. 6, 8, 
11. And if we judge that he died for xr, his 
Ive, as well as our own danger, will con- 
{train us mot 10 live wnto ownr ſelves, but wnto 
tim that died for w, 2 COr. 5.14, 15. 

Queſt. We believe that he is now in Hea- 
ven at God's right Hand to preſent our 
Prayers, and intercede for us, and procure 
whatſoever we (tand in need of, What 
eftect ought this to have upon us? : 

Anſ. Make us look up ro him with afh- 
ance in his Patronage, and apply to God by 
him with confidence in all our diltreſſes. 
Having ſuch an hioh-prieſt now paſſed into the 
Leavens, (ays the Apeſtlc, let us come bold/y un- 
to the throne of grace, Heb. 4. 14. 

Qnzeft, We believe, that as by his Death 
he purchaſed, fo in Heaven he is tiow ta- 
king up, and preparing Manſions of Erer- 
nal Bliſs, for all ſuch huly Souls, as, by 
purity of heart and life, are fic to partake 
of, and delight in them. Whar mult every 
Man of this belief do, to be r, ue to his own 
(ent: ments ? 

Aſ, Purite | inteif, that he may be 
meet to enjoy, and qualified to relich the 
immaculate pleaturrs, cf thar pure, and (Þdt- 
teſs Place. Every marythat kath this hope in him, 
phrifies himſelf ,cycn 43 (2 ir pure, 1 JO. 3s 3 

} Vorf 
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O-eff, We believe, that at the /af} da 


Chriſt will judge all men according to their deeds, 
2 Cor. 5.10, Eternally rewarding all that 
ae truly Pious, Humble, Temperare, Juſt, 
True, and Peaceable; and eternally con- 
dcemning all that are otherwiſe. What 
thould cvery Perſon do in common care 
and prudence,that is fully perluaded of ris ? 

Asr(. Faithfully ſerve and feir God, who 
will call him to this ſtrict account. He 
!hould be ſober and watch wnto prayer, Pet 4.5, 
>. and be temperate 1n al! things, 1 Cor. 9.25. 
«nd owe nuthing, but love, ro any man, ROM. 
13. 8, and follow prace with all men, and holt- 
15 Without which, no man hall ſee the 
Lo, Hed. 12. 14. 

Queſt, We believe the Holy Ghoſt 1s 
ready to aſlilt us in every good act, and 
lieip al, that will uſe his aid, to be as Holy, 
2s God requires they thould be. What 
would all, that ſeriouſly attend to this be- 
liet, Co upon it ? 

Anſ, Obey his motions, and concur with 
his afhiſtances, and nev'r willully do any 
thing, that will forfeit tlie aid and influ- 
ence, of 1o detireable, and Divine a Gueſt, 
as he is. Have, that 1s, ule Grace, that you 
may ſerve Ged acceptal ly, Heo. 1:. 28. Work 
ent your own ſalvation, for i: is Ged that 
worietl; 1 T16V, Phil. Mi I2, I 3+ and grieve 
not tt Hel Spirit of God, Eph. 4. 30. 

Qreſt, We believe the communion of 
Saints, which implies an obedient ſub- 
miſſion and adherence to our common _ 
ers, 
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lers, and particularly a communion in Pray- 
ers and Sacraments. What would God, 
or Men expe, from a Perſon of this 


belief 2 
Anſ., To keep the unity of the Church, 


and frequent the publick f Aſſemblies, + Heb. 
where theſe Sainrs are to meet, and unite 19. 25- 


in all Divine Offices. 

Queft. So that ro name no more, theſe 
Poins of Belief already mentioned, if du- 
ly atcended to, would influence and a& on 
all ſerious embracers of them, into love of 
God, and Honour, and godly Fear, and 
make them reſt contented in all eſtates, 
and truſt God with all Fucurities, and have 
athance in him in the greateſt Difhculties, 
and thew patience and perſeverance under 
the molt tedious Delays, and purihe their 
Hearts and Lives, and render univer- 
ſally Rightevus as God 1s, and keep them 
Holy, and Humble, and Temperate, and 
Juſt, and Peaceable, thereby ro come off 
well at the Great Day of Accounts. Ir 
would cauſe them to love, honour, and 
obey their Saviour Chriſt, and repent truly 
of all cheir (1ns, and put chem upon Pray- 
ers and Devotions, and keep them in the 
unity of the Church, and the Publick A(- 
({&mblies, and make them encourage the 
G:ace of God, and joyn therewith their 
beit endeavours, all which are only the fore- 
cited particulars. 
| Aviſ.. Yes, where a belief of theſe things 
15, thele fruits may reaſonably be expected 

B z from 
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from it. For they natu;aily ſol! OW On ſuch 
apprehenſ1ons, and accordingly are aſcribed 
to them, and intended to refult from them 
I! the Holy ATS, 'Feurc. E 

Quef. And as it apPea: s 111 theſe, fo 1 
ſuppoſe i It might be made appcar, how we 
are led 01 by ſome Points of Belict, to 
every other Point of Ptactice ? 

I». It might fo, but 1 jucve tlieke tove 
2buncamtly enough, 

Deſt. But although all am ONS US Pro- 
fels to believe theſe Privciples, yer are few 
thus affected withthem, or influenced there: 
by intotheſe practices. 

Anſ. Too true, aias! But therein they 
act moſt unreaſonavly, and are falle ro 
their Own perfuaſlions. Whicreas, if a Man 
has a real behet of theſe things, and will 
both attend or awell upon it, and be true 
tO it, following on whither it leads him; 
11 1tS OWN natural tendency, 2nd according 
tO all reaſon, it would aftect and influence 
him, as has been declared. From this Faith, 
ſuch Fruits are realonably to be expected; 
though where Men act out of reaton, and 
either forget themielves, or, to -atitie 
{ome unlawful luſts, are wilfully {iſe ro 
their own opinioas , no ſuch things will 
follow it. 

£-;/. If Faith be ſuch a ittiile Grace, 
and 1v apt to uther in all othe:s; though it 
be but one in the Root and Cauſe, yer in 
we }:uitend Efeect it will be all Virtues. 


Ave 


oY 
a, 


Of Faith. 


Anſ. Very right, and fo it is. What in 
Nature, Pleaſure and Pain are among the Pa/- 


 {fons;, that 1n Religion, Faith is among the 


Graces, Viz. the Source, Root, and Ground- 
work of all the reſt, which are only its dif- 
ferent expreſſions, according to its various 
Aſpects, as it looks ſeveral ways, and is con- 
verlant about ſeveral Ovjects. For as Plea- 
ſure, {ſimply offer'd and apprehended, be- 
gets Love; if offer'd as abſent, eſpecially 
45 remote, it turns Deſire; if as attainable, 
chiefly when «bat attainment ſeems near, 
it becomes Hope ; if as attainable ſurely, 
Contidence : and as Pain doth the like, 
with the Paſſions oppoſite : So Faith, as I 
ave obſerr'd, when ic is of God's Pre- 
cepts, turnz Obedience ; when of his Threat- 
nings, Fear and hivly Awe; when of his 
Promiſes, Hope and 'I'rult ; when the tlungs 
promiled are t9 be (ought of him, it be- 
comes Pra.ers and Devotions; when they 
are delaied, Patience and Perſeverance 
when they are beſtow'd and receiv'd, Thank- 
fulne(; when 'tis of his Providence, it 
ru:n3 Contentedneſs; when of the horti- 
ble nature and effets of (in, Repentance z 
when of the ſpotleſs rewards of the other 
\World, purification of our Hearts and 
Lives; when of the laſt Judgment , uni- 
ver{al Innocence, that may ſtand the trial 
of it; when of God's Purity and Perfecti- 
on, Imitation of him, or being Righteous 
as he is3 when of Cirift the Lord, and his 
Laws, keeping the Commandments; when 
D 3 Of 
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of the Holy Spirit, and his aſſiſtances, godly 
Care and good Endeavours; when of the 
Communion of Saints, keeping Unity in 
the Church, and attending Publick Ordi- 
nances. So that according to ſeveral ob- 
jects, and occaſions, this one Principle of 
Faith transforms it ſelf into ail ſhapes, and 
becomes all Duties, which are all therefore 
aſcribed ro it in the Holy Scriptures. As 
when it 15 ſaid ro quench the | ery darts of the 
wicked, Eph. 6.145. to overcome the worla, 1 JO, 
5. 4. to parifie the heart, Ct. i5. 9. tO be 
the Grand Parent of all Righteous doings, 
which are therefore called an cbeatence, or 
righteorſneſs of faith, Rom. 4. 11, 13, & C. 
16. 26, And when the good deeds of the þ 
beſt Men, ſuch as Noah, Abraham, Moſes, 
Daniel, &Cc. are attributed to it, Heb, 11. 

Of. And is it from this effecting all 
Virrues, that it ſtands adorn d with all Pri- 
vileges, and that ſuch Promiſes are made j 
ro it when named alone, as are due only to 
t, and ajl others in conjunct'o:12 

Anſ. Yes, ſuch as that thereby we are the 
Children of God, Gal. 3.26. and atiae in the 
Sn , and in the Fatrer, 1 Joh. 2. 24. and 
have Chriſt dwelling in us, Epli. 2. 17, That 
it juſtifies KS, Rom. ©, Is mabes Hs righteous, 
Rom. LO, JO, £2115 the remi(ſion of /ins, Rom. 
3. 25. ſaves us, /oh. 5. 24. All winch, though 
they manifeſtly require Repentance and O- 

1ence, are yet in the places cited aſcribed 
to Faith, becauſe, as opportunity ſerves, and 
objects call for them, it is ptoductive of 
them both, Queſt, 
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Qweſt. You have fully ſhewed what ae 
chote tuitable affections, which Faith is to 
work in us. And thereby I perceive plain- 
ly, that Faith with its ſuitable effects, 15 the 
lame in other words, with Faith and Re- 
pentance,whichat firſt you ſaid was tne way 
for Men to ſave their Souls. But will not 
Faith ſave us, and be imputed unto us for 
Righteouſneſs, till we are thus affected with 
it, and act according to our perſuaſions ? 

Anſ. No, without this it did not fave 
good Men in old Times, nor will now 
{ave us. 

Oneft, The 01d Teſtament Worthies, both 
before the Flood and after, were accounted 
Righteons, and ſaved by their Faith, as the 


Scriptarre f teſtifies. Bur was not Faith ac- f Heb. 11: 


cepted of them, unleſs it thus influenced 
and affected them - 

Arſ. No, 'tis plain it was not, from the 
particular accounts of thoſe Worthies. 

.2nueſt. Pray make that out in inſtances, 
which will be a clear proof in this caſe. 

nſ. Firft, Noah became Heir of the Righte- 
on/ne/1 by Faith, by believing, ina ſinful and 
ſecure Generation, that God would bring 
the general Flood upon the World. Bur 
that was, when he fear'd, and acted as one 
(0 perſuaded, Or being moved with fear, prepa- 
1d an Ark at God i command, to the ſaving hs 
Own hon/e from it. By which Fear,and prepa- 
ration of the Ark upon his Faith, as S.Pas/ 
notes, he condemned the world, and became heir 
of the Righteouſneſs which is by faith, Heb.1 1. -. 
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Azam, /loſ:1 was 2ccepted, for believing 
the poor 1/reelite;, who were then all op- 
preficd (laves in Epyr, tobe tor all that the 
People f Gea, but tit was, as in puriu- 
ance of that beliet, Le refw/ca 19 be called the 
Sen of Pharachs ivranghicr, thc greatelt to- 
nour and Wotldly good he hid in Egger, 
anc choſe rather ro {1de, and beat affuction 
with them, Yea furiher, a3 it God's com- 
mand, and in contidence of his Þrelence 
with them, ke for {oe F : vpt, "! fearing the 
wrath cf the Kits, wio, 3510 mult needs 
think, would be molt highly incented at his 
carrying away 10 great a Bocy of a Labo- 
110us, and Drudging Peopic trom Tun, Heb. 
11.24,25,26,27, His Laith t> allo cried up, 
for believing God would paſs orer 4.) the 
Houſes of the Iſraelites, when lie went to 
{\.ty all the prſt-born among the Epypiians, 
$zluit the acceprance of this, as S. Pal notes, 

» through that Faith, he obey 'd God, 
fy weep the Paſsover, ar tc [prink/ing of blood 
17 the linte!, and the Two fide peſts of their 
Do rs. which God had made the COnCi 


- tion, and * roken of thcir being preſet v'd, 


ver/e 28, "Ts celedrared, laſtly, for beue- 


ving ; God's f l” onnle t() di vide 110 waters of 


the rc& [ca, and MIKE tn im Nand as a Wall 
On Eitl}cr (1de, th] he w.! patld over. Put 
ail the Praite of this butief, Was 4s in Vit- 
twe of 1it, he venturd hiuniclt and People, 
berwixt thote Mountains of \V ate;, and 


þ* FILE ti; ongh 1s 1f it had beer ai Y [ ind, as 


(> Xt rected, tr [c 2 9, 


Thirdly, 
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Thirdly, The Harl« Rahab was preſer:d 
25 S. Paxl, and juſtified as S. /ames lays, for 
believing that the * God of 1/racl was ſtronger * \0!h. : 
14:48 al Gods, and had given fericho te the 1/- Sd. 
-«cliter, But that, as we are exprelly told, 
was only as in purſuance of that belief, the 
-turn'd to that fide, which the ſaw God 
eſpouled, and concealed the ſpies , and ſent 
them Away in peace, James 2. zj. & Heb. 

Eh 34; 

Laſtly, Abraham, whilſt he } dwelt in Me- Te ; 
{epotamia, accepted for believing, that * God ©: * 
would give him another land, wherein he ſhould <4 
crow tobe 4 great nation, But that was,when 
1 vertue o that bclicf, at God : command he 
icft his own country, and obey d tO wander, 1: 
lxowing whither he went, in (earch of that 
Seat and Inheritance, which God had cho- 

{cn for him, Heb. 11. 8. He was eſpecial- 
S !y juſtified for believing God, when he pro- 
$ miled * to make is Son Iſaac a numerons, and * _ Fp 
blejſed people, But this was, as in Power of _—_ 
that Faich he ſtuck at nothing, but at God's 
command readily offered him up when hc was 
tried, acceunting that God was able to raiſe him 
wp, even from the dcad, to veritie that Pro- 
miſe to him, Heb. 11. 17,18, 19, His of- 
;ring up Iſaac 1n virtue of that Faith, f«lfiled 
that Scripture, which ſaith, Abraham belicued 
God, js it was imputed to him for Righteouſ- 
neſs, as S. [ames (aith, /am. 2. 21,23. 

Leſt. 1 (ee plainly from thele inſtances, 
that Faith when it had theſe ſuicable et- 

ſ*c:'s, was the thing God imputed for 
Rigtiteouſnels 
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Righteouſneſs to the Old Teſtament Wor- 
thies. They were all Righteous through 
Faich, not whilſt Faith was only an idle be- 
lief, and ſpeculative Notion, but when they 
feared, and ated, as any rational and con- 
ſiderare Man would do under ſuch perſuaſli- 
ons. What have you to add more, to 
ſhew the (ame of us Chriſtians? 

Axſ. The Faith that will avail and ſave 
us, we ate plainly told, is a Faith that 

1. Aﬀects our Hearts, and renews all 
within us. It muſt beget Hope and Traft «i» 
Ged, the Devil: faith being rejected, becauſe 
they only tremble at God's Word, and dare 
not truſt ir will do them any good, bo 2, 
19. It muſt produce Charity, which, ſays 
S. Panl, * fulfils the Law of the Second Ta- 
ble, and leads into every other Duty. For 
Charity is the end of the Law, out of faith wn- 
feigned, 1 Tim. 1. 5. and the Faith which 
avails to the hope of righteouſneſs, is a Faith 
which worketh by love, Gal. 5.5, 6. Inſumm, 
laſtly, it muſt c/eanſe the Heart, whence, as 
our Saviour obſerves, * all evil doth procede, 
purging out the 0/4 Man of Pride, Anger, 
Envy, Luſt, ec. and planting therein the 
New Man of Humble, Pious, Pure, and 
Virtuous Tempers in its ſtead : purifhing the 
heart, as S. Peter (ays, A. 15. 9. and 1 Pet. 
L.'28; T&. 

2. Reforms our Practice. The Namber: 
that believed acceptably, twrned wnto the Lord, 
ſaith S. L»ke, Act. 11. 21. The Faith which 


eavailcth, worketh by love, lays S. Pani, Gal 5.6 


it 
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it evercomes the world, (aith S. fohn, LJ £4: 
it makes #5 free from fin, (ays Our Saviour, JO. 
8.32, Itmuſt carry us on to good deeds, 
25 it did Abraham to leave his conntry, Heb. 
11. 8. and tO ſacrifice his fon, Jam. 2.21, 22. 
and 245 1t did Rahab to receive the ſpies, verſe 
25. A working Faith is the only Faith 
that hives; for faith withcut works is dead, Jam. 
2. 20. 4s the body without the ſpirit is dead, [3 
ic Laith without works dead, verſe 26, It 15 
the only Faith that profits; for if a man [ay 
he hath faith, and have not works, what doth it 
prefit? verſe 14. It is the only Faith that 
faves, and juſtifies. /f 4 man ſhows fauth 
without works , can faith ſave him ? Abraham 
w.1s juſtified by works, verſe 21. and Rahab 
was jnſtified by works, verle 25. ye ſee ther, 
how that by works a man 1s juſtified together 
with Faith, and net by faith only, verſe 24. 

Q»eft. If there is no Juſtification by any 
Faith, but what reforms the heart and pra- 
(ice, I perceive in the queſtion of 7«/ti..c-- 
tion, we muſt no longer oppole Faith and 
Obedience, but take care to ſecure both, ic 
being, as S. Par! faith, a working faith, or, 
as Y. /amer, faith and works together, tl;at 
juſtihes us. 

Anſ. Very right. 

Luft, Bur doth not S P.1»!, when he 
ſpeiks of our muſt ifccation, lay It 15 by faith 
without the dceds if the law? Rom. 3. 28. 

A»/. Thoſe deeds, ate the deeds of the 
{cni/h Law, chiefly ſuch diltinguiſhing ones, 
as Circumciſion, Sacrifices, femiſh Holy Days, 
and 
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and obletving the Afoſaick arfferences of clean 
and iimclean Meats, Thele, {ome Zelets for 
Aleſes preſſed upon the Gentile-Converts in 
many hurches, (aying, E xcept ye be circum. 
ciſed after the manner of Moſes, ye cannot be 
/ared, At. 15.1. And when lome ſtarted 
up at Reme, to preſs the neceſſity of the 
{ine to Juſtification there, S. Pa»/ oppoſes 
a'l ſuch deeds, and tells them they muſt 
10t (eek to be juſtihed as /ewr, but as Chi. 
#ians, So what he rejects, are Moſaick 
aeeas, Or any others wnarr [mh qualifications, 
as the Jews ebtruded, and wicd up for Righte- 
enſnels, 

Queſt, Pray what are thoſe? 

Anſ. Firſt, They ſet up a mere Humane 
Righteouſneſs, in outward Al r, This 15 Righte- 
ouſneſs in Civil Courts, where the Judges 
are Men, that cannot ſec tlie Heart, bur 
judge and pronounce according to Over:- 
Attiens, And the Law of 17ſes being the 
Law Of thei: C ommon- Wealth, yhoſe Breaches 
were triable in their own Conrts;, they E- 
ſteemed themlelves Righteous in the eye 
of their Law, as the World doth in calc 
of other Political and State Laws, when they 
are not liable to be brought in Trouble, or 
Indicted upon them before any of their 
own Tribunals. This fenſe of their Legal 
'. Rightconſ ſr, was Currant * among the x1 
toys, And foſepims, a learned few, who [1i- 
ved and floutithed in the Ape/ff/es own Days, 
aſſerts it in no leſs an inſtance, than that 
of Sacrriledze :; * worderive at ['slhbins, an 

([Ffr- 


f 
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ehc wile Praiſe-worthy Writer, as he lays, for 
alcribing God's exemplary Þ engeamce ON An- 
tiochus Epiphanes , tO his Sacrilcage only de- 
fien'd upon the Temple at Elymais. Where- 
as, lays he, 1} he only intended, but did not ex- 
ecute and effeit it, he did not deſerve to be pu- 
niſhed for it, And accordingly, in S. Pax!'s 
accounts of the fewiſh Righteouſneſs, he 15 
careful ſtill ro call it a * — or * Rom. 4. 
Rightesuſneſs of works, AS C iſting only in 2, 
things brought on to act and practice. And yy? 
meaſuring themſelves thus only by Exter- 
nal acts, as cognizable before Humane 
Courts; the orderly Livers among them, 
made no more ſcruple of aflerting their 
Righteouſneſs in the Eye of their Law, 
tian any good Subjects do in pleading their 
Innocence as to the Laws of their leveral 
Countries. As we find the Joung man did 
[) our $4viow, When he poled hum upon 
the Ten Commandments, (aying, all theſe thirg; 
have [ rept from my youth mp, Matth. 19. 18, 
19, 20, And as S. Paxl did, in fetting ff 
lis /ewiſh Confidences, ſaying, That ronching 
the Righteouſneſ i, which i; in the Law, he was 
Llimeleſs,1. E. not to be blamed betore any 
of their Tribunals, P-\. 3. :. 

Leſt. Bur did not ſome tihines in che 
/ewiſh Law, extend to Mens Hearts and Spi- 
r:t1, Particularly among the Ten Commund- 
ments, 15 there not Oxc, viz. the Tenth, which 
forbids all inward coverir2 of what is our 
Neighbours 9 


An, 
97, 
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Anſ. Yes, but there being no notice ta- 
ken of thele, nor punithments inflicted for 
them in their Courts, the Dettors, as may 
appear from what I have ſaid, looked on 
chem rather as Counſels of Perfection, than 
ſtrict Laws of Righteouſneſs. Or if as 
Laws, yet (uch, the Breaches whereof were 
{uthcicntly atoned by their Daily, or An- 
nual Sacrifices : which /anttified, as S. Pal 
ſaith, to the purging of the fleſh >, LE. tO 1N- 
deranitie them before Men as to their Car- 
nal, Secular Intereſts; though not to clear 
them before God, or make them perfett at 
pertaining to the conſcience, Heb. 9. 9, 13. 

Dveft. What other Qualifications aid 
the fews Cry up in thoſe Works, which | 
they depended on to make them Righte- } 
Ous 7 

Arſ. Secondly, Their merits, For they (et 
up a proud, boaſtful Righteouſneſs, which 
ſhould challenge the reward by way of 
merit and equivalence: not being content 
to reap all the Benefit, unleſs they could 
allo arrogate all the Glory and Honour of 
It to themſelves. 

Queft, Whereon could they pretend to 
erect this 

An. On two Foundations. Fir?, The 
Power of nm al freewill, athrming their 
good deeds to be wrought in virtue of their 
Own ftrengh, withour which, wharevet 
Gly there mighr be in the';*, it could be 
none of theirs, They thou;:t they had 
AG..ity envuvlh, for 2!l che Rightcous works 

they 
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they were to do, upon the ſock, of Nature: 
and needed no inward and A LEnE, 
but a meer external Revelation, Or dead Let- 
ter, 2s their Law is tiled in * Scripemre, * 2 Cor: 
And all this Power, they aſcribe to Nataral * © 
free-will (ince the fall. For the goed, which 
Adam did before it, f (ay they, was as a pure t See 
intelligence, out of receſſity of Natwre. But —— came" 
' WH hi: cating of the forbidden tree, of the Knowledge 
| of good and ill, brought him, and his Poſterity, Righteoul- 
WH don ro free will, or an indifferency to ei- *, c. 2 
 W cher. Which liberty, they make moſt ab- 
ſolute ever ſince: and accordingly interpret 
that common ſaying among them, AU things 
are in the Hand of God, but the fean of God, 
to note ſuch abſoluteneſs of our free-will 
4 to good, as has nothing to controul it. 

Secondly, On the intrinfick worth and v4- 
lue of their own deeds, making them to de- 
ſerve Heaven by way of equivalence. 
They were the great afﬀecters, and aſpuers 
after merits, * ſaying, That happineſs by way * Sce 
of reward, is far greater, and more magnificent, Mt. Smith, 
than by way of mercy, And they were the _ 
great aflerters of them, claiming the re- 
ward on ſuch deeds, as f excladed grace, and + Ro. 11.5. 
were aimed all for * beefting, as S. Paul ſays * Eph. 2. 
of them. And ſeveral Rules of eſtimate * 5: 
and valuation they had, to ſecure this to 
chemſelves : f one was, from the number and +Mr.Snit!, 
tale of their good deeds, if they had but Gone © 3: 
one mere good, than bad attions, to make their 
merits preponderate their demerits, Another 
Was, from their weight and importance, if hey 

ha 
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had either the Skill, or good Fortune, t9 
make choice of ſuch, as od let moſt by, which 
might be put in the Scale avainft ſeveral ethers. 
Nay, /«ch in their account was the deſert of 
every good worb , if they continued to heep any 
one of their Sixteen hundred and thirteen Pre. 
cepts, Out of Love to it, and not from any 
worlaly reſpeft , though at the ſame time the 
reſt were neglefted, Or if, when they had 
nothing elſe to produce, they could but 
ſay they were the natural Scea of Abraham, ( 2 
ground of Jewiſh conhidence tax'd by * S./o/n 
the Baptif ) and were literally circamciſed, 
they thought there was enough in them to 
merit the future reward. And being thus 
liberal in undervaluing what came from 
God, and over-valuing what they did for '* 
bim : whilſt they thus (et their own ' rates, 
they were ſure not to want deſert enough 
for the greateſt recompences. Yea, (0 far, # 
as to make out their common ſaying, that } 
all Iſraelites ſhall have a portion in the world t1 | 
come, And for all theſe things, ſufficient 
teſtimonies are produced by learned Men 
out of their own Writings. 

Oneft. So that I perceive the /ewiſh deeds, 
ſet up for Righteouſnels by their Door, 
were the deeds of their own Law, eſpeci- 
ally thole diſtinguiſhing Laws, which were 
peculiar to themſelves. And thote not any 
ſecret and {; ;ritual, but only external as, 
\uch 2s fell under the cognizance of their 
own Courts of Juſtice. W-ich were cried 
up for Righteovinets, as performed in vir- 
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te of cheir own ſtrength, and meriting the 
reward by their own worrcth and exce!- 
lence. 

An. Very 1ight. And the aſlerters of 
ſuch works, mult needs be under a great 
ſurpriſe, to hear of Juſtification by Golpel- 
dutics. Extending not only to Overt-Acts, 
but cheir Hearts, and Spirits z which were 
to be performed by the help of God's in- 
ward f owoy and rewarded through Chriſt's 

merits, and God's merciful acceptance. And 

their way of meriting acceptance, by meer 
BB external AMoſaick works, performed in ver- 
| rue of their own free-will and Humane 
; © ſtrength, being in all its points a way of 
| # their own ſetting up, but diſowned and re- 
' '7 jected by God, S. Pax calls their own Righte- 
, Þ onſneſs: and oppoles to the other, of be- 
| & ing eſtecmed Rightecus through Cori#'s 
» & merits, and God's merciful acceptance, ofi 
Faith and Obedience to the Goſpel, vroughc 
by the help of God's Gracez which he calls 
God's Righteenſneſs, and the Righteouſneſs of 
faith, Phil, 3. 9. & Rom. 1c. 3, 5, 6. 

Onrf. Do the Apei/e;, in their diſputes 
of Juſtification with the 7c:»-, fer themſelves 
to beat down theſe poin:s - 

Ar/. Yes, and more cipecially S. Paul, 
both at Reme, and G41, and other places. 


works of 1c Law, jrall n) fl be juſtified, o 3 
that the Gentiles muſt not [14 lire few: - bar 
only by 7ith and cbedience of Chriſt, or f faich 
working by Ive, 's that the natural fews muſt 

C jive 


For in, this matter tlicy declare, how * by the * rem; 


&f Fatt h. 


live 2s Crijti..ns, That t!.4s (Dedience «- 
vai's, WEN It 13 no! ON. with the entward, 
but allo with the #-wrara Nan, containing 
-- topethicr Vati the exte. nal PLactice, a * vc 
rewal of the mini, a f circum n cf the heart 
and ſpirit, 2nd - hn MOW CTIC.!ULNVG, Se | at us 
wi! Oug, tin us, not tluoutl meer rowmare 
ſire: "tt but the 11 ernal Prace 6! G ' {0 4 
| ro berruly the } fruit «/ a $y.rit, and tie 
rei'icmlth of the Hol G hs Aud tial the 
Golpe! offering ſuch inv A > Grice, 15 tiere- 
UFO) miniſtry oþ 'q) e Spirit, me 1 miniſtr a- 
41 Rigctoonſ,.o/s * but that the Law Walt 
ting it, 5 tteelore only an external Rever 
Latin, a miniiireutc? of tlc letter, of acai, 
a (9:4 mndtion, Will) {Cemg if * (61/4 nit 
ae ie nt required, but only an out- 
45e"6- 1 how to cad It, {*Wereloe 
»ſne/s Could! 1:4! come by it. 1 o« (1141S 
ouuted Righteou tack, only in viitue of 
| "gs ,n ly Clif, nd of tie merit of Fa 
tit PUrcnaling the | pr donef our 

1d Uhew thc . AEpT 1/6 0; UM ſerraces : 
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a. Callnacd. L iſt'ly, inſtead of tl:e 

MN (er and excliange, 1 o__— oh 
dgainlt bad actions, Or ln. crit 4g.chull - 
merirs; tley tell us, that he who cont nu” 
tO * offerd i: ore point, IS AS liable tO be CO 1 
Gemmned, though not to fo fore 2 pu; nit 
ment, 2S /e tint ys pontt'y of al, And all 
he, who {ftcctely enderr ours tf ks eP 
alter 'fe ku d 16 the mcſt, mnt / y» 7 "Wh 
done mo mere tian his duty, and :& (till as wn 


prefitable ſervant, Ai! which, go ith [unciry 


othe's , evety where oblſervabi2 by any 
careful peruier of the Apoſt..ical 111i:ings, 
Ire C1:ECt! y Ievclied againſt the fo:claid 
fewih Yenets, 

Lnrf. And uct jewiſh Deens, you (ay, 
are the deeds of the law, winch S. Pan! OP- 
poles. Rom, 3, 28, 

A-f. V<$ 

Deſt, Indeed the Apcfties Diſpurati nn 
there of fufti cativn, 1; evidently ayainitt tlc 
fews, 

Anſ. Yes, anc! tie viay whereby they 
ſougint to be jultine<, wis by the Lt 1 Aye 
es, Thar they cr wp, as the vi ewe i.uie, 
and Difpentur:on ot 1s. enteoulyels and 
Perfection : 1-1 arr t/ed, a5 he Eeclares, 
that flumbliry fre, Row, 9. 31, 32 And 
they Looked ft be jultiuicd OY It, 11 21770 


4 = 4 2 ! —_—_—— aPb ' "> (#1 o- 
any ” i +4 s .C!F-O1V #70 Fer 1% | [14vVe (121% d, 
#\. . 6 g , o,*?7 . af ®: 
noe throug'y tle merit of Clrilt's Sacrifice, 
and fie (vcore ©f (i 1 p,! 47 C6 er OTENcees :* 
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ef none eFel! to them, and that they were falen 
or” Gal. 5. 2, 4. 
: Bur is it clear he ſpeaks of ſuch 
't enith deeas 4 

Yes, becauſe, as I fay, fuch were 
"og 2 he the /ews, againtt whom he argues. 
Nay, as he adds, they were luch, as ould 


make it neceſlary for a!! Men to tun 7ews. 
Fo th. t wav, fays he, Grd mw vid be the God 
of e285 341), and not of tle Gentiles, VeErle 
"9, Pelides, ney are [1:ch; works, as are a 
vround of * bo.r/ting, veric 2>, and make rhe 
rewara rechoncd OM! of welt O7 delert, without 
grace, Or being behoiden for it, Rom. 4. 4. 
evelidig grave as being 11conſiſtent vi 1th it, 
Keys, 11.6, And {0 the cvs believec, and 
taught of theirs , accounting Heaven 2 jult 
2nd delerved Wages for their works, with- 
oat any need of Redemption by Cir:/?'s S2- 
crifce, as I have already thewed. 

Leſt. And S. Pas!, though he cenies 
ſuch 7ewi/b works, aflerts works after the 
Chri;an Faith , wrought im us by God's 
Grace, and accepted through Chriſt's Sacri- 
_. 70 faſtitie and inake us Righteous * 

. Yes, in the very fame Verle, where 

171 the rejects the L.tw of works, that is few- 

;h works, he ceclares we are jultihed by 

xr og Law, V12. the Law s/ Faith, in DCTt - 
forming what 1t 1mpoles, Kom, 3.27, Ard 
the Faith, which avails ro Righteanſneſ; in 
Ciniſt 7e/us, he lays, 1s a working Faith, Gal. 
5. 6. And the 1zme 5. Pant ſpeakirg ot 
*Þe Faich. winch juſtihed tlie Ancient 
Voerthies. 
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Wortlies, particularly notes thoſe corre- 
(pundent Aﬀections and I ractices, which 
t produced in them to make them Righte- 
@us. As Neah's boly fear, and «bedience 1n 
building of the Ark , though all the while he 
was laughed at for his pains, by a merry 
and ſecure World; _ Aoſer's quitting the 
hikeſt hipes and honowrs of Eeypt, tO afſociare 
with the pertecured People of God ; and 
Abraham's leaving his Country, and ſcrificing 
kis Son ar God's command; and all the other 
;nſtances above-mentioned. 

neſt. By what you have ſaid, I plainly 
perceive, that a woi king Faith, or a Faith 
that ſuitably influzaces and affects us, is 
che Faich that always did, and always mult 
recommend Men to Almighty God. Which), 
when the Serip:;r-2 contents 1t (elf barely 
to imply the effects, ic ſimply calls Faith 3 
when it would (peak our, and expreſs both, 
it calls Faith and Repentance. 

AAnſ, Very right. 

2neſt. But lince alt Faith doth not art- 
chieve theſe noble feats, and all Graces do 
not grow upon this {lingle ſtock in all Be- 
LCVErS3 Pray what are the great proper- 
tes, that fit Faith for thele effects, and di- 
ftinguith the Faith of choſe that thow 
thele Fruits, from the Faith of thole that 
want them - 

Arſ, They are reducible, I think, to 
5 Two, che /incerity , 2nd the ffrorgth 
cf ir. 
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\\at mean you by the ſcrcerry 


, 
jt, That if be real ana unteipred, 
Not a mee; pretence of Lich, under Which 
I-fire's nay Cilguile themielves among 
Cluittians, to be truſted or empioied. Nor 
2 meer outlide proſefliion, which unthink- 
ing Men may chuſe and put on, as they do 
their Cloathes, without looking for any 
further |caſon , than to be in the fathion, 
3nd which tNey Can :s. calily and reaculy a; 
ter 2Y%a1n, 5 the Y CO tho: Habir, when the 
Mode 14!! rom. But 2 rev. miſe boiief 
ang pe: faaftton. It 5: 4 rr ference Fil, 
that dS. Pi comments 111 7.770713, 2 . FRM. 
1!) "tr ; Xo cn 
{-aitly Or 
4 (| ACA? 
pe. r1/1e, 
eve like £0 
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lieved. The Beliet that /ctes, ſays S. Par, 
is 4 Belief with the heart, as well as with the 
head, Fom. 10, c. And the Faith, which 
avail; ty Bighteouſneſs, works by love, Gai. 5. 
5.6, And therefore they are never like tc 
prove fruitful Believers, whoread and credic 
the Stoty of /e/us, and the things cf Chri- 
ſtizity, as they would the Story of C-/.» 
Or Alevanicr, of the Ai1ien or Perſian tn- 
pie, 25 things, that are very remote 11 
Plice, or Time, and, bcing of little concern 
to them, do not much either dehighe, or af- 
l;ct them. Such inditerent and uncon- 
cern'd Believers, ate like to make no bet- 
tr than Chriltizan News-menrers , whole 
Cl:rifting Faith furnihcs them cnly to talk 
1G tel} tories, 

Qvell, Pelndes tl:is fincerity, 15 1t necel- 
ſary to a [wwive and efettire Faith, that there 
be moreover a good degree of ffrer7th and 
f. rm ict in T - 

7. Yes, for f:ch a ſtrong Faichit was, 
127 mace At am, and other Holy 1 fer, 
C/ey God, whet eu mn ihey were accepted. 
Ly .anam, lays tiic Scrti' (Ire, mas nd wel 
Or lickly, but firorgin Faith, wicrcby he ne 
ry wilto Co "© IK 11h $1 Ys Ss tie I-11 
that firs us for Chrilt;ian Pivilezes, and rhe 
Buethngs of Prim, as Philip told the Er- 
rob, 15> 4 belief with All tre heart, ACT. $. 3-. 
It good Fruits do aot fpring from Faith, it 
ty becauic there 15 but ittle of it; why 
re we thorght, O ye of little fith ? Nath. 5. 

.& 8. 26, or becauſe tlivie is very f{1m1.a!!, 
Ty OT 
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of mone efefl to them, and that they were falen 
from grace, Gal. 5. 2, 4. 

— Left, But is it clear he ſpeaks of ſuch 
'ewiſh deeas ? 

Arſ, Yes, becauſe, as I ſay, fuch were 
ſet up by the 7ews, againit whom he argues. 
Nay, as he adds, they were luch, as would 
make it neceſſary for al! Men to turn fews. 
For that wav, fays he, God would be the God 
ot 1'- \exsi »aly, and not of the Gentiles, verle 
29, Belides, they are (1uch works, as are a 
yround of * boaſting, veric 27>. and make rhe 
reward reckoned out of aebr Or delert, without 
grace, Or being beholden for it, Rom. 4. 4. 
e vcluding grace, as being inconſiſtent with it, 
Ker, 11.6, And (o the ew: believed, and 
caught of theirs , accounting Heaven a jult 
and deſerved Wages for their works, with-- 
oat any need of Redemption by Chriſt's S2- 
crifice, as I have already (thewed. 

Oneſt. And S. Pas!, though he Cenies 
ſuch 7ew4/b works, aflerts works after the 
Chriſtian Faith , wrought m us by God's 
Grace, and accepted through Chri/t's Sacri- 
tice, ro fuſtifhe and make us Righteous? 

Ar, Yes, in the very fame Verſe, where- 
17 he rejects the Law of works ;, that IS, few- 
;/k works, he declares we are juſtihed by 
another Law, VIZ. the Law of Faith, 1n - 
forming what 1t impoſes, Kom, J- 27, And 
the Faith, which avails ro Righteanſneſs in 
Chriſt feſus, he lays, is a working Faith, Gal. 
5. 6. And the (ame S. Pas! ſpeaking of 
the Faich . which juſtihed the Ancienc 
Worthies. 
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Worthies, particularly notes thoſe corre- 
ſpondent Aﬀections and Practices, which 
it produced in them to make them Righte- 
@us. As Neah's boly fear, and «bedience 1n 
building of the Ark , though all the while he 
was laughed at for his pains, by a merry 
and ſecure World; Moſes 1 quitting the 
hiheſt hopes and honowrs of Egypt, to afſociare 
with the perlecured People of God; and 
Abraham's leaving his Country, and ſacrificing 
his Son at God's command; and all the other 
inſtances above-mentioned. 

neſt, By what you have ſaid, I plainly 
perceive, that a working Faith, or a Faith 
that ſuitably influcaces and affects us, is 
the Faith that always did, and always mult 
recommend Men to Almighty God. Which, 
when the Seripe:ers contents it ſelf barely 
to imply the effects, ic ſimply calls Faith 3 
when it would (peak our, and expreſs both, 
it calls Faith and Repentance. 

Anſ, Very right. 

neſt, Bur lince all Faith doth not at- 
chieve theſe noble feats, and all Graces do 
not grow upon this {1ngle ſtock in all Be- 
Leversz Pray what are the great proper- 
ties, that fit Faith for theſe effects, and di- 
ſtinguiſh the Faith of choſe that ſhow 
thele Fruits, from the Faith of thoſe that 
want them ? 

Anſ. They are reducible, I think, to 
my Two, the ſincerity , and the ſtrength 
ct it. 
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24:4, What mean you by the ſixcerity 
Ott 4. bait; ? 

Auf, Fiift, That it be real ana unſeipred, 
Not a mee: pretence of Faith, under which 
I-fizels way Cilguiſte themielves among 
Chriſtians, to be truſted or emploied. Nor 
2 meer outlide profeſſion, which unthink- 
ing Men may chuſe and put on, as they do 
their Cloathes, without looking for any 
further 1caſon , than to be in the fathion, 
and which they can 2s ea{ily and reacily ai- 
ter 2g, 25 they Co the:r Habir, when the 
Mode ſhall rurn. Bur 2 real. inward belief 
and pe: faaftton, It is un r fergnen Fil, 
that 5. Pl comments 11 7.791, 2 Tim. 
I. JS. al * 3n mofergne.! 1 it, cur of Winch 
flows c :it3, 1 lm,,15. 2:0 the Faith or 
jm, Which makes Nin prove and peareds 
ble. XC; {avs S. /.mes, 1* 3.1048 Fihperrijre, 
Lil). 3. 17. So that they are never liketo 
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'", That it be Fievry and Aﬀeclin- 
4 Net a meer [pecuiativeO) non, and 
C4;riflsS Notion, a: of U 11s vitrem we 
we not mull ;arrcdiicd: lute niving and 
;nfuncin? po fhvation, we cn itl al the 
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lieved. The Belief that ates, ſays S. Par! 
iS a Belief with the heart, as well as with the 
head, #om. 10. c. And the Faith, which 
avails to Righteouſneſs, works by love, Gal. 5. 
5,6, And therefore they are never like to 
prove fruitful Believers, who read and credit 
the Stoty of /e/«s, and the things cf Chri- 
ſtianity, as they would the Story of C«/-» 
or Alexander, of the Allwian Or Perſian þ 11 
pire, 25S things, that are very remote 11 
Place, Or Time, and, being of little concern 
to them, do not much either delight, or al- 
ict chem. Such indifterent and uncon- 
cern'd Believers, are like to make no bet- 
ter than Chriſtan NVews-menrers , whole 
Clirifting Faich furnithvs them only to talk 
und tel} (tories. 

DVneft. Pelndes tl:is fincerity, 15 1t necel- 
ſary to a [wing and efettive Faith, that there 
be moreover a good degree of ffrerg:h and 
firmne(s 1n 11 7 

Arſ. Yes, for ſich a ſtrong Faith it was, 
that mace Atrah.im, and other Holy - Aer, 
obey God, whereuponthey were accepted. 
raham, lays tiie Scripture, was not weab 
Or {ickly, but flrong in F.uth, whereby he pare 
e/ory wto Gra, Row. +$.19, 27% the Fain 
that firs us for Chrilt;an Privileges, and che 
Bieffings of Ppri'm, as Philip told the Er- 
» h, 1y 4 belief with all the heart, Act. 8. wg 
It good Fruits do not ſpring from Faith, it 
13 becaule there is but little of it; why 
tne Ls thought, O ye of little faith? Marth. Hh, 
:=.& 8. 26, or becauſe there is very {mall, 
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Q: NO life in 1, Faith being 15 ae, as the 
bray w withen! the ſpirit, mw.” {lands alone, 
2nd no vital motions o; eftccts ſhe2m from 
't fam, >. 07,20, 33, 

Lueft. ] perceive this ſtrengr!1 of Faith, 
is neceſlary tro enable it to do its work and 
conquer all that doth oppoſe it. Lut in 
what doth this ſtrength conlilt ? 

Ar/. In three things elpecially. 1. That 
it be aſſured and confident, 2. That it be ho: 
#, or ſeared in one that makes conſcience 
of being juſt ro his werd. 3. Thar it be 
reſolute. 

Def. Nuſt the Foirh, rat produces 
theſe ſuitable effects, be {/red and confident ? 

Anſ. Yes, for a wavc:ing Opinion will 
not accomplith its work. It muſt make 
us forego many grateful things, and under- 
go many ungrateful ones, and attempt ma- 
ny that are very dithcult and laborious. 
Aid Men will not run thete ventures, and 
bur theſe ]... :, on uncertain hopes, but 
only on firm and ceitain expectations. And 
therefore right and acceptable Beiicvers 
zre exhorted tO «/.ov wear ts Ged with full 
aſſur an et faith, ind to k-/4 {aft tor protcſe 
fion nitoout wavertze, Heb. 1-. : 2.2 3 and 
'0 jrew Giligence, to the full aſlnrarce of hope 
ro 7h eva, Heb. 6.11. And half Faith, 
rakes tuch Lelievers to be like King A- 

zrippa, Oniy halt and almof? Clriſtiens, Act. 
26. 28. 

Deſt, Muſt it ailo þe hone, that 15, 
bave 2 good Conlcience accompanying it, 
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and be ſeated in one, who is careful to be 
juſt co his word ? 

Anſ. Yes, as it implies the owning of 
Doetrines and Propolitions , fo it leads to 
ingage in Promiſes and Undertakings, the 
good performance whereof includes not 
only Underſtanding and Knowledye, but 

allo Honeſty and good Conſcience. So 

that a fruitful Faith muſt not be a bare $kil- 
fulneſs in Opinion , but alſo a truſtineſs 
and integrity in diſcharging a Profeſſion. 

It effefts Obedience only in juſt and up- 

righe tempers, that make Conſcience to 
| peiform their promiſes, to fulfil their pre- 
- rcnces, and anſwer all juſt expectations. 
; Among, all thoſe ſeveral forts of bearers 

by whom it was received, the werd believed 
' bronglt forth fruit only in an beneſt and vood 
* heart, as Our Lerd himſelf notes, Lake 8.15. 
* And to draw us near to God . with a full aſſn- 
» rance of faith, we mult joyn 4 trxe heart, and 
| a Clean conſcience, Heb. 10. 22. and the chari- 
| ty, Which the Law requires, flows then on- 
3 ly from an «nfcigned faith, when 'tis accom- 
i panied with « pare heart, and 4 good conſci- 

ence, 1 Tim. 1.5. And therefore in Sima 
* Marrs it bore no Fruit, becauſe is heart 
z was wt right in the fight of God, A.8. 1;, 

2I. So that we mult not wonder, if we 

ſee 2 t:ue Faith prove barren, and produ- 

cing no obedience, in a diſhoneſt, and falie 

Man. Since it is not Faith alone, but Ho- 

neſty t!;at muſt make a Man careful to re- 

member, and perform his ——_ 
ale 
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falſe unjuſt Perſons, how right ſoever they 
may be in their belief and apprehenſ1ons, 
will be as like to break their word with 
God, as they are with their Neighbours. 

Oneft, Mult it allo, /aftl, be reſc/nte, and 
fully tixed after all things are well con(t 
dered : That to, when any hardſhips ariſe 
in the way of Faith, we may not be ſoon 
ſtaggered in mind , and put to Celiberate 
anew, whether or no to go on 1:1 1t - 

Anſ. Yes, when they want this reſo;ved- 
nels, Men are not like ro hold on in a way 
of difhculties, and ſuch as dv every wheie 
OCCur in Faiths race. Every t:ue Believer 
muſt have caſt up all the colt, an pains of 
his way beforehand, as our Saviour tells us 
1:1 the Parables of the wiſe builder, and of 
the {ing gring to wan, Luke 14.238,31. They 
muſt (tand prepa:ed ro run all hazards, and 
(aftain al lofſes, ſetting Faith above 2!! 
thinys clic, and ze(»lving to flick to it, v hat: 
ever prove its ft14:S and cilcouragements, 
An1 ſucl Pe/ievers as thete, the Scripture! 
CS gremnara, and ſettied 11 the frith, Col. 1. 
2 >. and ried, brilt wp, ard eff ibiijhcd in ut, 
(0.2.7. And rhe belierrrs, Or receirers 
* the wird, who fell of tv tribe lat #”, are {2id 
[) nine had me. root in themſel:cs, Marth 
1t,2!, A d<.toerate _re{:;/ution 15 4 (ure 
(/0Und-wore, and what 15 buiit on that 
Tay be like ro (ſtand a Storm, and after 
2.1 the Aflaults that are mace upon it, re- 
M211 unthaken, 
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Aneft. So that the Faith, whereon all 
the tore-mentioned Fruits are like to grow, 
wult not be a meer pretence of Faith, but 
{inccre and undiſſembled; it muſt not be 
2:4 empty profeſſion , and formal our-l1de, 
but inward in the apprehenſ1on of the mind ; 
it muſt not be a wavetring Opinion , but 
conhdent, and well aſſured; it muſt not 
be a ſpeculative, cool, and unmoving No- 
tion, but hearty, concerning, and aftectio- 
nate; it muſt not be in a careleſs, forget- 
ful, and failing,but ina conſcientiouſly care- 
ful, juſt, and perfo: ming Man ; it muſt not 
a& on an irreſolute heart, which will be 
eal1'y daunted, or ſoon ſtaggered, but one, 
that upon good reaſon, and after due de- 
liberation, 15 fully tixt, and relolved to fol- 
low it. 

A»ſ. Yes, the Faith that influences the 
Heart 2nd Life, and (ſtands in all times and 
trials, muſt be thus qualihed. And the 
Faith, which is either cdiflembled, formal, 
wavering, unattecting, Careleſs, or irreſo- 
lute, ſome one or other of which che Faith 
of all Sinners 15s, 1s like to have no fuch 
Bleed Fruits procecing from it: As Simon 
A*aeris lad not, whole heart was not right ; 
nor Azrippa's, whole Faith was but a/meft;, 
nor the 'l emporary Believers, whoſe f.uh 
fell roy becanſe it wintca rect, YO that tiiele 
Cittc;evt attendants, and various qualitica- 
tions of Faith, make the difference in its 
I uits and Effeers, and diſtinguith the Fair): 
of Saints from the Faich of Sinners. 
reſt, 
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weſt. It has been often ſaid of Faith by 
ſome, that it is an a&t of Recumbency, Or lean. 
in and roling owr ſelves on Chrift for Salva 
t4evy., Are (uch Phraſes applicable to 
Faith in a /iteral, and common underſtanding 
of them ? 

Ar. No, for Faith is an act of our Spirits, 
and though Bodies lean and reſt on Bodies, 
yet Spirits have none of theſe Bodily Ge- 
itures, and Aﬀections. When ſuch words 
are uſed in expreſſing mera! acts, they are 

letapher; , which are applied tro them on 
2ccount of ſome Similitude and Reſem: * 
blance * 

reſt. Whit acts can the Faith of a Þ 
Man's mind exert about a Perſon, which © 
may anſwer theſe forms of recumbing, or 
/eaning U him ? | 


Anſ. Either Believing ſome Doctrine X 


which he teaches, or relying on ſome Pro- * 


miſe which he makes. Theſe may be ſet # 
off by the acts of recumbing, leaning, and *? 
rolling. For as theſe are ways of Bodies 1} 
reſting, and depending; ſo are thole of a 
Man's mind's doing the ſame upon any 
Perſon. They acquieſce and reſt on his 
Judgment, in w hat he lays; and on his I 
delity, in what he promiſes: which gives 
them the lame eale and ſettiement,as the acts 
of rolling, leaning, and recumbing do to 
Bodies. 

Dneft, Faith is allo calied by ſome, the 
and of the Soul, that reaches at, and apprebenas 
Th ad" iits Cirift's AMeritr, What 1s there 

in 
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in this Spiritual Grace,that can anſwer theſe. 
expreſſions ? 

Anſ. Reaching at them, 15 aſſenting to ſome 
Propoſitions about them. And /-ying bold 
and «pling them, is conſenting and com- 
plying with tome Overtures, or falfiling 
. W tome terms and conditions, they 
, WW become our own. Putting out theſe men- 
. Wal as has che ſame effect and uſe to our 

Souls, as ſtretching out the hand to ap- 

prehend and apply things has to our Bo- 

cies, that is, ro bring the thing deſired down to 
eur (elves, 
* SOneſt. Sothat to roll and lean upon 7e- 
+ ſus Chriſt, is in plain Zxg4/h only to believe 
= what he ſays, and to rely upon what he 
{promiles. And to apprehend, or lay hold 
* on Chriſt, and apply his Merits, in clearer 
& and more intelligible Language, is only to 
dy fulfil the Goſpel-cerms, or to have Faith 
£ with its fore-cited effects, that is, to be- 
Flicve and repent, whereby his benefits be- 
Z$come ours. 
Left. Yes, that I take to be the true 
eaning and explication of theſe obſcure 

Phraſes. I confeſs I am a great lover of 

plain, and incelligible Speech. And above 
ll things elſe, I love to hear Men (peak 

plain in the great Truths of Religion, and 

Points of Salvation, wherein there is the 

oſt need of all ro inform, and edifie Men's 
anderſtandings. And therefore I heartily 
iſh theſe dark, and intricate words were 

Jeſs uſed, or wholly laid aſide in theſe im: 
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portant matrere, they bing words of Mens 
vention, Which tle Ho:y Scripewre no 
where uſes about them, and ſuch words 
t00, as I an) ſure do more amule, than in- 
ſtruct thoſe that hear them. But if any 
think ft ſtill to uſe them, or meer with 
Fairh fer off by them in Books cr Dil- 
courſes, this, and no more. in 1 true ſenſe, 
and in plain intcliipiole Enclijh, 1 thank is 
the meaning of them. 

Oueſt, It Faith in Ciri? be a Farrh in 
I15 Word, then is it no part of Faith for 
any Maa to be/rrre his firs are p.rrZoned, NOC 
of Iafidelity to doubt cf it, becauſe Particu- 
Jar Men hive no word of [it> t. 7 that - 

A". Very right. He te!'s us 11 the ge- 
meral he will pardon Pemteits, but in his 2; 
Word he has not deſcended to tell partice- þ 
{ir Men they are truly Penitenc, Having re- 
erved that to be ceclared at the laſt judg- | 
ment, Belides, every Man mult have true 
Faith before he can be pardoned, Faith and 
Repentance being the conditions of Pardon. 
But no Nan muſt believe his f1ns are par- 
doned before they are pardoned, f1nce that 
were plainly to believe a falthoud. 

Oreft, Bur fince a!i Coubring of the Par- 
don of our Sins, and tize Favour of God, 
implies d//{rr-/?, how wi:l it (ſtand with Faith 
LECGPT-© 

An/, The belief that our Sins are par- 
Coned, 1impl.e> our truſt and confidence of 
'!wo thinzs. One 1s, of God's Power and 
Fidelity, in falti!ling his Promiſes. The 

cher 
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611407 15, Of (ufhciency of our own care, in 
pe: forming his Terms. Now Faith implies 
crult, and confidence, only in the former of 
they. 

2neft. Is Faith only a confidence, and 
trult in God, not in our ſelves, and implies 
2 good opimon only of his Power and 
Faichfulneis, but not of our own fitneſs ? 

Av. Yes, and fo of Abrahm it is laid, 
when he believed, That he gave glory to God, 
Rom. 4. zo. His Faith conſiſted, as the 
poſt.e notes, in what regarded him: he be- 
iny counted righteons for believing, that what 
* Goa had promiſed, he was fully able to perform, 
$ veiſ: 21. When once Men have the grea- 
# reſt aflurance? of thoſe Divine Properties, 

they a.e (uid to have the preate(t Faith, 
4 thouyi1 ut the (ane time they think meaniy, 

and 4:e moſt diitru{tful of chemfelves. So 
Sf the good Cenwrivn vias, having tuch conti- 
 & cence in Chriſt's Power, cl:at he thougl.t a 
| ors cf 4s month would recover his Son, 
without giving him the trouble tO come 18 
perſea: and at the fume ti:ne thinking fo 
mean.v of himſeit, that he judged hzs hon/e 
wnworthy to receive kim, And of this Chrift 
declares, 1 h.we rt fonrd ſo great faith, no not 
mn [/ricl, Math. 8.8, 1c. 

neſt. 1 perceive 'tis 110 part of any Man's 
Faith, to believe his {:ns are pardoned, nor 
of Inticelity to doubt of it. Bur though ſuch 
doubts are not the fin of 1-fidcliry againtt 
God, yet are they not always finfal, and 
blame wo:l.y upon lome other account ? 


An 
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pe 
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An/. No, but oft-times expreſſions of 
virtue , and ſerve ro recommend us the 
more to God; as being acts of humility and 


(elf-abaſement, of modeſty and poverty of ' 


Spitit, which ſer no Man further off, but 


bring him nearer, and intereſt him che more ©: 


in his favour. The fearful hawble Publican, 
who durſt not preſume on any favour, bur 
with dejefted ener ſtood afar off, went home juſti- 
fied of God, ratber than the proud Phariſee, who 


juſtified himſelf, Upon which our Saviour F 
adds, that every one, who exalts himſelf, ſhall © 
be abaſed;, and every one, that humbleth him- © 
ſelf, ſhall be exalted, Luke 18.19.to 15. God * 


» wigh, (anh the Pſalmiſt, to the broken of 


keart, and contrite of ſpirit, Plal. 34. 18. He * 


aweils with the comtrite, and humble ſpirit, to re- 
vive the ſpirit of the humble, and revive the 
heart of the cantrite ones, I(aiah 57.15. He 


lecks to lim that 1s poor, and of a contrite [pi- 
rit, and trembles at his word, [(aiah 66. 2. to , 
lift up thoſe, that humble themſelves in his ſught, Þ 


James 4. 10. and to bleſs the poor in ſpiri: 
Marth. 5.3. Indeed, dejeRtion, (adnefls, at 

cormenting feats, are a backner of good 
endeavours; and accule God, as if he were 
an hard, uncomfortable Mater, very difh- 
cult to pleaſe; and Religion, as if it were 
a ſowre, melancholy ſervice : fo that faich- 
ful hearts muſt not afftet, or . arbour 
fear to theſe degrees. But when they main 
rain a comfortable hope, 'tis generally more 
commendable to lean to the (ide of 1um- 
ble fear, than of arrogant (elf-Aattery, . 


al 
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be too lowly and modeſt, rather than too 
preſumptuous and boaſting. 

Q=eft, And is it not more fafe too? 

Anſ. Yes, fear begets care, whereas ſe- 

curicy (lackens watchfuine(s. and abates en- 
deavour. And therefore che Apoſtic adviſes 
thote, who would expect > ſtand, not to 
think highly, but fear, Ron. 11. 20, and to 
work ont their ſalvation with fear, Phil. 2. 12, 
1;. And he was a wiſe Man that aid, 
Happy is he that feareth alway, but he that hard- 
neth his heart againſt fear, ſhall fall into miſ- 
chief, Prov. 28, 14. The wilelt, and the 
belt Way generally 15, tO be fully aſſwred of 
what concerns God, but fearfal and jealons of 
what depends wpon oxr ſelres, 

Queſt, Buc have not lome good Men, 
great conhdence of God's favour > A 
{1rce that is the priviledge of the moſt con- 
ſurnmate Saints, and gives the greateſt 
* peace and f joy in God, and comfort in belie- * Gal.$.24 
ving, Which che Scripture (peaks of : muſt Ld 
it not be a molt juſtituble, as it is really a ;,,, 15 
molt bleſſed and detiravle thing ? 

Arſ. Yes, it th&ir contidence is not be 
yond their grounds, and u;der this comfor- 


{ table aſſurance of their preſent clan to 


Happinels, they preſerve an humble 1eaſe 
of their ovn defects and unworthinels, and 
a ſear of their failing fiom ic by afrer- 
far.ures. And this comfortable atlurarce is 
vouchſaked to ſome extraordinaty good 
Souls, as their ſp<cial priviledge; as teary 
and doubts aze continucd to others, for their 

D exercile, 
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exerciſe. And different Perſons are either 
indulged more happy injoyment from God, 
or (o exerciled as to make them more ac- 
ceptable and dear to him, both theſe ways. 
.2=eſt. You have (aid enough to explain 
the nature, and to (et off the exceliency and 
»/cOnineſ; of Faith, But leit after we have 
taken the pains to walk by it, it ſhould fail 
4.1 Cur expectations in the end; pray thow 
:ne ſomething of the certain) of it. 
nſ. That depends on the Anthority of fe- 
1.4 Chrift, who is the Ather of our Faith. 
And all muſt needs be true that he Says, 
and ſure that he Promiles; becaufe he is 
the trve Meſſiah, or the Chriſt of God, who 
was to come as his Great /repher, to make 
known his mind unto the World. 


Jeſus i: the Chrip. 


CR AP. I7, 


That Jeſus is the Chriſt, from Ancient 
Prophecres. 


The Contents. 


Among thoſe Prophecies, which prove [c/us to bt 
the Chriſt, Fult , Some preſcribe the time 
of his coming. This they mark out by 1he 
nearneſs of ſnch notable Orcrrrencesr, and Ke 
rolutions, as would {all under all Mens ob- 
[ervation. JJNiInd by fixing the wery Tear he 
ſhould appear in, Accordingly there was 4 
general expettation of him at tht time, His 
coming not pat off beyon4 1» rinpe apprinted, 
for the fins of the People, Ar accwint, vv the 
Jews, who read theſe clexr Notes of the time in 
their own Prophets, are not convinced by them, 
Secondly, Others aſſign mar: peculiiy, and 
wi/ible Notes whereby he m.ty be demonſtr ative- 
ly poirtea out {rom all otic * in, As, 1. Flis 
bring born 0 0 Virgin, {ni in ſome ſenſe 
(pot 6; -> I 1;-£157 of that tt me, but promci- 
paity 657 Aleſſrab, and then only fally accom- 
flijhed, when ay came, Thii cleared frem 
exceptions, 2, Hs OY the Spirit of Ali- 
racies, rejt1,,7 on him, 7, His Death, with 
the pariicular manner, and circumſt ances of 
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it, Andbi:retarning to Life again. 4. Hu 
putting an end to the Jewith Sacrifices and 
Moſaick Covenant, and bringing in a New 
one, and a better,to ſupply its defetts. 5, Hu 
erefling an Univerſal Empire, and appearing 
as 4 mighty King, This not a Secular, but 
Spiritual Kingdom, 6. His converting the 
Heathen World, from their Idol-worſhip, fe- 
ſus filenced the Oracles, and caſt the impure 
Spirits out of their Temples, This an Argn- 
ment for lim, not only as accompliſhing a Pre- 
aiftion, but alſo as tis plainly a Divire 
thing, The Prophecies of an Univerſal Pro- 
bity, and Peace wnder Meſſiah, cleared wp, 
by an account both of thavr meaning, and ac- 
compliſhment, The fere-cited Prophecies un 
derſtovod of Meſſiah by the Ancient Jews, Þ 
though denied ly ſome later in hatred to our 
Jeſu, 


Dnefticn. OW doth it appear, that 7e- 

ſw, who was born of Aa- 
ry, and (ſuffered under Portizs Pilate, is the 
Chrift ? 

Av}. Firſt, From ancient Prophecies, Se- ; 
condly, From undoubred Divize Teftimonie: 
other ways. 

Qneft, Doth this appear from ancient Pre 
phecies ? 

Arſ. Yes, and by thele S. Pau! ender- 
vour d to convince the few: at Rome, per- 
ſuading them concerning feſus, both ont of the 
Law of Neſer, ard ont of the Prophets, Act. 


25, 23, Ouel 
weſt, 


® rate rites, 


Jeſus i the Chriſt. 
2eft. How do theſe Prophecier demon- 


!trare him ? ; 

Arſe. Two ways, 1, By preſcribing the ex- 
aft time of his coming, 2. By afſrqmng moy 
peculiar, and meſt viſible Noter, whereby be may 
be demonſtratively pointed out from all other 
Aen, 

Qnzeft, How do they prefix the exatt time 
for Meſſiah s coming ? : 

An, By ſundry notable, and publick 
turns and occurrences, which would be re- 
marked by all, and in judging whereof they 
_ _— miſtaken. © 

weſt, 1 pray YOU namet 

Anſ. 1. They ſay he ſhall come before 
the People of the 7ews ceaſe to be a Na- 
tion, and a Body Politick: which now they 
are cealed to be, having no » Of 
Common-wealth, which they can call their 
own, oy for above 1600 years, ever {ince 
on ies 
and diſperled in ever - 
dom. And this vote alteration, which 
all the World muſt obſerve, becaule there- 
by it loſt a Nation that bore a great name, 
and, by uſing moſt ws gm and (epa- 

a iar Figure among 
* them, is exprelſly fer out by the Patriarch 
Jaced, as a ſign to follow the coming of 
Aleſſiah. The Scepter ſhall not dep.urt from fur 
dih, nor « Law-giver from between his feet, 
that is, the Nation of the Jew: denomi- 
nated from 7udah, (hall not ceaſe to have 
Government among _— a Civil _— 

3 a 


47 


Teſus ts the Chriſt. 
2nd the Benehit of their own Laws, 1] Shils 


come, Gen. 419. 10. ; 

Queeff, \Vhat orl\icr notable f1gn do they , 
yive of thus rime ? 

Anſ., Secondly, They (av tus coming thall 
he, whilſt thc /ccond Temple 18 yet ftanding; 
which has been ruinated and demolithed, 
ever ſince the City was deftroyed by Tir 
Veſp:i/ran, The Lord whom you /aeb,, the me/- 
fenger of the covenant, ſhalt ſudaerly conve to hi; 
temple , (aith God by Males, Mal. 3.1. © 
And of the /ccond Tenple, lays he again by © 
Haggai I will ſhake all nations, ard the as/ire 
of all Nations ſhall come, and filtiis henſe with * 
glery, that is, with the Glory of his Pre- 
fence, Hae. 2.7. This prelence of Mefſiah 
in reſorting to it, was that, which was to 


make the glevy of this later houſe, greater than | 


the glory of the former houſe, verle 9. It was 
much inferiour to it, ju reſpect of the Mag- 
nificence of Building : /: it not in your eyes, © 
who bave ſacn the [XG of the former houſe, ays 

God, in» compariſon of it, as nothing 7 verfe 3. 

And mbexs the Prieſts, an4 Leviter, and Fathers, 
that were ancient en, and had [ern the firlt | 
hon(c, (aw the Foundation of it laid, \whllt o- ©: 
thers, who had not ſeen the former, Gomred © 
for joy, they wept, remembring the diſprepor- 
tion, Exz74 3.12, And under it Hite noble 
priviledges , +iz.. the Ark of the Covenant, 
whence God gave * Relponles by audt- 


**- ble Voices; the f Urim and Thammim, that 


Oracle for the miraculous In{truction of the 
Heieb-Prief , when he confulted God on 
any 


_—_— i  at7 p 
- ' 


Jeſws is the Chriſt. 49 


any State-concern 3 the * fire from keaven » Lev. c 
upon the altar, to coalume the Sacnifice 3 BR SGs 
the + Schechinah, or Divine Preſence in the ? » King. 
Hely of Hokies, by 2 viſible Glary and appea- & 37"... 
rance upon the * mercy-ſear; and the Haly Ghoſt »1.,15... 
in the Spirit of Prophecy, which, though ir 
did many under the former, inipired none 
under this Houſe; as the ewih Writers 
obſerve, were all withdrawn. But nor- 
withſtanding it had the difadvantage in all 
theſe eminent reſpects, yer the of 
Meſſiah in it, was to give fuch a luftre to 
it, as in the Judgment of God himſelf 
would make it more Glorious. ; 

Qzeft. Do they mention any ocher Sign, 
that viſibly marks out this time : 

Avſ. Yes, Tixrd'y, That it ſhall be horr- 
ly before the de/tiratiom of the T and 
of the City Jerm/alem, and the ater deflation 
of the Jewiſh Nation, For fo the Propher 
Daxiel declares, that at the end of a ſer 
number of weeks, Mefſpab ſhall be cut off, and 
then the people of the prince that ſhall came, that 
is, the Reman; who ſhould invade , 
[hall deflroy the city, axd the ſanitary, and the 
end thereof ſhall le with a flood, viz. of R+- 
»1rs OVErPOwering them, and uno the end of 
the war deſelations are drterwixed, tat 15, by 
that time this War ends, the defolation of 
the miſerable Jews (hall be conſuramaed, 
Dan, 9. :6, Yea, to this he adds another 
moſt confpicuous fign, tis. rhat after Aeſ+ 
/14h was once come, the $4rrifices of the Liw 


!hould all ceaſe among thei. Se: enty weeks, 
D 4 [ys 
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ſays the Angel, are determined vpon thy pro- 
ple, to anon the moſt holy, and to finiſh the 
tranſpreſſiom, and to ==> 4 an end of | ns, that 
FLev-4.3, 1s, in the f uſual Phrale of Scripture, and 
25 get of the few: , of fin-efferings On ſacrifices for 
Fral. 4c. 6. #1, whuch were to paſs off when once Aeſ- 
inallwtuch fab, by the Sacrihce of himſelf, had ful- 
for (a-of- filled all that was typified by them, ter/e 
tering the 1 And this has been moſt natoriouſly 


yrs np verihed upon them. For by their Law, 
jap. they were to have but «»e Altar, and were 


& 2Cor. £0 * bring all their ſacrifices from all places 
.21. of the , to the temple in ſerwſalem;, 
* Peute12- and ſo were never to worſhip God with 
' *'Þ'4* Sacrifice, when they were out of their own 
Nation. And accordingly. they have ne- 
ver (acrificed at all ſince they were driven 
out of their own Country, and both the 
Temple, and City were laid waſte by Ti- 
ts Yeſpaſian, which happened within forty 
Years aſter the offering up of our Saviour 
Chrift in his Crucifixion. 
weft. All theſe (igns are ſo publick and 
contpicuous , as muſt neecs force them- 
ſelves upon all Mens obſervation. And be- 
ing all near the time, they ſufficiently di- 
rect Men when about to look for this Great 
Perſon. Bur zre there no Predictions more 
punctual in point of Time ſtill, and char 
prefix the exat Year of his coming ? 
Af. Yes, the Prophet Dane! foretels 
che very Tear , both of his Manifeſt ation, 
and of his Peuh and Paſſien : that the for- 
mer ſhould happen 48 3. and the nee, 486 
cars 
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Years after the iſſuing out of the Decree 
| to rebuild, not the Tewple, but the city and 
+ the walls of Jeruſalem, Know therefore, and 

wnderſland, (aith the Ange!, that from the going 

ferth of the commandment to reſtore and ild 

_p_—_ wnto Meſſiah the Prince, that 1s, tO 

is manifeſtation , which n at his Bap- 

tiſm , when he firſt drew Diſciples after 
him, ſhall be ſeven weeks, and threeſcore ava 
two weeks, in all ſ1xty nine Weeks or SeP- 

& tenaries of Tears, oppoſite to weeks of days 
# mentioned Dan. 10. 2. which makes Four 
2 hundred eighty three Years, at the expira- 
*” tion whereof he ſhould come among them, 
> Dar.sg. 25. Thi panttually marks out the 
Year 484. for the Year of his manifeſtation. 
3 And then as for his Paſſie», that he fays 
2 ſhall fall out in the week following, nay, in 
& the middle of the week , that is about three 
# Years and a halfafter, or in the fowrrh Year 
* ſrom the manifeſtation, which will be the 

Four hundred eighty ſeventh Year from the 

granting out the Decree to rebuild feraſa 

lem, And after the ſeven weeks, and the 

© threeſcore and two weeks, that 1s the ſtxty nine 
ms, are ended, L ſo the _— 
or Septenary Ears 15 n, /hal 

Meſſiah be cut off, verſe 16. Yea, he ſhall be 

cut off in the middle of that Week. For 

be ſhall confirm the covenant with many for one 
week ,that is in the ſeventieth Week, when 
he begun his Preaching , whereby many 
were converted; and in the midſt of the 
week, he ſhall can/e the ſacrifice and oblation to 

cealt, 
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ceaſe, that is, put an end to all the 


Jew: 


i Sacrifices, by the Sacrifice of himſelf, 


L cr/e T7. 


Q»eft Theſe Prediftions are as expreſs, 
ind dererminate in point of time, as can 
be ſpoken; bur did rhe Afanifeftation, and 
Crucifixion of feſrs, fall out puncually ac- 


cording to this time ? 


LES Ar/. Yes, as ſome * learned 
- 1447 Pama. rm? examiners of time do note, to 


#4, An z2ccoumt of 


TYLATIY mcthod , and a Year n both of them. 


"£4.05, TRty be feen the commana to rebwmild Jeruſalem, 
im Dr. Mary's Expot. not only the temple , bar the g 


ot Drx4rrs Viſhors,, On | | 
vil.4. p.rzyke fee! and the well, as the 


For 


Pro 


mich relates, Neb. 2.1,5,6, 7, 8. Thee 
was a Decree, indeed, to rebuild the Tow 
*E-rai. ple, given before by * Come, and another 
004-2 by | Darius Hyſtaſpre, and fo again by * A4-- 


3.9, 12;14, 4, - Bur that 


7 -—oY * taxerxes Longimamu m the ſeventh Year of 
*tzra-, his Reign, as . gp by the Book of F+- 
or rebnilding the city ans 


KC. wall, which the Prophet is careful ro (peci- 


fe here, was not, as Nehemiah exprefly 


fays, 


till the rwentierh year of Artaxerxes, Which, 


*1:.-- after the hkelieſt, and beſt grounded * 


© computation, as I think, that begins his 
| ' Reign in the ſecond Year of the +7 Ow 


\. R : 
- pin, fell our in the Year of the World ac 
$4 cording to f Heiricws 3498. Now begin- 
"1n- Vir. 1 


Cal warion of the Worlds Age, a point wificrent!y fixed by 
! Ch nologers, whilft rhey agrec in the orker Calculations, the 


eh ear rome cond M, --. Bmarlc . M3553. 


110g 


b 
phet fpeciftes it, 2e>/e 25. was ©, 
in the twentieth year of Awtaxerxes, 25 New-. 


{ 


"5. 8 
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ning With this Year, and reckoning 
Weeks, or 483 Yeats, the time predic 
to expire before Meſſiab's man on, 
ing for him to appear 1n, 
Year of the 202 Ohm- 


the Year 
makes the fou 


69 


piad, which is the Year of the World 3981. 


2nd the nineteemh Y ear of Tiberins. 


And 


this falls to be the thirtieth Year of Ciriſt's 


Age. according to what I jadge 
the * faireſt Account of his Birth 
( +42. that which frxes it in the 
third Year of the 195th. O/m- 
pizd, which fell upon the f 41ſt. 
Year of Angxſtws, and the Year 
of the World 3952.) and ts that 
very Year X his Life, where- 
in, after the manner of the C-- 
wites, Who at * thirty years old 
begun their Service, S. Lute (ys 
our Lord was f Feptized, and 
begun his Preaching, Lake 3. 21, 
2 3. And reckoning to the 48 7th. 
Year, the time prefixed for his 
Pafſhon, it makes the third Year 
of the 2c 3d. Ohmpiad, and the 
229, of Tiberixy, the very Year, 
according to the teemingly * ex- 


atteſt calculation of times, of 


our Szvionr's Crucifixion, Yo 
that the Apoſtles had the greateſt 
realon to ceclare of Cf"; com- 


* See Lydizt Em:d. 
T:"p. p.134 © 4. 


+ According to the 
Ars Wigpaii. i: Ton. 
C on:4l. chough accord- 
ing io the common 
C.MPurarion tl> 45. 


* Num. 4. 5. 


+ For Chriſt's Bip- 
ri1m 1n the 159. Ti, (ce 
Lyaint Emini, Temp, 
Pp. 158. & 124. 


* [yaiat, ib, P. 1-6. 
& ſeq. And of al! cheſc 
PIR me large- 

v m Ins Recenſin 
Expuca. Argiun. Liv. 
E mind. Temp. 


we, that it was when the ſulneſs of time was 
ecme, Gil. 4. 4. thereoy cdenoting, not 
only the moſt proper Seton, bur the ex- 


act 


v Anti9.1. 
20.f. 5, 7. 


Tiluke ;. 
JS, 19. 
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at Time and Year, which was predicted 


of him. 
> This is a wonderful exaneſs in 
xing the time of Mefſiah's fe 


pr 
which being ſo ulfilled in 7e/ws 
Chriſt, muſt & H_ undeniably for 
him, unleſs ſome other pretender appeared 
in that Year to conteſt it with hum. But 
lince they were fo particularly informed a- 
bout the time, how came it, that as it 
drew on, the Jews were not daily looking 
for him? 

Anſ. They were all full of expectation, 
abont the time our Saviour came. For at 
his Birth, Simeon was waiting for the conſelati- 
on of Iſracl, Luke 2. 25. Ama allo at the F 
ſame time, when ſhe ſaw him, /poke of him 
to al theſe, that looked for redemption in fern- 
ſalem, verſe 38. So full of expectation 
were the People in thoſe days, that they 
were ready to give ear to every pretender, 
running after Thendas, and Judas, as Gama- 
liel reports, Af: 5. 36, 373 and after (eve- 
ral others, as is related by * 7oſephur. Nay, 
ſo near was thei tion, and ſo ape 
were they to fix that Character on ſome ; 
that if a Man were extraordinary, and of 
reat Name, though he did not pretend to 

the Meſſiah, yet of themſelves they 
were ready to ſurmiſe it of him. And 
thus they did of * 7obn the Baprtift: for 
when he appeared to bean extraorflinary 
Perſon, they ſent Prirfts and [evites to him, 
'2 bnow whc:''cy be was the Ciſt: ard be 
| an'eſſe a, 


Jeſw « the Chriſt. 
confeſſed, and denied not , but confeſſed, I am 
not the Chriſt, John 1. 19, zo. Nay, this 
expectation they did not keep as a ſecret a- 
mong themſelves, but boaſted of it in all 
places where they lived , and filled the 
Greeks, and Romans with it. An opinion bad 
then prevailed over all the Eaſt, grown up to be 
beth old and conſtant , that God had decreed at 
that time to raiſe up one ont of ſudea, to the em- 
pire of the world lays Sweronins in the * Life x hy 
of Veſpaſian, YSothat as RETIP Prophets WS 
had given them Ly reaſon, ew, and 
Gemiles were in full expectation of Meſſiah, 
and then it was that our Saviour Chrif 
came. He was manifeſted ere the Scep- 
F tcr was departed, for in his days, and for 
ſome time aſter, the Jewiſh Nation were a 
Body Politick, and lived under a form of 
Government : and while the ſecond Tem- 
ple ſtood , for he daily converſed , and 
taught in it: and ere the City and Tem- 
ple were deſtroyed, and thereby their Sa- 
Critices all at an end, which was not till 
the deſtruction of 7era/alem, almoſt forry 
Years after he was Crucihed. In ſumm, 
he was manifeſted exactly ac the end of 
the (1xty nine Weeks, in che 19th. of Tibe- 
ri and (uffered in the midit of the 7oth. 
Week, which fell out in the 22d. of Tibe- 


rims, as the Prophet Daniel had puncually 
fo;e told of lim. And the days of Me/- 
frab falling ſo exactly upon him, and upon 
no other Perſon, 'tis undeniably clear that 


he 15 the Man. 


ref. 
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Oweſt. But though God exprelly pro- 
miſed to fend 4efſah at that prefix d time, 
yet might he not put it off for the {ins of 
the People, which rendred them utterly un- 
worthy of fo great a Bleſſing? 

Arſ. No, for thoſe {ins were fore-told 
at the ſame time, and yer his coming pro- 
miſed notwithſtanding them. * /ſaia re- 

reſents the Men of Mefſrah's Age, as an 
nfidel and hard-hearted Generation, thar 
word not believe bus report , but hide their 
faces from him in the Extremity of his affli- 
Ction; * Jeremy, as having made wid God's 


I, former (OVnant , and therefore needing 4 ſe- 


cond to be introduced by him; f Malachi, 
as having loſt even natural affeft ion between 
Parents and Children, which Elias mult go 
before to reſtore among them ; * Dame!, 
as perſevering under his appearance to fin 
on , and provoke God to that height, as 
would cauſe him ſhortly after ro cut them 
off, and deftroy both the City, aud the Santt na- 
»y, by a moſt juſt and terrible judgment. 
Nay. ſo far were the {ins of the People, 
from being an hindrance to his coming 1n 
the 11ght of God, that, as the Prophets 
plainly declare, they were to be the caule 
and reaſon of ir. The coming, Or an9inting 
of the moſt holy, ſays Daviel, 15 to make an end 
cf fins Or {1n-offerings, and mabe reconciliati- 
1 for imqaity, Dan. 9. 24. to offer wp hes ſoul 
an offering for ſin, to bear the iniquity of us all, 
to be wonnded for onr tranſpreſſions, and bruiſ- 
ed for owr iniqnitier, that through bis ſtripes 
we 
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we m4) be healed, ſays Iſaiah 53.5, 6, $, 10, 
His coming was to be for the expiation 
of 1in, to open 4 fomntain to the honſe of Da- 
vid, and the inhabitants of ſeruſalem, for fin, 
and for wncleanneſs, Lech. 1 3. 1. And com- 
ing thus to expiate, and cure {m3 there is 
no more reaſon to ſtay him beyond clic 
time, becauſe (in yoÞe oy. than, in the 
increaſe of a Diſeaſe, to delay the ule of 
Remedies, or ſtop the coming of the Phy- 
{1cian. 

Q«ef. But doth not God lay, when #+ 
ſpeaks of building up, Or Exalting any nation, 
if they do evil in his foght, he will repent of the 
good, wherewith he ſaid he wonld benefit them, 
Jer 18. 9, 1c. 

Avrſ, Yes, and lo he doth in all thoſe 
Promiſes, which he makes upon Mens tup- 
poſed virtues, and on condition of their 
good CER. But the Promiſe of Mejr- 
ah was abſolute, and intended, as appears, 
on no ſuch proſpect. For God declared he 
thould come among a People full of (1n, 
and inſtead of being deferred by their wick- 
edneſs , ſhould be (ent becauie of ic, to 
atone and heal it. Beſides, if only the Fa- 
thers ſins had ſtopped his coming, their Po- 
ſterities R ce would have removed 
that impediment , and have brought him 
down ; which they ſee for above this 1600 
Years, it has not done. 

reſt, | lee the ancient Prophecies de- 
clare eſs to be the Chriſt, by prefixing the 
Exact time of his coming : wherein they 
are 
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are (o particular, and punctual, as might 
ſuffice in a Hiſtory of things already pal- 
ſed. Burt I pray before you leave this 
point, of the exactneſ(s of time, how can 
the 7ews, who believe all cheſe Prophecies, 
ſhut cheir Eyes againſt them ? 

Anſ. The elder 7ews, who lived before 
Chriſt, did ſee them, as appears from theig 
general expectation of him about thac time, 
and from what the /carned * Grotins relates 
of Rabbi Nebamias, who living fifty Years 
before fe/n: Chrift came, declared, that with- 
in fifty Years A/eſſiah muſt come, becauſe 
m that time Daniel's Weeks prefixt for him 
were to determine. Bur as for the later 
{ews, who lived ſince our Saviour, they 
turn by all of them by one rule, whereby 
at their pleaſure they wo eurn by any 
thing, that is, by nor medling at all wit 
them, nor (ſuffering any co interpret, or 
collect the time of his coming from them. 
This is the meaning of that ſevere Anarhe- 
ma, which * ſome have noted from the 


- Thalmud, Let bis puft up Bones burſt, that ſhal 


weddle in computing the periods of times, And 
accordingly the rule of the great Aſaime- 
wider, their ſecond Moſes, concerning the dy: 
of Meſſiah, is, to believe ſurely that he wil 
come, and if he prove ſlow, ftill to expett kim, 
ana never to fix him any time, or ſo to explain 
axy Texts of Scripture, 4s 10 infer the time of 
hi; appearance from them. 
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Oweft. That, indeed, is a clear reaſon; 
ſor the plaineſt words can never convince 
thoſe, that will not read, or underſtand 
them. Bur beſides that the ancient Pro- 
phecies prove feſn: to be Chrift, by preſcri- 
bing the exalt time of his coming, you ſaid al- 
ſo, that they demonſtrate it further, by «/* 
ſigning many peculiar, and moſt viſible notes, 
whereby he may be demonſtratively pointed ont 
from all other Men, What are thoſe pecu- 
liar, and notable marks, whereby they ſo 
effectually deſcribe him ? 

Al. are certain eminent, and moſt 
obſervable things, belonging ro him, Or to be 
performed by him, which, as they were moſt 
vfble 1n him, ſo were peculiarly his, and ne- 
ver found in any other Man. 

Aneft, What things are thoſe, which 
were (ſo notable in him, and peculiarly be- 
longing to him ? 

Anſ. Not only that he ſhould be born 
of the linearge of David, Iſaiah 11. 1, 10, 
and 1in the city Bethlehem, Mic. 5. 2. which, 
eſpecially in conjunction with the exaR 
time before-detcribed , are very Cciſcover- 
ing ci-cumſtances, to the time when, 
adding the very Family, and Place where 
he (bould be born, chat all might know the 
very Town, and Kindred, amongſt whom 
in that Year they were to ſeek for him. 
Bur mote particularly, that he ſhould be 
ſer off by theſe ligns following. 

Qreft, What ate they ? 


E Avl, 
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. Anſ. Firft, That he ſhould br ber» of 4 
Iirgin, which was a thing never known be- 
fore, or {ince, and (0 was ture to pount 
him out demonſtratively from all other 
Men. Brho!d, a virgin ſhall conceive, and 
bear a ſon, ſaith God by the Prophet 1/ai- 
al, and ſhall call his name Immanxel, I(aiah 
7+ | 

Q«eſt. But the word, which is there ren- 
died I irgi, ſay the Jews, may ſignifie only 
a young Woman, denoting her Age, not Con- 
aitin: and then this having in it nothing 
peculiar, can be no proof to him ? 

nf. It doth nor appear that it (ignifies ©. 

any thing elſe in Scripture, but a Yirgis, » 
the * place alledg'd for a laxer fenle, well 
admitting that interpretation. Bur if it 
did, it muſt needs {igaifie a Virgin, that 1s, | 
one that has not known man, in this place. ©. 
For not only the Septwagint, that were all | 
{ew:, and lived long before our Saviour, a ſ 
cranſlace it Yirgin: but this conceptien 1s 
here giveu for a /ign, or a miraculous thing; 
which would be none at all, were it ſpo- 
ken only of 2 youny Woman, eſpecially a- 
nong the /ews * whoſe cuſtom it Was moſt 
early to Contract their Daughters, and Mar- 
ry them, as ſoon as their Age would fut- | 
fe: them. When Achaz refuſed to rempt 
the Lord in arking a fign, the Lord himſel|, 
lays Iſaiah, ſhall give you a fign, Beholdl 
4 Tein ſhall conceive, XC. ver(e Iz, 14. 


ref. 
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Leſt. This (hews it was you of n- 
\ irgin. Bur yet may 3 go 
ſtood, as the few: (ay, Fe a peg. 4 
only was a Albi at the time of the Pro- 
pliet's ſpeaking, who before ſbe could loſe 
her Virginity , conceive 2 Son, and the 
Cluld come to any underſtanding , God 
would work the deliverance which they 
delired of him , as the 7ropbert declares, 
ah" 16, 

41. There is cauſe to think it was (pe- 
ken of ſome (uch Perſon, who was pre- 
ſent before the Prophet, and pointe | . ut 
by hian, at the tune of this Prediction. ! 
in the Origiza/, it is not Behold + Virgin, 
but that I irgia ſh.ull cence, a> if he had PdTt- 


cicularly marked our the Petion to them. 
And before tbe c 11 4 to bc. | LJ\),Hh \\ Ji | tC ih, 7/4 


know how to refuſe the c://, 514 uſe tre 116 fl 


the land that theu abborreſt, lait he, (4 © 
{or ſaber of beth her mY x tar Id, of © Rexun |. 


of Jria , aud Pl .th |. f Tfracl, <p: af 
that time wa their invade: «tif v] S 
accordingly came to pais. } or it 7 1a 
tieth Near from the begin ily +! »'$ 


Reign, whereof fixtecn were elaplesd lie 
Ahac Came to (uceer!! lin, and which 
therefore muſt fa!) withi: £2, or three 
whiu.e Years at molt from tlc time of rhis 
I'reciction, u Which ſpace, &he Child but 
rn conceiv d could not be grown up ty 
F ca:S of underſtanding, Tizlath Pileſer, hin 
ff Ajlyrte, Nlew Rezir, and Heoſkea flew Pehab 
bs Wertad 2 Kings I 5. 2C, 32, 33, Xx 14.9. 
BR 2 Bu 
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But alchough, as I ſay, this Prophecy had 
ſome reſpe to a Virgin of that time, = 
did it look beyond: her to a Virgin, that 
remaining ſuch, ſhould conceive Meſſiab, 
and was never fulfilled till he came. 

weft. How doth it appear, that it was 
not fulfilled in the Virgin pointed out at 
that time ? 

Anſ. Becauſe the moſt noted things in 
that Prophecy , were left unaccompliſhed 
then, particularly theſe following : 

Firft, The conceiving of this Virgin, 15 
made a miraculous Conception, and i$ given 
to the Houſe of «dab for a fien, as I noted, 
17/e 11, 12, 14. And this muſt be meant 
of her conceiving , remaining ſtill a Vir- 
gin. For, for one that is now a Vngm, 
ro Marry, and after that conceive, 15 no mi- 
raculous, nor ſtrange ching. 

Secondly, The Child Immanxcl, to be born 
of this Virgin, was to be Maſter of the 
Land of /udah , which the Prophet there- 
fore calls thy land, O Immanxel ! I(aiah 8. 8. 
And this was not fulfilled in the Virgins 
Child of that time. That Child the few: 
make to be Achaz's Son, viz. Wezekiah, who 
was afterwards King of «dah. Buthe was 
born ſeveral Years before this Prophecy, 
which cannot therefore ſpeak of concei- 
ving him. For the Prophet is expretly ſaid 
ro come with this Meſlage to king Achaz, 
verſe 1, 3. a clear evidence of its falling 
ſome time in hs Reign, Now he reigned fix- 
freer years 1m fernſalem, 2 Kings 16, 2, and 3 


then 
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then leſt Hezekiah his Son to ſucceed him. 
And Hezebiah, ſays the Scripture, was twenty 
five years old, when he began to reign, 2 Kings 
18. 2, So that he muſt needs have been 
eight or nine Years old, when his Father 
Achaz, aſcended to the Throne. The Child 
here promiſed then, could not be Hezekjab, 
who was afterwards King; but very pro- 
bably was the Prophets own Son, who li- 
ved and died a private Man: (o that this 
pert, of _ Maſter of the Land of 7udah, 
could not be fulfilled in him. 

Oxef. Had the Prophet a Son born to 
him preſently aſter that time? 

Anſ. Yes, and that, 'tis like, by a Vir- 
in, whom, at the time of his Prediction, 
ie either had eſpouſed, or deſigned to 
elpoule tro himſelf. / went in anto the Pro- 
phateſs, faich he, proceeding on ſtill in che 
ſame Prediction, and ſhe conceived, and bare 
4 ſon, (aiah 8. 3. 

net. But how doth this Son appear 
to be the ſame /mmanxe/, that was pro- 
miſed ro be bors of 4 Virgin > Chap. 7. 

Anſ. . F, of , Becauſe he has the ſame Name. 
By which I do not mean, that he was no- 
ted by the ſame word, but by one that im- 
plies what the other expreſſed, and ſignifies 
che ame with it, which is the ſame Name in 
Scripture account. For the Virgin: ſon, chap. 

7. Was to be called Immanxel, that is, God 
on Mr, , note Pig by ww and ÞPre- 
ence, ver/e 14. [ Prophet is Or- 
dered to call liis Son _ ſhalal haſh Now, 

3 fiat 
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that is, one for» 12 (pied on the pil, and ba- 
fter the prey, chap. I, Aud ths, though 
2 differen word, ho, rhe ſame virtne and 
effect with the other. For when a People 
are in any cGftrefs by Invaders, a3 the fewrs 
were at the + time of th: Promile , the 
efteRt of God's Fovovy nd Pretence, 18 to 
eve them Conmnuett, and Spoil over their 
Enemics. And this antvering the virtue 
ad eftect of a Name, 15 called the having 
thit Name in Scriptuze. Thus it is fre- 
que;itly 11 tie Holy Prophets, a5 in (4a) 7- 


ſaiah, (' [/ Om:%, AQ ) Ezekiel, (4) Zechary, 
' And tis Chriſt's being called Immannel, 


(atis, God with us, was fr (Ffilled, faith S.Mat- 
th:w, when he was called feſus, that 15 a Sa- 
V:ou” , becauſe God's Kindnets and Pre- 
ſence. 1s molt eminent.y thown and brought 
to effec, in the Salvation and Deliverance 
of his Servants, Afatth. 1. 21,22, 23. 
Secondly, Becauſe the Prophets Son was 
made 2 fon for the ſame thing, viz. the deli- 
verance of the fews from theſe two inva- 
Jing Princes, in lefs tine, thin would (uf- 
hce him to attain ro any underſtanding. 
V.etwe the Virgins child, fays the Propher, 
Cap. >. jail lrow to refuſe the evil, ard chuſe 
the good, that 1s, before he can attain to di- 
{tinguith between good and bad, the land 
tt x :Ah:;c7, viz, the Land of f Hri. 
and //racl, now become hatefu! to the Jews 
for theſe their inrodes, 414 be forſaken or 
deprived of both her kings, veric 16. And 
before the Prophets child, fays the relation, 
clap. 


; 
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chap. 3. ſhall have knowledge to cry my Father, 
and my Mather, the richer of Damaſcus the 


metropolis of Syria, and the ſpoil of Samari. 


the * capital place of the King of 1/ae!, ſbal 23464 
be taken away before the king of Aſa, verſe 


4. In both which places, there is an evi- 
dent promiſe of the ſame thing, viz. the 
deſtruction of theſe two Kings, and thar 
within the ſame fpace of time, viz. before 
the Child then promiſed could attain to 
the Age of any underſtanding. So that 
the Virgins Child referred to in the Pro- 
phets time , was moſt probably the Pro- 
pherts own Son. And he not being of Roy- 
al Race, but living and dying, as I faid, a 
private Perſon, 'tis plain this part of the 
Prophecy, Viz. the childs being maſter of the 
oo of Judah , could not lled in 
im. 

2ueft. Have you any more things to in- 
ſtance in, which thew this Pr was 
not fulfilled in che Virgins Child of that 
time - 

Anſ. Yes, Thirdly, Becauſe the Virgins 
Child in chat promiſe is adorned with the 
glorions Titles, and plain Charatters of Mefe 
/iah, For in further purſuit of God's Pro- 
miſe in this Child, and the deliverance by 
mim, in the ninth Chaprer the Prophet cries 
out triumphantly , Vnro ns a child i; bors, 
1 nto wi 4 fon is given, and the gryernment ſhall 
be wpon his ſhoulder : and his Name ſhall be 
called Wonderful, Connſellor , The mighty God, 


The everlaſtins Father , The Prince of Peace. 
E 4 of 
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Of the increaſe ef his government, and peace, 
there ſhall be no & wpon the throne of David, 
ard mpon bis lir.cdom. to order, and to eftabliſh 
it, with jug rment and with juſtice, from hence- 
ferth cucn for ever, VE1 ſe 5, 7, Now this 
Perſon, whoſe Title and Character is #ow- 
aerful, The witty God, The everlaſting Father, 
The Prince of Peace, and wheſe government on 
the throne of Davida was to be perpetually in- 
creaſing , 13 plainiy no other but Meſſiah. 
And he being the P-rſon promiſed by /- 
fn. LO be born of a T'irgin, that Prophecy, 
owever anſwered in ſume parts before, 
could never be fulfl!ed and accompliſhed, 
bur in him. 

Bnet. But you ſaid before, ithad reſpect 
to the Virgins Son of that time, and was 
in part ted then. And if it muſt ſtill 
be meant of Cbrif, and made good in him 
224in ſome hundreds of Years after, this 
mak*<: the ſame words to be dei for 
{ever i! meanings, yea, ſuch as muſt be ve- 
rife at far diſtant times, which ſeems a 
ſtrange thing ? 

An. This is moſt uſual in the Scriptwres, 
and <ipeci2. , uu Prophecies, which are of- 
ten ſpoken of one Perſon next in' view 
and near at hand, in whom they are ful- 
filled in pat! - out of another further off, 
who, thou. i {2s hid ill he is ſhown by 
the event > yi che Perſon chiefly meant, 
whereof the other was only a Figare or Type, 
and in whom they are fully to be accom- 
pliſhed. Thus God's Promiſe to David, 

2 5am. 
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z Sam. 7.12, &c, Of ſetting wp his ſeed for 
ever after him, and ſaying, { wil be hus Fa- 
ther, and he ſhall be my Son, though it were 
ſpoken immediately, and in part of Solomon, 
as is moſt apparent, yet was chiefly intend- On 
ed, and fully made good in | Chrift., And TH 1-5- 
the words of David, about God $ net lea- 
ving his ſoul in hell, &c. Pſal. 16. 8, 9, 1 0, 
though leemingly ſpoken, and in part vert- 
| fied of his own Perſon, were yer meant, 
* and fully accompliſhed in Chriff's Refwr- 
” reftion, whereto S. Peter applies them, AZ. 
% 2.29, &c.. And (o when Ged ſaid wno him, 
Thou art my ſon, and I will give thee the Hea- 
} then, Pſal. 2. 7, 8. which had its full effect 
in Chrit, according to S. Pan's interpreta- 
f tion, At 13, 33- And the (ame S. Mat- 
| thew aiſures us of the Virgins Son, which 
though it might have ſome regard to a 
| Child of that time, yet was then only 
fulfiled , when Chrift came, MMatth. 1. 21, 
22, 23. 
© Peſt, Butif rhis Virgins bearing a Son, 
'- be meant of Chrif, How could it be given 
to Achaz, anc the Houſe po pe or 4 
# /zz, ſince he was then afar off, and not to 
-* come till long aſter that Generation ? 
An. Becauſe it was meant of another 
- too, who was to be conceived at that very 
' time, and would Prove a frgn 29 them, And 
W as this inferiour accomplithment, would be 
$ 2a (12n of this anſwerable Deliverance in 
that Age: ſo would the miraculous Birth 
of Chrif, when it ſhould more c—_— 
u 


Teſus u the Chriſt. 


fulfil this Pr , be a much more illy- 
ſtrious ſign, of an incomparably greater, to 
their Succeſſors. And this alſo anſwers the 
end of its being given here for a ſign, which 
15 not limited to any Perſon, ot Time, but 
indefinite, to the Heuſc of David Hed, 
ſays the Prophet, not © ! A41az, but 0 ' houſe 
of David, &c. verſe 13, 14. Belides, in 4 
baz's time, the Faith of Chriſt's being bom 
of a Virgin whilſt only promiſed, weuld 
give it the virtue of a ſign, as well as the 
{1ght of it when pet formed. The end of F 
it was to aſſure then, that the Kings of Sy & 
ri4, and Iſrael, thould not —— againſt | 
them, verſe 4, 7, 9,109. And this, if they ' 
believed it, 'twas apt to do, as an argument þ 
from God's intending for them a greater 
kinene(s, to his readineſs in performing a * 
leſs: for ſending Meſſiah to be born of « | 
Virgin, and to be G:d with ns, muſt argue? 
greater power and kindneſs, than would þ- 
ſuffice ro work this deliverance from theſe 
invading Princes. And after all, it 1s not 
unuſual in the Scriptures, to beget Faith 
and confidence, by ſuch figns, as are re- 
mote and far oft, as God did to Meſe:, 
_ 3.12, and to Hezekiah and the Jew: 
Haialt 37. 30. 

Deft, By tits I perceive this Prophecy, Þ « 
ol a F irgin bearing 4 Jos, WAS bs wy of | 
Meſſi, But was it fulh!led n feſus when 3 f 
Ir Came? | 

A.7. Yes, molt miraculouſly. For lus 
\{orizer that dare him, was a ple Virgit 
a5 
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235 appeared both ow _ ] hs 
v/eph's her reputed Husband, botti Perions 
mm Incegricy , and unqueſtionable 
Credit. And when after her eſpouſal, 7-- 
ſeph doubred of her Chaſtity, becauſe /c 
was fornd with Child before their comimg toge- 
ther, an (rel 15 diſpatched from Heaven 
to clear licr Honour, and to aſſure him, that 
what waz conceived in her, was not any 
Humane Production, bat of the Hely Ghoſt, 
Matth. 1. 18,19, 20. The Holy Gboſt, as a- 
nother Agel explained it to her felf, com- 
" ing upon her, ard the power of the Higheſt over- 
ſhadowing her, when ſhe objected the impe/- 
fbility of her being a Mother, becauſe ſe 
= a pure maid, Luke 1. 34, 33* All which 
\ was fo unqueltionable, and notoriouſly 
'* made out to the Apoſtles, and Primitive Chri- 
 flians, their greateſt Enemies finding no 
prerence to cavil, and ſtart doubts _ it, 
* that they univerſally and firmly believed 
it, and thought it a point of fo great ac- 
count, as to deſerve a place, and make one 
q Article , in that ſhort Summary and A- 
* bridgment of Chriſtian Faith , called the 
7 Afi; Creed, For in that, one thing we 
F' rofels to believe — is, That 
* beug conceived by the Holy Ghoſt, he was bern 
k of the Virgin Mary, 
Lu, No wonder it found a place there, 
$ for it 1s a ſign, not more ſtrange than con- 
2 vincing, being of it (elf alone lutficient ro 
_ /eſns to be the Chrift, ſince in this 
haz r.2 Conprtitors, the like, Tn 
cing 
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being never known, or pretended of any 
other Man. But belides this, are there not 
other notable things ſet down by the Pro- 
phets, as belonging to him , which may ſerve 
ſtil! further to diſcover him ? 

Anſ. Yes, Secondly, That an extraorainary 
Syirit, not only of Wiſdom and Goodneſs, but 
1 of JMiphe or miraculous Power, (hould 
not only deſcend now and then by fits, but 
make a ſettled abode , and reft wpon him, 
Cancerning the branch, that ſhall grow out of 
the root of feſſe, lays the Prophet, the Spirit 
of the Lord ſhall reſt upon him, the Spirit of 
wildem and underſtanding, the Spirit 'f counſel 
and might, the Spirit of lnowledge, and of the 
fear of the Lord, Ifaiah 11. 1, 2. And when 
once the former Prophecies had pointed 
out the exat Year, and place of his ap- 
pearing , this (ign of it ſelf had been e- 
nough to diſcover him. For being thus 
extraordinary, not only for Wiſdom and 
Piery, bur alſo for Might and miraculous 
Power , when any would ſurvey all the 
Men in Bethlehem in ſearch of Meſſiah at 
the prefixed time, he infinitely, above all 
_ muſt needs draw all Mens Eyes to 


im. 

DBnuef. Are there any more things ſtill 
belonging to him , which confirm the 
ſame ? 

Anſ. Yes, Thiraly, That he ſhould be c«z 
off ar a ."aleſa%r by cortupt Jucgment, 
noting the mai circumſtances both previ- 


ous and concomitant , and the ary 
an 
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and then unuſual manner of his puni 4 
And that after his Death, he ſhould rerwrs 


from the Grave, and appear alive again. All 
this the Pſalm, and the He Prophets plain- 
ly foretel of him. hen we ſhall ſee him, 
ſays I/aiah, it will be without form, or come- 
lineſ; : he is deſpiſed, and rejetted of men, [(ai- 
h53. 2, 3. Heisto be betrayed, and ſold 
to his Adverſaries for thirty preces of folver, 
Zach. 11. 12. And when he is in their 
Hands, he ſhall be jas«dged as a priſoner, [faiah 
53. 8. his beck ſhaft be ſcomrged, and bis face 
ſhalt be ſpit on, I(aiah 50. 6. Heſhall be + 
ed and condemned, and cat off ont of the land of 
the living, Ia. 53.8. And as for the man- 
ner of his Death, that ſhall be by the pier- 
cing of his hands and feet, and keeping his Bo- 
dy between them fo at ſtretch, ſaith the 
Pſalnnft , that they may tell all bis boner; A 
plain deſcription of a Death on the Cro 
which being a nt apomp af 
brought in among ew: OY CL Con- 
eſt, muſt needs be unknown in David's 
| iy and ſo more obſervable, to be fore- 
told by him ſo many hundred Years be- 
fore, in deſcribing the (ſufferings of Meſi- 
| «b, Beſides, under this Execution, they 
relate the very words, wherein he ſhould ex- 
preſs the bicterne(s of his Sorrows, and 
wherein the ffarers o» would vent their 


cruel Scoffs, and how they ſhould ſeek to 


ſharpen his Pains by 2a &axght of * vinegar, *P1.65-21. 
and pierce or thruſt him through, as f Ze- + Zech. © 
dey declared in a Text , Which the old 17:1*: 


Rabbins 
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Rabbin; applied to Chriſt, and when he was 
Dead, ſhare bis garment by caffting Lats for 
it. They pierced my hands and my feet, 1 may 
tell aff my bones, they part my garments amo 

them, and caſt lots mpon my weſtwre : My God, 
my Ged, why haſt thon forſaken me > Whilft they 


ftare apon me, ana langh me to ſcorn, ſaqing, He 


traffed in God that te woul a aelines bim, {et 
him deliver bim if he delight in him, (ys the 
=T Plan 22. 1; 7, $,.16,-17; 36. 
"hich Pſaim, and thele paſſages of it, ac- 
cording to the Letter, never fully verified 
1m the Story of David, after the Jews of 
old, te New Teſtament applies 0 Chrif, 
Mar, 27. 35,43, 46. & fobn 19. 24. 
paces evidently forerel the merhod of his 
Death 2nd Humiliation, And then afcer 
Death , the fame Prophets as evidently 
foretel, that he ſhould not lie to * /ee cw 
raption, but FELT from the grave, (OA long, | 
happy, 2nd ſucceſsful Life. When he bal F 
make 1is Sol an offering for Sin, he ſhall prolong | 
hir days; 10 that aſter his dying as a Sacre 
fice, be was to bea live Man. Nay, i | 
pleaſure of the Lord ſhall proſper in bis land, 
tle ſhall ſee of the travel of bis ſoml, ind ſhall 
be (girfied;, (» that he was alto to be aa 
active , undertaking, and (uccelbful Man, 
verſe 10. yea, [ will ar: i2e him ports; Wie 
rhe pre, 11 he j/1'{ itige tis [15 with te 
frog; that is, be molt Wei thy, Potent, 
and Vitorious aviongit Mun, w/e 124 
All winch long, 2ctive, md happy Life, was F 


to be beſtowed on }:um , wot only alter 
P's 
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his Death, but as a recompence and reward 
of it. He ſhall &ivide the ſpoil with the ſtrong, 
becanſe he hath poured ont his ſoul unto ha 
and was numbered with the tr anſpreſſors, that is, 
was condemned and executed in the herd 
of Malefactors, ver/e 12. 

neſt, 1 fee all this was plainly prophe- 
lied of Aeſſiah, and was it fully mace good 
in /c/«s Chriſt ? 

Azſ. Yes, For he appeared in a poor and 
deſpicable condition, as a * corpenter's cn, * Marth. 
He was /o/d by his own Servant | jor 14511 oo $4- 

: . . . Nur, 9. vo 
pieces of ſalver, which did the [rater NO + nth. 
good, but by an over-ruling Providence 25. 15. 
was caſt to the Potter, or to * buy the Pat- *Mar.2-.-, 
ters Field for a Burying place, 5 Zechary 
had foretold. He was put in Bon«'s as a 
Prifener , and led about before f 1c high- + Luk. 22. 
prieſt, Herod, and the Roman Gorernonr, They X 4P-23+ 
* ſcorged him, and f /vir upon jim, they * Jo. 15-1. 


* condemned and cut him cf}, aC.OrdMng to the rms 
word of Jſaias, not only as 4 MalefaCtor, 

| but alto in company with then;, executing 
{ him | berween two thieves, as the Evangeliſts * Nur. 15. 


25. 5*. 


relate of him. And as {ur the manner of -7-2%- 
tus Death, chough Crucihxion was ww Jew- 


| i/þ, but a Rowan Punithmen'. and after the 
High Prieft ad pronounccy lum gailty of 


* Blaſphem», by the conititution of the Jews + warth. 
and the f Law of Ateſes, he thould have 25. 65. 
been floned : yet by the ſpecial ordering of * 7. 24: 
God, lic tuffered by the piercing of his hand; 3 


| and feet, and hanging (o at ſtretch upon the 
| | ree, that his bones might be numbered. AC- 


cording 
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41, 43- 


» Marth. 


27. 460» 


+ John 15. 
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according to the words of David, In his 
extremities, though the cuſtom of the Na- 
rion was to Offer [tupefactives, as ine and 
Amrh, to benum the Senſe, and eaſe the 
pains of dying Perſonsz yet to verifie the 
ſaying of the Pſalmift, they brought him 
* Finegar , to whet and ſharpen his. The 
chief Prieſts, with the Scribes avd Elders, molt 
inhumanly faring on him , ſaid with cruel 
(corn, He + trafted in God, let kim deliver 
Lim now if he will have him, the very words, 
which the Holy P/almift had ſo long before 
ſet down for them: and he himſelf cried 
out, * My God, my God, why haſt thom for- 
[aken me ? The very words again, which 
that Holy Prepher ſpoke for him in his ex- 
tremity. As he hung upon the Crols, 2 
Soldier T pierced his fide , and thruſt him 
through , to falfil the words of Zechery. 
And when they ſaw he had expired, the 
fer Soldiers that ſtood by, and were t9 ſhare 
his Cloathes, would nr divide bis ſcamleſi 
coat, but * caſt lets for ut, according to the 
Prediction of the P/a/mifft. Amidſt ali 
which ſtrange congruities, he had one 0- 
ther qualifying circumſtance , which the 
Prophet //aiah remarks , viz. tO make bu 
grave, aS with the wicked , by dying for 2 
pretended Crime , ſo) with the rich in hu 
dab, Ifaiah 5 3- 9. which was verified, b 

his being wrap! in fine linen, and Entom 

as by his care, ſo in t fo/eph of Arimathea! 
own Sepnlchre, ho was 4 * rich mas, 


And then as for 
has 


«@ % > % 3 ®. M$. _n WRONG 
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lis return t5 life again, ro be an wndertaking, 


Funny , and moſt poremr, happy Perlon: 


that has been moſt notoriouſly, and emi- 
nently made good, in our Ble(led Saviour's 
Reſurre&ion, and in the unparalleled ſuc- 

cels of bis Religion in all places fince that 

time. And this again, heck his Re- 
ſurrettion , 15 another note, which as it fits 

leſs to be the 1Mefſis, ſo beyond diſpute 
excludes all other Men. For though Thex- 

dts, and Fadar, 25 Gamaliel* obſerved, and * At: 5- 
ofher falſe Chriſt;, in juſt reward of their 3%, 37: 
Impoſtures, have been condemned and 

flainz yet was never any of tlem icen to 
return to life again, to carry on their 
pretences, and to proſper and tliive in 

them. 

Lueft. Have you any other notable, and 
appropriating marks to add from them, to 
theſe already given ? 

Anſ. Yes, Feurthly, That he thould par 
an exd to the Jewiſh Sacrifices, and to the 
Covenant brought ” by Moſes, by realon of 
cs imperfection 3 and inſtead thereof, make 
a new, 2nd more Gracious and Perfett Covenant, 
between Ged and Men. And this being a 
moſt publick change, and aboliſhing an In- 
ſtirution molt peculiarly diſtinguithed, and 
univerſally eyed and taken noyuce of a- 
mong Men, it muſt neec!s be a convincin 
112n, and (ſuch, as all miglic eatily fee, = 
obſerve when It came. When Meſſiah 
comes, ſaith the Provliet Danicl, he thall 
male an ra ſinofferings, and cauſe the Mo- 

I ſaical 


G4 ( 
* <Q WS 4 
Cid 1 


« fact * Covent, 25 
- 1. And this Covenant was to ofter more 
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ſaical Saurifices and Oblations toceale, Dan. 9. 
24 27, Behold! the days come, ſaith the Lord, 
by /erorich, that ] will male a rew covenant 
with the hoſe of Iſracl, and ſudah, Jer. 31-31 
Which days are plainly the d 11: Aeſiah, 
noted rwcrſe 22, who was to be the ." leſſen 
Ler or And if the Covenant, an{iwerable 0 
the Ancc! '; Preſeme amons the Pow, 
by w/- * -iiſir he eftabliihed the 14- 
!/alucby foretold, Aful. 3. 


large Inculgence, and ticher Overtures of 
Gtoce, Witch would make it a Meflage 


v. /ry, aS } Zabary, a pr blicaiion of Peace, and 
JS.1.7'4tion, 2 krir9ing v/a tidings of ro6d, a bind- 
10 wp of brocy hearts, 1:4 proci:: mm? liber- 
ty tothe Captiver, and preachirs the atteptable 
* *.:ye40 of the Lira, as * I/aiah: 10 as LO for- 
2 gine iniquity, asS t ferens; mirbing reconcilia- 
> 1x (ot it, as * DAamecl ; opening A lomntain to 
d.253 \y 2111 d\vdy /44 and HALCANKE][S, 45S f Zechary 
LL <: JY<. 
reſt. And did Jeſus filth] 5!] this ? 
Ar. <5, he hat! token of the yoke of 
i/oſes, A! % of il EY | t; Drains'ices, mailing 
them wnt» 15; Croſs, Col. 2. 14, iy hath 
luiziled all iormer, 2nd fupe: leced all la- 
te: Sirrhoces by one: a 12 347 016 Sari BY 
bins!" . Nev. 25, 26, Be hath Þ 
brong!t 'n 5 C0 :am, the Laws whete 
08 nave more 1% 1 our own Reaſon, 
C pj "( 2, 2e;ny * Wil 4 cur beovts and | 
, mands1, \; makes them tic ecfer ro be 
remmires, as Arles i, brought in ay Bf 


ing 
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ing 1 the Laws of Meſſiah \\iould be, accord. 
ng f) 24:1 6/4 Traduin Of the Rablicc: an wm 
tlie Miercy Wie el extends to the fo. zive Tk 
nels of more (ns 4 as the Prophets foretold. | 
eh.in co { b- I W« = for by the Law of 
Aoi [ ” linrder, « Adultery, under that 
La :., God ain reed of no Sacrifice 0 ben 
ary perſons wiqmiry, US May be teen 1n* Le- * 
viticus , And as D.:vid declares in T'riah's 
Caſe, Pc. 51.16, Nor for Javlatry, Deut. 
LY. 2+ 3, OCC;. NOF for Paumng their ſeed to Me- 
Ib, nor for ſcehing after Wizards, nor for 
curſing Parents, nor for Inceſt, Or Sodemy, Ot 
Beſtiality, a\) winch were /uroly to be put tc 
death according ty» God's Ordinance, Lev. 
20. 2, 6,9, 11, 12,13, 15, 16. Nor in gene- 
ral, for any preſumptuons offence, the iniquity 
whereof, as the Law {ys was not to 
laid npon any Srcrifice, but tO reſt wpon them:- 
ſelves, and they to be mtterly cnt off, Num. 
IF. 39, 3l. and Air without mercy, He. 19. 
28, Nay, undei it a c-/- 115 pronounced, 
not only to tl;ule, 1116 i\tre vruilty of foine 
certain offences, bur, wii was more hard 
to be avoided. to all, wi's coined 111t 14 all 
points written in the L1w, to &, thc), Devur. 
27,26. & Gal. 3. 209. But for all theſe 
{1ns , unpardonable by the 4-CH44 Couc- 
ant, OUr Saviour, V1), According to the 
Hoy Prion: C&S, Vo tb 1141.7 141 a fuller 
Pardon aus ON» 0 1145, than befor 
was offcred , Got: biuckinun 1rdon, on 
lens a As TY | \cw (Core 


T Il us 15 the C hr:, [ 


'euve, are juſtified from all things from which 
they ink not be juſtified by the law of Meer, 
Act. I 3, 30, 3 9. 

Oveft, Was he to co any more things 
veto this - 
AS £Þ 

> ar a mighty Prince, 
(2 3 Iaia LN (ball be upon ht, Lou! acy, 4 1a it [Fall 
crete withyint end upon the thy one «t Dawig, 
Ar: 4 HPOY tzs kinodom, to orger, ard eta liſh it, 
' pulice and Juagmient; ur ever, L1azah 9, 6, 

7. Andtlus Principality, they tay, thall be, 
not over the /cri/b Nation alone, to whom 
the Chrrch of God had been conhned a- 
foretime: but over the Certiles row, who 
thould all com? in, and lubmit to tum. Tre 


Fiithly, I] oO forma 4 tingaom, and 
| le Government, 


rect of jeſſe, woul) thall ſtana tir an Enfign 
f 11: Veeple, ſhall (et ug an Enfien (ir tre Na- 
, 8:25, and xwnto it ſhall the F Gennes {ceb, 112, 


II. 1,12. Aty [ertantjha't oring forth juds- 
p.C775 76 Tr.4 Gentiles, [ wil g12e him for a cote- 
the Geritiles, fo 
liaah 4:, 


L364 
3% 


Ti.C Peopic, "9 A l,aht 6 


LY, 
Fat: (118 T7 the e/:14)5 Ti the CAY 70m 


C AS ' 4 * 
1, 6. X<y. 6 To lim whom wan aeſpiſeth, 
Aiig. Fall ſee avid aviſe, Princes aiſo ſhall wor- 
it;p, 1 will li't up my hand to the Genus, 


ana tr.cy ſhall thy ſons in thr 41 ms, 414 


[+ CilMU/N!CVS -217 be cried wponu their ſhoml- 
aers, Ard Kings [hail be ty nurſing fathers, 
ara their ues tr; nm ſino mothers: the) 

| Ew vows t9 1:00, Wall their face towards 


, 
ard lic $9 tt 


- FS s fi y ect, lia. 
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Oueſt, If 1eſſiah were to come as ſuch 
2 Royal Prince, and ere an Univerſal 
Monarchy over all Nations by that he 
might ea(ily be known, and no Man would 
be at 2 los to diſcern who « he, when once 
this is done. . 

Anſ. No more, than they are at a lots 
to know who is the King of Great Britair, 
the German - mpcrowr, Ol the Grand Signor, 
Beſides the depend2:1c1c -, that make lo ma- 
ny concerned with t!1<1n, the Quality and 
Greatnels of (ſuch C1! 2:ters, 1s enough to 
make any Man known, and craw all Eyes 
upon him. 

Qneft, And cid {5 found ſuch a King- 
dom ? 

Arſ. Yes, ſuch Kingly Power he claimed 
before Ponting Piate, John 13, 37». And 
{uch he exerciſes in the World. His Do- 
minion, praiſed be God, goes beyond the 
few, an4 is (pread far and wide among 
the Nations, Wioſe Princes ſubmit their 
Scepters to his, and giory in being his Ser- 
vants, ana account being (tiled Defenders of 
the Fuh, meſt C!:rit:tn, or Cathelich Kings, 
the very Flow-r 0! 2] their / relcr, 

Deſt, But ho: Cid le appear like ſuch 
a mighty Prince, tince he made no pom- 
pous Entran.e, with (plendid Retinues, and 
[{t:ong Guards ; nor c:ected any Courts, to 
judge of P,opertics; nor liſted potent Ar- 
mes, to repel Invaders; nur came furnith- 
ed, either with rich Mannors and Prefer- 
ments, to reward good Se: vices; or with 
F-3 Vito, 
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viſible and preſent Prniſhments , ſuch as 
Contiſcations, Prilons, Gibbets, to avenge 
tlie Tranſgrethons ot his Followers 7 

Chis - indeed, was the thing, that 
of all others was 2 Fun! iro Bl:uk tro the 
jews, Who expettcd a yS oniwr Saviour, A 
Prince in worldly Power, Pomp , and 
(z1eatnels. J:::t as to / 171 4 s rutward Ap 
pear une, the Protects furetold quite COU 
trary things. So wid [/r1.h o_ others, 
C4.1Ng Chr; '# 1118 100 mA" ar;; ſeth, how 


the natien an yrcth, 4 [arvant of ruic ;, [aiah 
49. 7. IV: i/-all grow wp, 1g ©! he in ano- 
ther p:uc, 5 4 te: icr #/.:. ant of & @y 
wroxiid, 't b1tu ne form 3s « melimeſs, there 21 
ys leanry ti. e'h-500 al/114 lim, He tt 


* 4A ds! of ſorrows, 
rwanitcd ith pricf, eve we hid as it 

ct» m (, being ath2amed to 

hi'it ;-//ar49 5-36 34. 3. BY tele ac 

'<, 18 OUT appear ance, he was to 

.C iNOTE !:KE 1 Pc atant, thn a Piince. 
ut Is At 20M (o.1ny li crea U}, Was 
oe Oicitual, giving Laws, rot ony $0 
-.{-.3*t5 , iwhich are triable in Secular 

( 17 to MensHearrs andC onle! nc2s3 
£1119, and aid,ng them , by unicen 
enccs.. and pal tia \ſhſtances ; 
=: TATINL t with Tem- 
3. but Ereci i Recompences; ol mec- 
7 Wt I )oOn.:nition, over Mens 
ons, Cr Puric>, oa = relating tO 
"14 Lite, but leaving thi j/oner 1 the 
Ive hangs, Whete-it Was ivdg'd before. 


And 
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And ſuch a principality as this our Saviour 
claimed, telling Pilate he was 4 King, but 
that his kingdom was not of this world, for if 
it had, his ſervants would have fought, t» have 
delivered him from the {ews, John 18. 36. 

Oneft, Was Meſſiah to do dny other no- 
tzble thing, which would ſtill be a further 
manifeſtation of him ? 

nl, \ cs, $1xthly, He was to conrert tre 
Heathen worla from their Iaul- wor/kip,and make 
[1zan-l.1.try fall belore him. Is that day, 
{uith //aiih, delcribing Chrif's Kingdon) 
both over te xs and * Gentiles, the Lord alone 
[all le exalted, 4 tle Jaols ſhall he utterly 
abuliſh, I(aiah 2.17 13. 1n that day, lays 
God by Zakny, I will cut off the names of 
the Idols cut of the land, and they ſhall na more 
be rememtred, {eclh. 13. 2. All nations then 
[hall ſerve him, all natio1s ſhall call him bleſſea, 
laith the P[almift, Plal. 72. 11, 17. 

Qreft, Did fe perform tis when he 
Cane ? 

A»ſ. Yes, he drave the proud Spirits out 
of their Temples, and i1lenced them in a!l 
their Oracles and other Divinations, and 
convinced the World, that thoſe they had 
|.itherto worthipped for Gods, were De- 
\i!ls, and that thote are no Gods, which are 
ade with hands. And of this, there were 
{> many inſtances, as there were of Hea- 
then Men, and Heathen Nations, tliat turn- 
ed Clhiiſiians, 

Dacft, Thyiz Conrerts, indeed, are (0 
many plain pots of the overthrow of 

[4 Idols, 


TYEc 2, . 
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Idols, fircc i © {11 Nep in Chriſtianity 15 
the 1cn wiicing of 11,2 Devil, and of al! 
Ido! gocs. But 5. doth it appear that he 
put an end t the:. O acles, and other Di- 
Vinations, which vie ſtrongeſt argu- 
ment of thi; Dis in.y anions their Wor- 
ſhippers ? 

Ar Ax his Lirth dcrev/ near, they all 
prew Ct .o: God (topping all cer falle 
mouths againtt thi. ume, that his own E- 
ternal Word might bs licard alone. The 
famed Ap ras then fo ſpating of his Re- 
ſponſes, tli2t * Cicero thou7ht His renowned 
Oracle 5 Dells; hi cealed in his days. 
And thugl aſterwars bw did ſpeak ſome- 
times, as I thull note 121 teveral inſtances: 
yer by the Power and Spuit of our Lord, 
when his Rel1-:on had got footing in the 
Word, his uh vas wholly ſtopped, and 
czed wp witt t + Keys c/ vever D:vinng ſt- 
lence, 25 hi{mMMTES lays In 2 Frewel Anſwer 
reorued by. his Chanipion f Porphyrine. 

| 0 Vee al the Mreuchs of fapiter 
A '. 20d of 3; other unpu;c Spinits 
mot! {uuicd fr Ozrcies mn other places. 


Fj cir devonet Worthippe:s with pricf 
lo” wth 


behc:.!- aud ainired: wnd Pletarch, a learn- 

ed Heathen, wiokvre! witiin an hundred 

Yeais after C5: , wiit a * Back abour it 

W 4 he inquires t!:e beſt Ie 

il-SOf_ 17. 

100 gence: | ſilence 15 be- 

yo1d queſtion. But can you thow that /-- 
ſors icaced them? 


Ana'. 


- 
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4*ſ. Their own profeſſed Advocates make 
him the cauſe of the Demons withdrawing 
themſelves from Men, both in this and in 
other effects of their preſence with them. 
t or farce feſws began to be worſhipped, lays ag't 
* Porphyry,the Goas are no longer converſant with | FIG: Ev. 
Aen, nor has any Man received any publick be *coiry 
: ; Mr "XX 
refit by 1/em, Nay, the vanquithed Spirits ;. 1. +> 
themicives, who gave ſo many Icltimo- Thee», 
nies to him, when he drove then from be- 4 £7414. 
fore his perſonal Preſence here on Earth, (777 © 
in their Oracles, and other Divinations, © 
confeſled fo. For when Azg»/f, in whole 
time our Saviour was born , inquired of 
Apollo who thould ſucceed him in the Em- 
pire, his Reply was, 25 f $:i4.4 reports, Th. * Under 
an Hebreiv Boy, who rules the bleſſed Goar, had Aye" 
commanacd him te pack away te Hell, ard leave pas: & 
that place, (o that he was like to give them 
no more anſwers. Again, in the days of 
N:«cletian, as © C ont antine relates in his E- * F 4b. de 
aick to the Prorincials of the Ft, he gave Vit 6 07 
. |, Rf. i. 2. 
o1t another 0-.c/e, Declaring ke cenld give | 2 
ro trae Anſwers, becauſe the juſt Perſons © 
win the Farth, And when Diccletian asked, 
J!::5 were the jſt Perſons : the Prieff an- 
(ered ; Trey were the Cl.riftians, Which 
Corſtuntine declares, and calls God to witneſs, 
Was Tarr in tis keari; er, Who, being a ter) 
1 cuth, 2t121ded the Emiperour at that time. 
Afterw3rs, in the Reign of 7alian f, when 
IS Tempe at Daphne, cclebrated for Orac! 


t S;20m. 


eG, Mil Fi 


f. 5.0. 15. © T. 04. Hit. Bcc. l. 3.6, 109, & Chryſ. Homil. £ 
2, Bb, 
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was confronted by a Chriftian Church, 
wherein were laid the Bones of the Mar- 
tw Babylas, he preſently grew ſpeechle/s. And 
when {»lia» preſſed him for an Antwer, by 
magnificent Gifts and Sacrifices, at laſt he told 
him, He was hindred from giving Oracles ty 
the dead Bodies in that place, Which the Em- 
perour well underſtanding , fngled ont the 
Coffin of Babylas, without Ciiturbing tliÞ 0v- 
ther dead, whereof many lay there in- 
rerr d,and ordered the Chriitians to remove 
it. Indeed, when tle Herken at 2ny time 
conſulted their Guds by Sacrifice, and V. ere to 
read their Anſwer painted upon the enty a:!;, 
if any of their Chriſtin Servants happene? 
fc) {tand by, te wiched Spur ts fled away with. 
ut giving the accuſtomed ſigns, and their ae- 
levred Proplets could male ve Preaiflion, 
Which being complained of to their wick 
ec an luperititious Princes, as leveraltimes 
the wtiiict caule, as * Laitariins notes, Which 
enraged them to perſecute the Chriſtians, In 
Patticuiar, it inflamed Dielertian to bogin 
ts Pe (ecution, the Bloodielt of all others, 
For his maaneſs againſt them, as the | lame 
Asitior reEPOreS, WAS becaule their preſence, 


ard profeſſion of Faith in feſw, ſtopped the 
moutl +4 his Gods, and troubled all his Sacri- 
tccr, So that whiilt any of them was there, 
though he offered often , one time after 
another, this ſuperſtitious Man, an in{atia- 
ble ngu!ret m0 Futurities, cnld receine n 
anſmcr, Nay, to thew further the Power, 
\\ Fiici), as [ 7, nIt Ollly Cuoriſt Liinſetf, 


DU! 
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but every common Chriſtian had, to com- 
mand and controul theſe unclean Demons, 
' Tertullian deſires the Emperours to make 
tle Experiment, and bring any that 15 vex- 
idby a Pemon, Or any Prophet that is thought 
(pired by him, before the ſudgment ſeat : and 
there (et any poor Chriſtin, tO) command that 
}'emen 10 ſpeak who he is, And if, 1aith he, 
*'! aarirg to be te him, le d:th Vt as truly 
there before you all confeſs himſelf a Devil, as 
le had falſly ctherwhere proclaimed himſelf 4 
Gea, then let that malapert Chriſtian be put to 
death , for undertaking what he is net able to 
wike gowd, And the ſame is alledged by 
f Minatice Felix in his Book, again(t the Hee- 
fALER 
Queff. This extirpation of Pagan Idola- 
try, being an effect (o illuſtriouſly great, 
2d that would be ſo vehemently oppoſed, 
and wherein ſo many People and Nationy 
vere concerned, it muſt needs be the ob- 
ſervation , and aſtoniſhment of all the 
World, and all Men muſt evidently fee 
wen it 15S brought abour 7 
Anſ, Yes, and (o it happ2ned. Afﬀeer 
er Saviout's Death, it was teiie great bu- 
lin-15, that took up Mens thoup!;r ; and dif- 
courie, that exerciſed the Pens of the belt 
\Virs, and the Skill of Politicians, that un- 
|heatned r',e Magiſtrates Swo-d againſt the 
(,odlieſlt ot his Subjects, ai: exyoſed the 
bleſſed Aerts on Theatres, wo 111d Beaſts, 
and all forts of Torments 3n.! Deachs, 11 
a the Reman Empire, and other places, for 
leveral 


"FL; 
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ſeveral Ages. This Triumph of Afiab 
over Satan, that grand Enemy and Uſurper, 
made a2 greater , and more univerſal and 
laſting noiſe, and aſtoniſhment, than ever 
was made at the downfal of the vaſteſt, and 
moſt potent Empire. 

Oneft, Bur beſides this evidence, as it 
accompliſhed a Prediction; was not fuch 
wonderful prevalence of Chriſt's Religion, 
over all the Legal Eſtabliſhments __ 
latrous Religions of the World, a clear 
teſtimony of God tro him, as it was 2 
molt miraculous, and plainly Divine 
ting - 

Avſ. Yes, indiſputably it was. VWhen 
Religions prevail, that have been in poſ- 
{ſeſſion for ſeveral Ages; that ſhows the 
power of Cuſtom, and Education. When 
tuch, as are inforced by Laws and Arms, 
and which the Secular Power doth eſpouſe, 
and propagate; that ſhows the might of 
Authority, and forcible \ iolence. When 
ſuch, as are agreeable to Mens Luſts, and 
gratihe their natural inclinations, that ma- 
nifelts how eafily Men are perſuaded to 
what they like, and the mighty influence 
of natural Propenſions. When ſuch, as 
come fortified wich a general Vogue, and 
numerous Aflertors ; that ſhows the over- 
awing influence of Crouds, and Multitudes, 
Burt when a Religion is made up of felt- 
denials, and runs in many tinngs crols to 
Mens common ſentiments, and in niore 
L their inclinations, and forete!s ſufferings 

0 


s mace their 
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to 115 followers, and inrages evil Men, and 
evil Spirits. When it decries the aſſumed 
Divine Honours of Emperours, and ſtints 
and controuls all their unjuſt, and _ 
commands. When it leſſens the credit of 
2!l Gentile Prieſts, who at that time had the 
guidance of Mens Conlſciences, reproving 
their moſt extol'd Opinions, as falſe, or 
frivolous; and their moſt beloved Practices, 
as wicked, or ſuperſtitious. When it en- 
ters again(t all authority of Laws, and crafc 
of Politicians, and (ubtilty of Philoſophers, 
and power of Magiſtrates, and violence of 
Tumulrs, and Prejudices and Luſts of all, 
! and ſecks to pull up all the firmeſt eſtabliſh- 
ments of former Ages, altering not only the 
publick Conſticution , but , what uſually 
men are more fond of, the approved Reli- 
gion of hg ne under which God had 

nceſtors moſt Alourithing and 
victorious, as was plain in the caſe of the 
Romans, When it attempts all this by a 
* few, and thoſe too unlearned, and unfriend- 
ed, mean , and deſpicable Perſons. And 
; when they (eek toatchieve it, not by fraud, 
| or indirect arts, or quaint ſpeeches, or fly 
* allurements , but by meckly telling a plain 
ſtory concerning feſ#;, and hoping to pre- 
Vail and conquer all, not by Fighting, but 
Suffering for him. When a Religion, [ 
lay, that teaches ſuch hard and unwel- 
come Leſlons, and is managed by ſuch In- 
ſtruments, and mects with ſucl eppoliti- 
ons, and has nothing humane great, or Prc- 
m.111g 
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miſing about ir, but all things great, and, 
to reaſon, inſuperable againſt it, doth yer 
after all overſpread the World, at the ſame 
time all viſible Powers ſeem thus combi- 
ned to drive it out of it: tis plain it is 
helped On by an imviſible Hand, and that 
God interpoles to make it victorious. And 
I need not ſhow, how tliis was the cale of 
Chriſtianity, in all theſe particulars. 

Cnueft, Thoſe Prophecies, which prefixt 
the exact time of Aeſſiah's coming , did 
plainly prove felrus to be the Man, becauſe 
none ſtarted up ar the time appointed, to 
make any competition. Bur if there had, 
theſe other 112ns, which you have given 
from them, are (© yreat, ſo peculiar, and, 
{o obvious, I wil: not ſay, to be obſerved, 


but fo hard, and almoſt impolſtible, when 
brought to pals, to be overlooked, as muſt 
needs to the (atisfaction of a!l reaſonable 
nquircrs, demonitrate lum to be the Per- 
ſon againit ajl pretenders. 

Ar/. Moſt certainly they would, to 2 Þ 


that kn'-.. his Story, what he was, and did, 
and vwu'ld take the pains tocompare it with 
tic! diſtinguiſhing marks. which the Holy 
Prophets fever?! bundred Yeats before 
h1d given of him. For had any fal/e Chrif 
appeared exactly in re fulneſs of time, ( 25 
trough the care of GYxis watcliful Pro: 
1CENCE \ one then 1:32: any pPreteEnce 
belic's "EK yet [14.1 15 5-41 eaitretothow 
ſuch ceccirer was wo! tis Chrijt whom 
tac P:plicts foretolil, tocaule he was not 


by 
born Þ 
% 447 of 


| 


| 
d 
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born of a pure Maid, whereto no Man but 
our Saviour ever pretended. Or becaule, 
if he did at ſome times ſhew ſome feats of 
Magick, as the Enchanters whom foſephu 
raentions, yer he was not withal eminent 
for Piety, or had not the Spirit reſting up- 
on him, to do Cures on all occaſions, and 
of all ſorts, or to caſt our Devils of what- 
ever kind, and numbers, which no Man 
but 7e/« ever enjoyed. Or becauſe, thou 
he might die for his Impoſture, as he juſtly 
ceſerved, yer his Death was not in that 
way they had deſcribed , nor with thoſe 
many notable circumſtances they had pre- 
fixed for it. Nor would any ſuch falſe 
Chriſt: riſe again from the Dead, as God 
plainly promiſed Meſſiah thould , and our 
feſms did. Nor were they any of them the 
Authors of a new Covenant, which ſup- 
plied what the Covenant from Afoxnt Si- 
141 wanted. Neither Cid rey erect a King- 
dom, taking 11 the Genriler. 45 well ds the 
{ewijh Nation: nor had kings and Queens 
to come and worthip, and pay homage to 
them. Nor did flivy convert the Gentile 
World from the wcthip of Idols, and 
drive the Devils out of all their Temples, 
as he did molt gluiouſly by his appear- 
ance, 

Weff Dur atter 5] rthete inſtances, of a 
punctual , and exact accomplithnient of 
the ancient. Prophecies mn fe/#s, doth not 
J{aiah foretel . that in Meſſinl's days, the 
elf ſtall dwell with tlc Lamb, ard the Leo- 
para 
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pard withile Kid, that the ſucking Child ſhalt 
play (afely ca the bole of the A'p and they ſhall 
nut hurt, nor arſtyoy in all Gods ho y mountain, 
Ifaiah 11.6, 7, 8, 9. That then Men ſat 
beat their ſwords into plow-ſhares , and their 
ſpears into pruning-books, nation ſhall not lift mp 
ſword againſt nation, neither ſhall they learn war 
ary more, Ifaiah 2. 4. By thele, and ſuch 
like Prophecies, 1fſiab was to bring ina 
marvellous Probity , and univerſal Peace 
into the Werld And amidit ail the in- 
juries, the bitter Contentions, and bloody 
Wars among Chriſtians, how 1s this ac- 
complithed ? 

Anſ. Thelc Prophecies ſpeak not this of 
2!l Perſons in his days, but only of all that 
will be his true followers, and govern them- 
ſelves according to Prince / 7eſſiah's Laws, 
and Practice. For that, which thall pre- 
Venc 41] avire kurt amony them, lays Iſaiah, 
is the full knowledge of the Lord, which re 
ſtrains only ſuch, as will practiſe what they 
ited. Iſaiah 11. yg. And they, who 
ſhall beat their ſwords into plew ſhares, lays It 
again, are the many people, whom Meſſiah 
ſhall rebuke, which, according to the uſual 
Phraſe of Scripture , may imply their a- 
mending upon h15 rebuking them, 1/aiah 2. 
4. They wee the lincerely devour, and 
honeſtly beent, who fy to one another, 
Let us go up to the houſe of the God of faceh, 
ard rc will teah us of his ws, and we wil þ 
walk in them, \ct\e 3, Bur as fort the 1n- 
violable maiitenauice of this Probity and Þ , 

Peace, 
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Peace, by thoſe, who are only his nominal 
Servants, or by the univaſality of Men 
in his days, that doth not follow from 
thele places3 nor Ccorh ic :vell compcrt with 
the preſ-nt ſtate of human Natute, which 
iS mixt with many angry, and incroaching 
Paſhons ; nor ſuit wich other Prophecies 
bufore-mentioned , that ſpeak of much 
wickedne(s after 17e7ab's coming, and of 
many ſtill retaining heir old gemus, which 
Previctions mult all be accoinpluned, as 
well as ch<te. 

Queſt, Bur if this Peace and Probity 
are to be fo limited, aut conditionate 1 
the event, how come they to be expreſle 
ſo generally, and 2bfoluteiy in die P.rficti- 
on? ls it not odd to l,eik of an © t<ct as 
univerial under Adc{tab, which th]! not 
apvear univerſally in all under hi v, but 
only in th ſe that will hearken to 'rm ? 

Asl. Nog; for in an feet, whe: -in ch 
he, and they are juyntLy cocerned , his 
ſaying all thall do ir, impiz> t . y thall fo 
far, a> CONCETiS his pit, and Ot i iv ould 


| > al which ters Hin towards it. 


And this 7 Fas gone, giving a Law as 
apt to engender, 4:11. weirrve Peace, as 


any Liw cas be, 1d raking away all (e- 
; 


| par ting and Civictiy :1 5 introduced by 
| {le which wer 4.7 t > make vifference 
| Vetieer Jews nd Gentiles, And to lay 

| all en ſhall ao athire, when C:id has done 
| bi part to make Co it, though, through 


tric vbitinate wicks.ncls, many of them 
will 
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will not do it in the event, is a form of 
Speech ulual in Holy Scriprwre. Thus it 
is particularly in Leetie/, when God fore- 
rels tlic taking aw.77 all deteſtable Idols;, and 
yet ©. th. "ne place ſpeaks of feveral, 
who w: id (till retain them, and thereay 
incur his heavy indignation, Ezekve/ 11. 18, 
21, And in 7eremy, when God fotetels 
hir preples living again in their own land alter 
fr1c captinity, molt pronſly, and peaceably, Jer, 
32. 37, &c. although, through their ſtub- 
born wickets, which nothing would 
amend, things fell out contrary. 

Qnef. But though theſe Prophecies do 
not imply, that every Man ſhall live fo 
when A:ſiah comes, yet however they 
leem to note that many will, who would 
r.ot otherwiſe z and that Godlineſs, Peace, 
and J'iſtice, ſhall mightily increale in the 
World by his appearance. And has this 
been fulfilled by 7eſws ? 

Anſ Yes, it was eminently verihed in 
the tirſt times. For then the Chriſtians 
were remarkably, as the moſt virtuous Þ 
livers, and honeſt dealers, ſo moſt —_ | 
and friendly among themlfelves ; See, * fa 

* the Gentiles, how the Chriftians love one ans 
ther, They were abſolutely the beſt Neigh Þ 
bours, being ſo far from offering any inju- F 
ries, that they durſt not requice them, but 
with Prayers and Kindneſſss. They were 


indiſputably the moſt tzme, and peaceable 

Subjects, overcoming all the outragious 

violence, and oppreſhons of their Perſe- 
Cuteors, | 
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cutors, not by fighting their way through 
chem, but by Faith and Patience under them. 
And like effects, his Reiigion has produced 
in all other rimes, upon all thoſe, who 
were true followers both of him and them, 
and were Chriitians ui very deed, nuc on- 
ly in name and profeſſhon. It has impro- 
ved all peaceable tempets, and ſweetned 
many fowre, and finoothed many ro 
ones, and broughe Men of the moſt dif- 
ferent Complex1ons, Eſtates, Intereſts, and 
Abilities, to live fairly and ſociably roge- 
ther. Indeed, all Men are not thereby 
made godly, juſt, and tame, as we mult 
not expect they ever will be in this World 
for Men will be Men, and thew human pal\- 
ſtons, and errors, under any inſtitution. 
But yer the common eſtate of the World 
is much amended, and thi goeraly 
much more fairly, and equitably managed, 
and the true God more duly and devoutly 
worthipped, and all Virtue and Piety in 
greater repute, and Injuſtice much curbed, 
and both private, and publick Qu. els, 
much more frequently prevented, and :: »re 
fairly and ſpeedily compoied fince Chriſt's 
coming amongſt us, than they we: - h<fr5re. 
$0 that alchough the improvement oi chele 
Virtues among us, 15 iitcle 11 1c[pet of our 
ails, and oppor: unicies3 ver 1+ it great in 
compariſon with the form... ' ce of the 
World,and may pals for 2 New, R:gi.ceous, 
and reformed State, i 1 relpect ot what it 
Was 1 Cay's of Heather: ISNOTANCcEe, Aud 
G 2 this 
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this 1s as much accomplithmeut, as 't15 rea- 
fonable to require in luch Prophecies; which 
being made of men, who have tiail aud 
con upt Natures, ar.d converte 1m the midit 
of remptations, cught not to be ſtrained 
beyond x hat is contiltent wi:h the condt- 
tion 0: this Wall, a.d with human Na 
ture, and Ci;cumſtaiices. Lut if the & 
bove cited P:oplecics did 16a.ly (peak of 
a nvic umverlal efte&t, thin has been Þhi- 
terto accompluhed : chere is time enough 
[til] behind, ere Chriſt retign up che King- 
doin to the Fathe:, vtercin to wake it 
good, Tor of the tl i:3vs preaiced to fall 
out under Alc/ſeb , lome came to pals at 
firl?, and 0*%!16;s, in tlie long flux of time 
ever lince, have (il! been tucceſſively ful- 
tiled; Fut many are |ti;| belund, and to 
lave no accomplithneat, ti.l near the Cay 
of Indginenr. 

Q.e", You I. ve © v thewed, how fe 
ſus appe2;5 to bs the © it from ancient 
Prop..ecies, wWrerevy [ WNT PErCelVe los 
dclerved's in the 7: -lrrions, the Spirit of 
Proleyls Cc ' i'r [troy df feſm, Rev. 
i9, 10, Put do the «<1, 14 whom thele 
Prophets al! take, and v.10 not only had 
tiie keepuig , bur were 3!to m.oft Ciligent 
ain careful in eax.u1 ining thele Oracles, un- 
Mii. d rthels plies as Predictions of 
Ateſſiah , which TT 0 have had (uh 
Ctr, and Unceudu.c iccomplihment in 
CUT /eſou ? 


An. 
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Af. The old Jews, who lived before 

Chriſt, generally did, as is plain from Rabb: 
Nehwmiar, and others, ani! from their gene- 
ral expectation cf him avou: the tine pre- 
ſcribed, according to thoſe Prophecies. 
And fo did numbers cf their earlieſt, ard 
molt renowned Doors fince, as learned 
Men have ſhown abundantly from their 
Writirgs. But many of the later Ra#tir;, 
not daring to denie the ſuitableneſs of the 
events in /eſwr, have choſe rather to wreſt 
tote places, againſt their plain meaning, 
and the opinions of their Anceſtors, to 0- 
ther purpoſes, and deny chem as ſpoken of 
Aleſſiab, And what thould make this dif- 
ference, and cauſe later Men to 70 off from 
zncient times, cven from thoſe, who iived 
rea, to fome of the Prophets theml(elves, 
wl:0, if tliey gave any bints, and interpre- 
tacions, of what they delivered in their 
own da's, were molt likely ro gather up, 
2nd wideritand ſich traditionary Explica- 
tions? The reaſon cf rhis difference is 
perry obyious. For thoſe ancient few, 
wing before Chrift, leoked only to the 
Prophecies rhemfelves, and the general 
ſenſe and expectation raiſed abour them 
by the Pryphers : But ainwg the fews 
{Imce (if, feveral look alſo at perſonal 
prejuclices, and had 1ather deny any thing, 
than own /eſws to be Meſſieh, which they 
cannot well avoid doing, if thoſe places are 
ſpoken of him. 
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CAP. I1% 
Proving Jeſus to be the Chriſt , from 


other Divine Teſtimonies. 


The Contents. 


Peſws proved to be the Chriſt, 2. Frem the te- 
flimony of Jon the Baptiſt. John knew 
this by Revelation, ava h 4 it confirmed by 4 
fem. He was an acknow/caged Prophet, and 
of moſt clear and cyrrant ſame, And gave 
thes teſtimony, before le was perſonally ac- 
quainted with *eſw. 7, From the teſtimony 
of feſus himſelf ſeveral Conſiderations ſhewing 
the va''dity of this teſtimony, thengh it were 
in hu own caſe, Thu rot impugned by Chriſt s 
word-:, John F. ZI. Yer gives ary colowr or 
advantage to Fanatical E nthufraſt " NE” From 
his Aliracles, Theſe no tying wonders, 4 
may apper, becavſe ſhewn in ſeveral 
inſtonces mot imitable by Demons, As, 
1. Foretelling future Contingencies, An A4c- 
rount of Dewon-Predittions among the Gen- 
tiles. 2. Diſcerning Hearts, and Thowghts, 
3. K.:'ng the Dead, 4. Caſting out De- 
vils, of moſt ſinbborn ranks , and in great- 
eff numbers and combinations, It may alſo 
appear from their intent and deſign, and 

Yom 
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from their numbers, and the manner of work- 
ing them, No oppoſing the Miracles of Mo- 
ſes againſt Chriſt's Miracles becauſe they 
were wrought to ſet aſide the Law of Moſes. 
That Law was given with a defign to be al- 
tered, An account how for all that, ſeveral 
of its Precepts are juſtly called Statmtes for 
ever, 5. From the teſtimony of the Father, who 
declared Jeſus to be tle Chriſt by audible 
vaicer, And by raiſing him from the dead, 
and ſhewin2 him in full poſſeſſion of kus pre- 


Tencey. 


UT beſides this proof of 7e- 

ſu: being the Chrift, from 
ancient Prophecier, YOU {31d the (ame would 
be evidently mace out, by ſeveral Divine 
Teftimonies other ways, Pray '* hat are thoſe 
Teſtimonies ? 

Anſ. The Teſtimony of ch» the Baptiſt, 
who was ſent into the World to give Wit- 
neſs to it; the Teſtimony of 7eſns himſelf, 
which very well deſerves to be truſted the 
Teſtimony of his miraculows works, which 
are an evidence drawn up by the Finger of 
God; and, ro name no more, the Teſti- 
mony of Gd the Fether, who himſelf be- 
came a Voucher of i' So that he mult 
give the lye, both to Heaven, and Earth, 
to God, and Men, who (hall disbelieve, or 
gainſay ir. 
| Avſ. Did John the Baptift teſtifie Jeſus to 
be the Chrift ? 


Dueſtion. 


G 4 An. 
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4s{. Yes, and tl:at vpun a moſt publick 
OCcaſt-1, when the great Crum! of rhe Na- 
tion, tlie Sarhcarim, ſent Prieſls ava Levites 
to him o purpoſe, to know whether he 
himlelt were the Chrift, lol n. 19. For 
then [11 antwer + 45, T hat he was rt the 
Chrift, verle 2c. but that tl;& Crit was 
come, and was I! 1 amers them, V:rie 25, 
27. Yea, the next day ſeeing fe ſus (oming lo 
bim, he points at him, aud decla- ex to them 
all, 'thathe is the Pe: ton. Behold, (auch he, 
the Lamb of G3 d,which © ter aw 1 ne [115 of the 
world, Thu 1+ le, of whom ] /.:1il. after rue comes 
« mar, which is prefer-cib fro ne, vel: 29, 
30. winch Tltim my bc. ripeats .gati; rhe 
met dy, UPON anotl:cr Cc ation, 1e-ſe 35, 
36. And this Tettunony «ſ, alleceed for 
himtc!' when he reatoned with the Jews, in 
vindication of his own Authority. Te ſont 
wats /con, v 2 in the n; ell. w& from 7ersſa- 
lem, TS be bare witn's nts ihe trinh, Joln 


24; 

Brek. Burt how: cain* fob n to know It, 
and why in this cale wult we take his 
word ? 

Aal. Bec1u ule he 45 d I'ro; het. all tre 
Jews, as the > CLIPLU! es tel! ihe, bets fohn tir 
a Prepher, Ma'th. 21. 26. Nay, as Chrift 
ſays, te was one of the gre'teſt of Pro- 
phets, for of all that are boy» ef 1ro0Mmen, there 
bath wt riſen a greatcr, than 7 rn the Puprift, 
Matt! 11. 9,11. And te ceclares, that 
the Spirit revealcd thirto kim: nay, tat, for 
ms greater confirmatiun, it gave him a vi- 
ſible 
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ſible and molt iiluſtri- us ſign 3 ſaying wito 

him, Upon whom thou ſhalt ſee the Spirit deſcend, 

and remain on bim, that ſawe i: he And this 
Spirit, fcbn declares he did {ce deſcend in 4 

bedily ſhape Upon feſws at his Bapri/m, and 

at the ſame time, as S. Matthew * adds, *M th. 5. 
heard a voice from God, Calling him +4is 15» 17- 
bel-ved Son for his ful er conviction, /ohu 

I. 32, 33. Yea. lince, as the Nazarene Go- 

(pel ;elatcs it, upon. this deſcent, preſently 

there [hone a greet light abont the places, and 

a fire was ligh:ea 1” ford. wherein [obn Bapr 

tzed him, 2s f Zufin the Marty teſtifies : + Dial. cam 
what wou!d iti'! »» a more afluring proof 7 
to /ebn 1. this Caic, tins bedily deſcent of the 

H.': 7haff, vw. a5 in a body of Light and daz- 

ling Splen | ,, the ulual Gl ry wherein 

God hi:T1ielt was wont to appear, which 
hovering c»*r our Saviour, as a Dove doth 

v.hew it lig: . , 2»d darting forth its bright 
Fears rour. | »out him, Gd plainly repre- 

{& t what the /ews cal! the Schechinah, and 

pro. [1m him robe a Divine Per(+. Thus 

cid /ohn know eas to be the Ae 1h, by 

2:1 evicence infallible, and every way con- 
vincig, And this he teſtines of him, nor 

as 4 tiung by the bye, but ſays it was the 

very Errand vi tereon he was lent, and for 
ceci-ration v. hereof lie was called out by 

(God to be a Prophet. That he ſhould be 

made manifeſt ts Iſracl, lays he, therefore am 

7 come, John 1. 31, 


LY 
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Qnueft, Indeed, if 7obn had ſuch Revela- 
tions of this matter, as he declares, 'tis 
lain he was not deceiv'd about it himſelf, 
t ſpoke out of ſober knowledge, and cer- 
tain grounds. So that if there 1s no cauſe 
to queſtion his honeſty, there is no getting 
off from his Teſtimony. But what can you 
ſay to ſhow him a true and honeſt Man, 
- would not feign things to deceive 0- 
eners? 

Auf. His SanCtity, and Integrity , were 
the honour, and admiration of his own 
times. He led a inoft mortihed, rigid Life, 
neither caring how hard his Fare was, nor 
how coarſe his Habit. He neither eat Bread, 
wor drank Wine , whence in Scriptare he is 
ſaid tO come, neither eating, nor drinking, 1. E, 
not living upon the uſual Dier of other 
Men, Matth. 11.18. compared with Luke 
7. 33. Hi: meat was locuſts, and wild hony; 
and all his rayment of camels hair, girt about 
him with 4 leathern girdle, Matth. 3. And 
thus voluntarily abandoning, I will not ſay 
the pleaſures, but even the eaſe, and com- 
mon conveniences of the Fleſh, he was 
not capable to be tempted by them. He 
was eminently above all affetation of Pow- 
er, or P:aiſe; inſomuch, that when all were 
ready to receive him for Aeſſiah, he told 
them he * was net worthy to wnty his (ho 's, and 
was glad when he could fix that Honour 
on /eſws, whoſe right it was, declaring 0- 
penly, he muſt increaſe, but ] muſt decreaſe, 


John 3. 29, 30, 31. He was illuſtcious for 
Piety, 
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Piety, and moſt bold and zealous in repto- 
ving Vice, as he fully manifeited by his un- 
daunted freedom, in cenfuring the ſins of 
all Pres, and ſorts of People, as they came 
'0 bim for Baptiſm, Matth. 3. And as for 
his ſincerity and plain-dealing , till feſws 
came, they coald not in all that Age ſhow 
ſuch a .own-right, honeit Man. When 
Herod (et his heart upon him, and loved co 
hear him, lis growing great at Cawre did 
not make him (werve in the leaſt from 
his Country ſimplicity, or teach him how 
to flatter, nor would he there ſo much as 
connive at his Prince's fis, though he was 
to loſe, not only kis Favour, but his own 
Hearts Blovud, for his plain freedom in tax- 
ing and reproving it, Marth, 14. 3, 4. 10. 
Qnzeft. Theſe are ins! your of an up- 
righe, honeſt Man. e did the /ews, who 
| lived in thoſe days, fee all chis in him ? 
' Avſ. Yes, and honour and admire it too. 
He was, as Chrift ſays, « burning and a ſhin 
| light among them, and for « while, till he ha 
ciſpuſted them by teſtifying fo fully for 
feſns, they were willing to reqoxce in him, John 
5. 35. They all held him for a Prophet, and 
ſo if they would be true to themſelves, 
oug} t ſurely to | - upon his word, Marrh. 
21, 26, oy On et it not enough to 
Admire and fg 6 thronged in to be- 
come his Diſciples, and Followers: and thoſe 
that did ſo, were not only the ignorant 
vulgar, but the mot learned and beſt re- 
puted Ser, the Phariſees and Saddxcees, who 


came, 


+ Antta. !. 
18.6.7. 
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came, deſiring to receive Baptiſm at his hands, 
AMatth. 3. 7. Nay, they did not only re- 
pute him for a Propher, but fancied him 
the greateſt of all Prophets , the Chrif, 
whom all deſired , and expected. And this 
was not barely the (urm1ze of tome pri 
vate Men, but the opinien of the Sexhe- 
&im, that Great Council and Repreſenta- 
tive of the 7ewiſh Nation. For they lent 
Deputies to him, a tclect number of 
Priefl, and | evites from feruſalem, to ark him 
this Queſtion, John 1. 19. Thus great, and 
currant was fokn's Fame in the Jew:/h Na 
tion, as is declared alto by f foſephns a few- 
;/þ Hiltorian ; which, when they begun to 
value him lets, out of their hatred to eſs: 
to whom he bore witne!s, was yet of ſuch 
awful Authority and Account, that they, 
who would not receive durit not openly 
gainſay it ; as the Phariſees durit nor, v.ho, 
when eſs preſſed them wich ohn's Tetti 
mony for I1s Authority, piritully ſneaked, 
and openly refuſed to give any Antwer to 
it, Meatth, 21.27. 

Onef. But was not Jeſms fohn's Friend? 
And though he was too mortitied to be 
tempted, and *'0 honelt ro be gaire by 
any thing eli; yet might not aftection 
blind his Eye, and he fancy mote, and 
(peak things © : ater, than were true of /- 
ſas, out of | :endibip ? 

Arſ. No, t he had been an old Friend, 
the grounds / '» gives are lo clear and full, 
2 Cond not 19 any reaton be queltioned. 


Bur, 
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Bur, whar is (till a further ciccumſtance in 
this Teſtimony, he is careful to tel] us, that 
he declared this of 7-ſ#s, before they were 
acquainted. For when he gives his Teſti- 
mony to him, aftzr he had ſeen the He! 
Gheft deſcend upon him at his Bapriſm, / 
brew him net, (ays he, but he that ſent me to 
baptize with water, the ſame ſaid unto me, T'p- 
on whom thou ſhalt ſce the Spirit deſter.d ns, 
and remaini g in him, tha: ſame it he «t 
b.ptizeth with ts Hoy Gheſt, And thits / /.1w 
by lum, «4 -»d, John 1. 33, 34- 
Tis tive, » ..ca he came to him for Bap- 
tiſm, winch was b<f re he had feen this 
[1gn, or m1de tins .ccl4r4tion, S. Mathew 
ſays, Joks krew tm, nd thereupon wouid 
have put Iin by, as »mwing mrre need to 
be baptized of him, Mt: 1. > 4 But that 
was purely by Re. -<: ti ine fame Spirit 
then luggetting uw p :imce of Meſſiahto 
ſchn, tat made him leap for joy 14 the womb, 
at the /a/«tation of the bleſſea Þ ir yin, after She 
had conceived him C»c. . 44 Butrill he 
gave this Teſtin;o:y co lim, he knew him 
not as a Friend or AC+ u:. .tarce, nur had 
any former Conve lation , or correſpon- 
dence paſſed berween th. m. 

Dneft. No wonder t1:i> | eſtimony ſhould 
over-awe the Jews, whe. 7eſ#: urged it for 
vimſclf, chouzh ic cou'd 17 convince them. 

Bur belides tlits Lett. mony uf fob» the 
Baptiſt, you mentioned allo the Teſtimony 
of feſm: himſelf, as delerving credit. Pray 
clear up that. 

Av), 
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Axſ. This alſo 7c: alledges for himlelf, 
and i(tands upon it. 1 am one that bear wit- 
meſs of my ſelf, and my record is true: for] 
know whence I came, and whither I go, John 8. 
14, 18, 

- Bneft. But this is only his own word, in 
his own caſe. And Men are too apt to 
ſay great, and undue things of themſelves, 
out of a defire of Honour, or Advantage. 
And if we believe all on their own fay- 
ings, we mult believe all deceivers : for the 
rankeſt Impoſtors are true Men, if we dare 
truſt chemlelves. 

Anſ. True, indeed, it were as unreaſona- 
ble to believe all, as to believe none. But 
in theſe caſes, we are to put a difference 
berween Witneſſes, and not to truſt the 
accounts given of themſelves by all, but 
only by credible Perſons. In particular, 
if it appears of any Man, that he is not 
fanciful, falſe, or deligning z we ſhould be 
very inclinable to believe his account : e& 
(ſpecially, if God had fer ſome extraordi- 
nary atteſting marks upon him, or ſhewed 
ſome Miracles about him , or if he him- 
ſelf, which was the f Legs! Teſt of Pro 
phets, ſhou!d give ſome extraordinary ſ1gn 
to gain credit. All which moſt eminent- 
ly concur in this Teſtimony, which fea 
gave of Hhinielf, fv his being the Chrif. 

Lueſft, Doth it appcar '! xt Feſws was no 
fancitul M:n, apt to take up Opinions on 
flight grounas, ur prelume things, eſpecially 
in tavour of liimfe'f, without realon? 


pf, 
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Azsſ. Yes, for in all his carriag , as he 
appeared moſt humble, and (elf-denying; 
{{ did he clearly manife(t, not only a moſt 
quick and penetrating, but alſo a moſt ſo- 
ber, and conſiderate Wiidom. In all his 
life, he was never ſcen to be precipitate in 
any Counſels, nor umptuous in any 
Conceits, nor miſtaken in any Opinions 
and Reſolutions, but could folve clearly all 
Queſtions, and thew the true weight, and 
jult validity of all Arguments. Even they, 
who would not receive his Wiſdom, could 
not but admire it, and the very Officers 
ſent to apprehend him , returned /aiag, 
Never man ſpake like this man, John 7. 
Beſides, the things whereon * he builds 


culations, or diſputable Opinions, but plain 


matters of Fact : ſuch as his F /ivizg, and + john 


conver ſing with God in Heaven, long before 17 
he came into the world; His * coming ont from " 


bim, and [peaking what be f ſaw, and heard _—_— 
him declare , whilſt be lay from Eternal Þ john 8. 
Ages in his Boſom. theſe, if they 38. 


are untruths, cannot be fancies, but down- 
right Forgeries, and Impoſtures : they ar- 
ue not fo much an Enthuftaſtical , as a 
alle and deſiyning Man, f{ince no Perſon 
n his wits, a> 'tis moſt evident he was, 
could fancy himlclf into ſuch perſuaſions. 
And t!ius, it ſeems, the Adverſaries of 7e- 
ſa: themſelves believed. For they never 
once accuſed him, a. cing a deluded En- 
thultalt , but always az a falſe ate x 
who 


6. 
Tk > John 8, 
own Credit, are not any conjectural Spe- '+ 
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who craſtily invented thoſe pretenſ1ans, 
which he ſought to impoſe upon the world, 
Matth, 17. 63. & fobn 7.12. 

Dveft, Was he allo as apparently honeſt, 
and undel1gning ? 

Anſ. Ye, for never Man ſought (© little 
for himſelf, or did ſo much for others, ma- 
king it his meat a:d &in% to bring Glory 
unto God, and Ciſpenle Bletſings to the 
World. Whatſoever he claimed, or Cid, 
was in putſuit of rhoſe publick endsz not 
at all to greaten his own ſccular State and 
Power, or to gratihe his own Will and 
Humour. And on this ſcore heca!ls upon 
all Men to beiieve him, as one that viltbly 
con'd have no temptation to deceive, and 
plainly fought to ſerve no ends of his own 
upon them. Atfy judgment is juſt. faith be, 
tecanſe I ſeck not mine own will, b,t the wil 
of the Father, which hath ſent me , Join 
T. 30, 

Dneft. Two great things there are, which 
Men may ſeek by (uch pretetices: [reref, 
that . ratihes the covetous; and Flonewr, that 
Idol of the ambitious, and vain glorious. 
And doth it plaiily appear of 7s, thit 
in puriuing his pretenſtons, he ſuught ne 
ther of rheſe 2? 

Anſ. Yes, For as for Hon:wr,thouth by his 
miraculous Power, he cid every vv ere the 
molt Cupenci vs things : vor web he ever 
tempted to CO IV One «ur of vamity, 10 
fer on his owr Iiaiies i ut ow 4+ occatt 
on Aas given hun by the requeits, or _— 
0 
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of Men: or as he taw they might ſerve to 
accompluh God's ends. Yea, after the mi- 

raculous Cures were cone, he (ſeveral tunes 

unpoled flence 01 * thoſe he cured, or * Marth 8. 
thole who were '»ivy to it , to ſtifle the 4 ®s 45. 
ſpreading of his o.vn Fame. He gave the © '* '* 
Honour of a!! ''e Jid to God , dec' rring, 

That f of himſelf he cond de nothing, but that * Jobn 5. 
bu * finger wrought all the works they ſo _ "0 
niuch admire! , anJ directing them t@ «- * Luke 11. 
dre, and land tim for chem, dS according- 20. 
ly they t did. And then, as for worldly in- Cy 9. 
weſt, thoug': he pretended to come as a Lhe F'I0: 
Prince and heverd , yet he declared that & 14. 43. 
was not to (ſerve '.imfelf of his People, but 
to ſerve them, and thed his Hearts Blood 

for them, Aud a'l Men muſt necds lay he 

ſeeks no private intereſt, or telf delign who 

comes among Men, only to have the op- 
portunity to Gdie for them. And being 

thus apparently free f. om all deiigns, or 
endeavours, of feeking vis own intereſt, or 
applauſez upon this ſcore he calls upon all 
reaſonable Men to rec. ive Ins Teſtimony. . 
The good Shepherd lays down his life for th: 

ſheep : I am the good Shepherd, for 1 lay dawn 

wy life for them, John 10. 11, 15, I he- 

nexr m7 father , (ays he again, and ſcek not 

mine own glory, He that ſpeaketh of himſelf, 
ſerheth bis own glory: but he that ſecheth his 

glory that ſent him, the [1me is trae, and no 
awrighteow/neſt is in him, John 8. 49, 50. 


& 7.18. 


H reſt. 
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Qweft. Indeed, ſuch manifeſtations of (o- 
ber Wiſdom , and undeligning [ncegrity, 
are enough to gain great rd to any 
Man's account. Bur, as you (aid, it would 
be of more force ſtill, if God, by extraor- 
dinary Providences, and miraculous Events, 
brought to pals for, or about a Perſon, 
ſhould prepoſſefs the World with a great 
Opinion, and raiſe in all Men ſome extra- 
ordinary expectations from him. And was 
this done for 7eſws, when he came ? 

Anſ. Yes, for , beſides that a confeſſed 
Prophet was (ent in God's Name, as I ſhew- 
ed, on purpoſe to declare him; a Train of 
Revelgtions, and Miracles, was laid by Al 
mighty God, to prepare his way, and uſher 
him in. One Anget is ſent to his /ſerher, 
then and afterwards a Virgin, with the 
news of his Miraculous Conception; ans 
ther to clear her Hunour, and ſatishe her 
jealous Husbandz and a whole * Heft of 
them are heard to (mg Anthems of Joy and 
Praiſe at his Birth, declaring to tl\e Shep- 
herds, that he was Chr: © ''e Lord, A Wo. 
Cizious Star, of an ITr<gular acc and mo- 
tion, is created 70 leave ſome great Men 
of the Eaf , ro the place where he was. 
Who, con'-ng by its guidaiice to ſe: wſalem 
in ſearch ot him, puc King Hered, and all 
the few, into 11 anxious fear and conſter- 
nation. And being led on farther by it, 
tO Bethlehem, to the very Houle where he 
lay, they moſt ſole raly paid their Hon:2ge 
and Devotion, efering kim Gifts, Geld, Fr.n: 

kincenſt, 
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kincenſe, and Atgrrh, And to heighten the 
obſervation , and uate the m 
of theſe things, a ſtrange inſtance of 
lamentable, and unheard of cruelty accom- 
panied them. For at the Wiſe Mens re» 
port, Hered growing jealous of this new 
King, and not being able to learn where 
he was, that, under prerence of going to 
Worthip, he might ſeize and devour him, 
they failing to bring him word accorcing to 
their promiſe, through God's warning 
to the contrary is « Dream: in his Bloody 
Rage he ſlew all the Children, under two years 
old, in Bethlehem, and all the coafts thereof, 21+ 
ſuredly coacluding he ſhould cuc oft him 
among them. Betides all which, at the 


* accompliſhment of his Mthers dy: of Pari- * Luke 2, 
fcation, when he was brought into the Tem- 2*- 

ple, f Simeon (Son, as is luppoſed, to the +vVer. 25, 
Great Hilel, and Father to Gemalie! and **:*< 


* Hamnah, two Perſons eminence for Piety 
and Holineſs, and known, though nor in 
ordinary courſe, yet at ſome times to be 
ated by a Propherick Spirit, which, bavi 
e1ſed among ie few: for fow a 
Years, eVer unce Fechary and AMalachy, be- 
gun then to revive again, cid ow.: him for 
the Ch-iſt af God. an poke of him to all that 
lated fr Redemption in fernſalem. Al tile 
with a number ot other great vigns ſhewed 
about him. we.c moſt puc. ick.y known a- 
mong tne Jews, and wet * the wonder, and 
diſcourſe of thr time, and mu.t '-*eds 
tuie in Meus minds {ſtr.nge expectations 
H 2 from 
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from him. And ſeeing him chus viltbly 
fent of God, they would b. .he more pre- 
ed, when he d-ciared himielf, to give 
jm c:edit. Eſp. rally, when they kiwew 
him ſtill more Gio. 1oufly fer our, and all 
the foregoing Signs advanced and confirm- 
ed, by tic vifible deſcem of the Holy Ghoſt 
YUPOn him, and the woice frm Heaven AC- 
companying it, at his 4apri/m, when he be+ 
gun '.15 Preaching. 

2+-jt. And to all this, did he alſo him- 
fit © ve them a Sign for lus own juftity 
Cati@1, ? 

Arſ. Yes, and the very (ame too, that 
Aſc/cs preicribed for a proof of any Man's 
bring tent of Ged as a Prophet, viz. br 
fore telling things lo conve, Deur. 18. 22. For 
thi: /-/xs did among them, and that too 
on this very ſcore, according to the rule 
of Aeſes to juſtihe his Mifien, His own 
Keſwrrettion , under the Type of fees, he 
gives to the /ew; for a fien, Matth. 12. 46. 
And 7«das's 7 reeſor he foretold to his Dilci- 

les before it l;2ppened, ber thereby, (auth 

, when it is come ts paſs, you may beliew 
that 1 am he, John 13. 19. And this & 
lone is 4 ſuthcient vindication of his Te& 
ftimony, if he could produce nothing 
elle. For in a Legal Trial at the Bar 
of Aﬀeſer , this would prove lim a mar 
Propber. And that being once made out, 
his Teſtimony is nv further tro be que 
ſtoned. 


Queſt. 


| 
) 
| 
1 
» 
p 
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Beſt, Indeed , ſuch perſonal endow- 
ments, and ſo miraculous an entry, are 
enough to gain credit to any Perſon, and 
make che Wmr1d believe what he lays, 
though he wrought no Miracles for c-1tir- 
mation» 

Anſ Very true, and fo they didir. / 1's 
caſe. For fobn, as the Scriprare (ays, rc + be 
no miracle, John. 10.41. But yet he ' as 
univerſally held for a Prophet, :«c:  ;if of 
his eminene Integrity and Witdom, . d 
becauſe his C: on was by a Mother 
barren and paſt Child-bearing, a'4d was 
firſt revealed by the M<"3ge of an Ange), 
and his unbelieving Father truck dumb, 
and his Tongue as miraculouſly looſed a- 
gain upon the Child's Birth co Propheſie 
concerning him z by all which he was no- 
toriooflv known to be a Child of Miracter, 
thougj) The wrought ou And all thele, as 
I have noted, were far more eminent in /e- 
ſms, which therefore in all equity and rea- 
{on thould have gained him crecic, and 
make him paſs for a Prophet, as fon 
did. Beſides , that eſs gave them Pre- 
dictions , the | proof of true Pio- 


phers, which had been enough co au:ho- 
rize and juſtihe his Witneſs, had it come 
backed with no other credentials. 

ret, You have (hewn reaſon e- 
nouyl), why 7eſa's report of himſelf ſhoald 
be 5 on {ince it came thus well for- 
tned. 


H- 3 An”. 
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IS this _ __ credi- 
e Witnets, whilſt he a among 
us, to teitihe for himſelf here «» Earth, 
Bur beſides that, he has moreover ſhowed 
himlelf ſeveral times fince he went ro Hea- 
ven, Particularly to Stephen, a1:d Sax, giving 
them an ocular evivence, by appearing in 
act 1] Poſſeiſhon of his Pretences. And 
this exhibicin of himſclt, in Glorious Ma- 
jeſty at God's own Throne, doth as con- 
vincingly ſpeak him to be Chriſt rhe King, 
ﬆs any Man's Perional appearance and pre- 
ſentation of himſelf, can prove him to be 
2 live Perſon. Ia doubt of a thing's ext 
ſtiog in any condition, there is no ſuch lati(- 
factory proot, as if the thing preſents it (elf, 
anc ſhews its ſtate by ocular demonſtration. 

£«eft. But after all chat you have _ 
about the validity of this Teſtimon 
Jeſws in his own caſe, doth not 7e/ws hi 
ſelf ſay the contrary , when he tells the 
few, If I bear witneſs of my ſelf, my witneſs 
js not rrxe, JOIN 5. 31. 

Avxſ. By net tree, he meas not that tis 
no rea) Truth, nor that it is no proof of 
Truth ; for jn another p!..ce he ſays exprel- 
ly, chomgh I brar record of my ſelf, my witneſi 
5s trxe, John 8. 14. But only that it will 
not pals in Law for a prof of Iruth, 
And that, not for any de'-& in the kind, 
but only in the tale and number of Evi 
dence. For their Lap, as he notes, required 
two Witneſſer, Yo that a4.though his own 
Teſtimony were one good proof, yet be- 
10g 
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ing bat one, it was of it ſelf alone no 
fol proof , but wanted the Teſtimo- 
ny of his Father too to make it a Le 
gal Evidence , Job» 8. 17, 18, And ac- 
cordingly in the place objeted, when he 
lays his own is no Teſtimony, in the 
next words he , there is another that 
beareth witneſs of me, which making up the 
number if added to his own, would 
make an undeniable Teſtimony, bn 5: 32. 

Qzeft, But after all, will nor this taking 
the word of 7eſas in his own caſe, give co- 
lour and credit to deſigning Impoſtors, and 
Fanatical Enthuſiaſts ? 

Asſ. It would, if he, or they were to 
be believ'd upon their bare ſayings. Bur 
there is do danger at all of that, if, to back 
them , they muſt produce ſuch Credenti- 
als, as I have ſer off in his caſe. For to be 
ſure upon examination, they will appear, 
either not to be Perſons of ſober and (o- 
> I gs not _ : wo a!l juſt 
uſpicion of vanity 1gn, or to 
want an extraordinary and miraculous in- 
troduction. Not to meution moreover, 
that they will have no acknowledged Pro- 
phet to bear Witneſs to them, and that 
they will fail of giving a Sign and Pre- 
diction , which, according to the (triRe(t 
Teſt of Meſes, was anſwered and made good 
by him. Which great differences, make their 
words in their own caſe, to be only ci:her 
a forged, or a Fanatical bold Saying, Which 
Was Truthand (olid Evidence in him. 

H 4 Dneſt 
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Oneft. Belides theſe Tcitimonies , for 
Jofms being the Meſſiah, you n entioned 2 
third, Viz. Nis miracnlons works, which you 
called an Evudence drans np by the frnger of 
Ged, I pray you cecCiare that. 

Anſ, This Jeſus often urges fcr humleif; 
and that roo as of greater validity, thanet- 
ther hi: ewn, or /obn's Teſtimony. I heave 
greater mia , than that of Pohm 1 for the 
worhs, which the Father bath given me to finiſh, 
the ſame works rrat I a bear witneſs of ne” 
that the Fatber hath ſexs me, Juin 5. 36. 
And if I ds the works of my F.ther, though 
508 belicve not me, believe the works, John | CoA 


"_ = 


. Indeed, in p1*rence that any thing 
comm rom God , Sins and Miracles a 
2 convincing argument. For being a vitt 


bie effe&, as our Saviour ſaid, of the finge 
of Ged, they ſhow evidently rnat God e- 
{poules the Perſon who is umpowered to 
work them, ad will employ his A 

Power to wake his Sayings good. 
one great difhcuity lies in . way of he 
Evidence, and that is, that Miracles , or 
rhings ſeemingly as ſtrange as they, which 
we cannot diltnguith from them, are oft- 
times wrought | by Satan alxd 1s Azents. As 
they were by oa and fan bres, the E- 
fg Y8tian Alapici.es 7, Intheir Conteſt with Afe- 
Fg and by faiſe Chriſt - Z and tale Pronhets, 
who, as ow! Saviour foreto!.. . ould ſtew 
tpn; and wonders, M\. (th. 2.4. 24. aud by the 
great Antichriſt and Man of fin, \whote com- 
Ing, 
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i ing, S Paal declares, ,-uayþ05—an fr 

wor bi 1g of Satan, with all power, ms, 
d hag wender;, 2 Thefl. 2. 9 AT 
works Miracles, or, which in «fie& 6 all 
one, what we ſhall rake for ſuch, to cre 
dic falle Impoſtors, as well as God doth to 
juſtifie true Prophets; how ſhall we diſtin- 
guith theſe, and know of the Signs which 
feſws: gave us, whether they are Divine 
Miracles, that evidence a true Man, or 
only Feats of Magick, wtuch are ſhewn 
9 —_—_— —_ ly diſtinguiſhed , by 

Av/.. are cally Oilimgu , 
the whole kind of ſome, and by the imtenc 
and deſign of all of them. 
ns q Ns: br the hole 

e they are whole 

kind. That is, of fome torts of Miracles 
done by 7eſus, which are peculiar to God, 
and which cannot be perfu. med by any uwn- 
cean Spur. 

Anſ. One 15 foreteltin) futwre commencies, 
which Zeſss dia 1everal *1mes. Particularly 


he foretold his «wn * deck, and the firange * Marth. 
ing afte; the Rowan way 15 21- 


kind of it, by 
mm 4 | Croſs Wii 


v.25 110k only 


xcidental , but moſt impr-/5ai-le, ſince if ** 7 


te was taken uff at all, i wa+ not like to 
te by Semen, bat foot malice. Ht fore- 
told alſo that Judas, one of his own Drfct 
pes, ſhould berr ay kim, 2nd hart betore he 
Was given up tO Satas '- enter rao him, of 
fads hanfelt, tis like, ever t: ught of any 
ſuch thing : nay , be karw 5t, lays & jon, 


from 


” 
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, John 6. 64, 70, 71, 

chat gry = 

thrice, before the Cock crew twice, 

—_ res fee the Oct ors mi 

of ended, were then not only in 

themſelves moſt uncertain, but at the 

lame time Peter made fo lure of his noe 

denying him at all, that he confidently 

faid, he w_ rather de with im chan do 

it 5 any wiſe, erie 31 0 thee mughe 

* Mirth. add, his Prediction of the _ ſe- 

"4 9» 1% cations of hu Diſciples, — weeeſs 
$ 


be. of falſe Propher 5, the continaance Of Nis Charch 


«xd Religion, though ever and anon groar- 
ing u moſt vy Sufferings, ro the 
* Matth. * worlds end; With many others. 
OS Qneft, Is this Predittion of future Contin- 


a gencies, a work peculiar to the All- 
God, and above the $kill of all inf 


Spirits? 

Anſ. Yes, and thence 'tis called Divine 
tion, 25 maniſeſting the Divinity of a Be- 
ing. And accordingly herein "God dal 
lenges all the pretended Gods of the Hes 
thens 1 ſaying, Shew the things that are to 
come hereafter, that we may know that you art 
as Iſaiah 41. 23. And this the Devil 

ly manifeſt f AB ok unable to do, 
- the Ambiguity of their Oracles, when 
chey are conlulted in theſe caſes. For not 
_—_ what will be the event of things, 
artifice in words, and frame Re- 

thn of ſuch doubtful conſtraction, 35 


are liable to be turned both ways , and 
0 
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equall c_ - being verified 
bo ogy» the nocred _—y 


progeny De _—— 
from Ennin , ne, ſaid to ou 


ood rant on Hoke nigh Sree 
ye O 


conſulted him bn. the 
Ao te Earida Romans vincere poſſe, 


with the Romans : 
Which, according to the different ways 
Men th W begin CO ws 
y Latin, and wou equally 
=. whet!.cr he ſhould conquer the Re- 
mens , Or they ſhould conquer DN And 
ſuch alſo was that other Anſwer , which 
he cites from Heredeess, (aid to be given 
to Cre/»: King of Zy4is, when he went 


Cyras : 
Craſus Hahn penetrans magnam perverict 
” pum vim, 
That is, if he the River Hah: a- 


inſt C; ya; , he ſhould conſume a vaſt 
ealth , " waſte a great Domination: 
which would be very true, whether it fell 
out to be theirs, or his own. Theſe ſtu- 
| | ciouſly uncertain, and ambiguous Anſwers, 
| ze 2 plain ſign the Dewow was at 2 
na-plas, Belides chat fucure 
6s wr out of the reach, and "gh 
impue Spirits, is plain, becauſe thoſe 
uſes are, whereoa ſuch futur — 
or 


* Cicers Dius 


oy 


_ —_————_—. — —— EE ee En aac 


Teſws is the Chyyſt. 


For they are vrapt up 1n the free-will of 
Men, which the ils cannot force, bur 
only tempt: and in the Counicl, and Pro- 
vidence of Almighty God, whoſe early 
determinations are hid from them, and 
are a fecret locked up in his own Breaf. 

Queſt. But have not Demens oft fore- 
told ſuch futurities , as when * Sparring 
the Aager, by the Diabolical ſigns in the 
Sacrifice, could warn 7=lins C - of his 
danger fach a day , if he wene into the 
Senate- Hewſe ? 

Anſ. That the Demon might eaſily fore 
re], when the time, and place, and perfons, 
and other circumſtances of che Murder, 
had been refolved on among themſeives 
and he had been r, and principally 
mftoenced their & 10 all cheir Cos 
ſules. Such Predi&tions are bar like a ſes 
ſonable diſcovery made by ſome of the 


arors. 

Q=eft. But what ſay yon to Predictions 
of more remote things, as yet unconcerted 
among che immediate Actors, and to their 
forerelling iy of a or ex- 
peditions, or other furmricres of contingent 
narure , which the Downs often revealed 
eo their Prophers, both by Oracles, onr dl 
of Sarvifices , feeding of Pullen , and other 
ways in ute among Heathew Diviners. : 
Anſ. When they vencured art thefe, 
was not with certainty and affurance, 3 
infallible underſtandings ; bat only by 
gueſſes and conjeftures, from the appe- 
rances 


m—_—_ _ A,  .,. 44a A. ww mos 


=» 
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rances of things , their preparations, and 
probabilities, 7 polech TIC 
W Can go Iar, Dy 1ca3On great 
vs þ and experience. And when 
they were put to Anſwer on theſe points, if 
they were more diſtruſtful of the they 
gave ambiguous and u:icertain Anſwers, 
capable of being verified by all events, 
which would be a ſure reſerve for their 
errors, as in the caſe of Craſss, and Pyr- 
rbys, Butif the event ſeemed more likely, 
and they were preſuming and bold 
to Anſwer plainly z then, ſince the 
would ſeveral times hit, as well as ſome- 
times miſs, they hoped all would be ex- 
pounded in their favour, and their miſtakes 
lalred, by the Candor and Devotioa of 
ther Worſhippers. 

Qeoeft, Burt do not 1 think Demons 
can ſpeak of ſome ſuch futuriries in plain 
h, and there too with certainty and 
rance ? 

Arnſ. Yes, ſame events are put into their 
hands, when any Perſons are delivered to 
them, cicher for cheir 17i4/, as 7b, or for 
their puniſhment, as * Abab. d after ſuch 
ranks? they may foretel theſe events, as 
> ing u 


pon themſelves. Thus might 
a Eaitly have foretold the Invaſions of 


* 1 King, 


272, 22» 


the f Chaldeans , and Sabeans , upon jd's # Job r. 


Oxen , and Camels , aicer he had 

God's Licence: and 7adu's Treaſon , after 
he was delivered up 1-: him, to * emter 5n- 
te im, And thus might they in the Gentile 


Divinations, 


12,15, 17. 


* Luke 


22. $+ 


Jeſus u the Chrif. 


Divinations, foretel cures of Diſeaſes, where. 
of by God's Commiſſion they had been 

the Toflictors, ſeeming then to cure, _— they 
only ceaſed to kill, as * Tertullian (a S. To pre- 
_ ai ſuch things, as are el to their Power 
an Mhiſtry to accompliſh , requires no 
more $kill, chan to = ore-hand what 
they intend to do, and v hat are their own 
Decrees and Purvoſes. But 'tis beyond 
the fore-ſigh:t of any Demons to foretc| luch 
remote Contingencies, before the abandoning 
of Perſons 25 God doth frequently in che 
Holy Scripcures, declaring che mioſt acci- 


dental things, — _ tha!f | happen ro Men 


* anborn; Or the mc ar.d volun- 


Jer 
rary, which ſhall be * done by then. And 


as the Bleſſed eſa: did, ads his Sy af- 


rer him by his Spirit, wang» Þ 
ſhould beſal the whole Nation of the Jew, 


* both young and old,after almoſt forty Years; 


and what ſhould happen to his own Church, 
in remote Ages 3 and what ſhould be, not 

on'y the temptations and t11-:s, but the 
nt contingent carriage and free actions 
of good Me:1, who were in God's Pro- 
rection , a! whom the impure Spirits 
could only tempt, not govern, 2s is plain 
among mza'1z others, in tha! of Perer' 
thrice derine , and the Apeſt!-s forſabing 


kin. | 
Oneft But tlie famed O cles of the S- 


* Felev. a ty'.,, i; Mm Which * Firgi! tran 14 me 


+: Diu", 
2 


- actiuns , and which itart ed f Cicere, 
1 the Dninaecemviri, who had the cuſto- 
cy 
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dy and pt ct Gam. were bringing 
out thence the news of a _ into the 
Senate, were (poke of Chrif, + ARE Ve- 
rified in him, Pon Was NO abandoned 
ſon. And did not Demon: here refs 
and foretel ſuch fururities, as depen on 
.God, and were wrapt up, as you laid, in 
his Counſel ? 

Asſ. No, for very probabl 
that revealed thoſe things co theſe eine 
Siby/s, was not any 1 
Spiric of the true God, whi Ao bon 
nſpired Heathens, 2s it did * Balaem the Ara- * Num.24 
mite , to Propheſy of ſeveral events, par- 
ticularly of Meſſi«h , thereby even among 
the Gemtile World, to raiſe an ex pettation 
of him , who was to be the + &f e of aff | ag-2e7) 
Nations. Or, if they had it noc ; the 
Spiric of God at the firſt hand , yet had 
De in he fowth Proprens by whom God 
ngicint v whom 
had before foretold theſe thin;.. : which j - 

a thing not improbable, ſince they ex: 

them {ſometimes in their very F-»-ms, 4: be 
Allegories. The Demers reveaicd not tt (e 
things to their Prophers. vr, if they did, 
oy Predition was not their ow 1, but, 

* Tertallian lays, they ſtole their Divi Apu.c 
»H, 22. 

Left. The power+ ot Carkiels then, 
can only guels at ſuc') futurities , whoſe 
cauſes are at wk, and whereof they ice 
hg's and appearances, like Politicians z or 
Gſcover things ready to take effect, when 


they 
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they have been in the club of the Actors 
and Conſpirators; or prefigaitie what 
they intenu to do with ſuch, as God has de- 
livered ii-to their hands 3; or repeat Pre- 
ditions, from God s true Prophers 1n the 
Holy Scriptures: in ſome one , or other 
whereof, cid their tore-{1ght conlilt in Hes, 
then Divinations. Bur as for the voluntary 
2Rions of a;] under God's Prote&tion, and 
all (ch remote and contingent futurities, 
as are not determinab!- by natural caules, 
but depend upon Mens free- will, and God's 
free Providence , they are above their 
reach, ſo that weare ſure of the true God 
where we have (uch Predictions? 

Af. Yes, and therefore it is evident /e- 
ſes came fr. God, becauſe he, as I (a 
and his A;*#les after him by bis Spiriz, < 
forerel ſuch as theſe, as I have ſhewn in 
ſeveral uutances. 

QOzef, What other Miracles did few ff © 
work, which are peculiar to God, ands- ft * 
bove the power of a wicked Spirn ? 

Anſ., Secondbh , "eo imo Mens beau ff | 
ard ſecret thunght; : diſcovering, before + i 
oy outward yu and woes» the 
ficklenefs of ſome D3/eiples, John 2. 24. and 
the veil'd falſhood of the Scribe: and Phe 
riſeer, who ſtood as inſidious Spies upon 
him, Zeke 6. $. and adapting his Anſwers, 
and Ditcourſes, not only to Mens Quelb- 
ons, but alfo to their inward Thoughus and 
Surmizes, before they cane and pro- 
poled them to him, as hte did with ws 


Pt.a 'lee!, 
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Phariſees, Matth. 12. 25. and in ſeveral © o- * Lukes. 
ther places. And this is anotlc: vork, 9: 
which God claims as peculiar to [.1mſelf, ae 
ſtiling himſelf the ſearcher of hearts . and 

trier of reins ;, yea, Claiming the know. © 'ge 

of them for this reaſon, which is peculiar 

to him, becauſe he is to juage, and recuin- 

pence them. 7 the Lord ſearch the heart, 

and try the reins, to give every man a''crding 

to his ways, and according to the fruit of his de- 

ings, Jer. 17.10, And thow, even thou only 

hnoweft the hearts of all the children of men, 

laith Solomon, 1 King, 8. 39. 

weſt, Did 7eſws any more Miracles, 

which are performable only by the finger 

of Gl, are above the force of Ma- 

| Anſ. Yes, Thirdy, He raiſed the dead as 

f fairns's danghter;, and the * widows ſon Of ? Mar.s. 
Nain, evhen he Was carried out ts be buried; q "FM * 
nd f Lazares, after he had been four days 12,15, 14, 
dad, And this again is peculiarly God's 15. 
work. For when once Souls are ſeparated f J9 11: 
f:om their Bodies, they undergo God's Sea- *” ** 
tence, and are ſecured in ſuch places as he 
allots, whence they cannot return, or be 
remanded, but by his Licence, and Pawer, 

that effects all chinge. There is no God with 

me, for I bill, and I make 4/ite, faith Cod 

by Moſes, Deut. 32. 39. A! feparat” > ls 

are under Locks and Keys, and i. 4 Di- 

vine Hand, which holds the key: of hell and of 

aath, Rev. 1.18. 


reſt. 
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Left. Have you any more inſtances ? 

Anſ. Yes, Foxrthly, Cafling em Devil, 
And thoſe not only w they were of 
the moſt ſtubborn , which had pro- 
ved 166 * hard fe bis Diſciple: : but allo 
where they were in greateſt numbers, the 
Devils ejeted by him out of one Man, 
being called by themſelves Legion 3 which 
_— Ren OT _ paws ron 
Mark 5. 9. Ea, not y expe 
as their awful Judge , whole lod they 
dread, and at whoſe frown they tremble, 
terrifying them, and forcing them often to 
(7) ow, Let ms alone, thes Holy One of Cod, 
thau Son of God : we beſeech thee torment «1 
not, art thew come te torment #1 before the time ? 
Mark 1. 24. Luke 8. 28. Nay, he im- 
powered the fruemty Diſciple: , and aſter- 
wards the very meaveſt of his followers, 
in victue cf his dreadful Newe, with like 
Triumph to ce them, Lake 16. 17. And 
what is more, when ſome that did ner ad 
bere ts kim, would try to ſcare and controul 
them by his Sacred Name, the trembli 
Devils flcd before them, Mark g. 38. 
this is another work peculiar to 
which, whatloever ſome Potent Demons Can, 
to be ſure they never will imitate. In- 
dec *, 11 tome particular inſtances, the high- 
er ders may command, and ejeR ſome 
particu; ivfetiour Spirits, and 
terve their own deſigns. But to goon & 
jecting all Ranks and Orders , thoſe 
where they are in the greateſt ——_ 
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2nJ combinations, and that with terrors, 
conſternation, and corments; is plainly ro 
commence an open War 

which, as our Saviour muſt needs 
deftrey the Devil ; Kingdom, and therefore is 
a thing too fooliſh and abſurd, to be ima- 
gined of intelligenc, ſubcle, and deſigning 
ypirits, Matth, 12. 25, 26. 

Left. | fee the Miracles of feſwe were 
evidently diſtinguiſhed from che {ing wov- 
der; of Satan, by the wery bind of them in 
theſe inſtances. Pray now ſhow alſo how 
they were as convincingly diicriminated, 
by their intext a»ud defign in all others? 

Anſ. Becauſe all the Miracles of 7eſs: 
were apparently wrought to exalt the ho- 
nour, and ſervice of the true God; and co 
promote the real good of Me: ; and to 

Tempers, and Practices, diametrical- 
y oppoſite to the way and genius of evil 
Ypirits, aiming to root out all thoſe Er- 
rors and Saperſtitions, which they had cul- 
tivated with utmoſt care through all form- 
er Ages, to overthrow their Alcars, re- 
duce their Worſhippers, and utterly ex- 
_ _ o_ - that DOOR 00, 
which t 1ad fo long ulurped a 
Men. And 'tis certain, that a worker 4 
Miracles , for theſe Pious, Heavenly, and 
Charxable purpoſes , is not acted, or dt 
reted by rs war Spirits. For if they 
ceaſe to be God's Enemies, and ours, they 
ceaſe ts be Devils. If they turn Preach- 
es of Hunulicy, Purity, 4 Love of _ 

p 4 
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and of one anotixrr, What becomes of their 
Apoſtaſie? If they prociaim the God nd 
Father of cur Lord feſms Chriſt to be tie 
oaly true God, whom we are to fear and 
vworthip, and themſclves to be fallea An- 
gels who are no longer to be adored in 
Temples, hearkened to in their ſuggeſtions, 
nor imitated in their ſauhooc, pride, envy, 
hatred of God and Men, and other pra- 
Cticesz they turn Angeis of Lighc, inſtead 
of beuig Powers of Datknels. The De- 
ViiS can wo:k nv Miac'cs for thete ends, 
EXCept they thould firſt turn Saints , and 
change their Natures. And therefore it 
was a moſt authertick, and aſſuring mark, 
wi hich 7cſs gave of the truth of his own 
Mirac.cs, Wien Ie called them the works 
Lis Father l:d given him to finiſh, that 15, 
which were not w:cught for any ill ends, 
107 out of vanity to exalt his own Praile, 
but to ſerve the ends of God, and (et on 
lis Fatker's Celires and purpoles , obs 5. 


36, 

DPnef. Indeed, in ſuch kinds, which ſeem 
more imitable by created powers, theſe in- 
tents and defigns would inciſputably di- 
ſtinguith bis ſens, from all Saterical Delu- 
ſions, 

Af. Yes, and ſo I might add in the 
laſt pace, would his manner of performarce 
roo. For his utual way of working wet 
ders, was Rot by any Magic2l Rites, and 
Invocticns, but meerly by a Word of 
lis Mouti:. To the wird, a»d /:4, he ſad, 
Peace, 
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Peace, and it was ftill, Matk 4. 39. to the 
deaf man's Ears, Be opened, and initantly ke 
heard, Mark 7. 34. 35. to the blind man, Go 
thy way, thy faith hath made thee ſee, and with- 
out more ado he ſaw again, Mark 10. 52. 
to the leper, I will, Be thow cleanſed, and his 
leproſie was cured, Luke 5. 13, Wiich way 
of effecting things, by an all-commaiidig 
Word, is as plain an evidence of a Divine 
Power, as Creating all things was ar firſt : 
for then God only (aid, Ler there be light, 
and there was light, Gen. 1. 3. he only ſpate, 
and it was done, he commanded, ard it ftood 
faſt, Plalm 33.4. Not to mention more- 
over, the valt number of l.is Miracles, 
which more a:luredly inferred a Divine 
Power in him, than in any, nay in all the 
Pr:phet; put tozether , wao lived before 
him. For whereas the Jews, when, to ex- 
alt Aeſes and the Preperr, they ambitiou(- 
ly make the molt of their Miracles, after 
they have picked up all they can, compure 
al his only at 76. and all theirs from the 
beginning of the World et» the deftrution 
of the Temple only at 74. which both 
together maxe but 150. in above 3000 
Yeats time: this (ingle 7eſ#s, in three Yeats 
v rought {Oo many, that were they all writter, 
'le world it ſelf world not be able to comain 
the Books, rat ſhomld be written of them, John 
21. 25, To al] which I might add, laſtly, 
That he cid not only (how thele grear, 
and numerous figns himſelf in Perſon 
bat tranlinitced the _—_ to Numbers & 

3 d9 
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do the fame in his Name, and conferred this 
Power on Gentile: as Well as Jews, which 
are things utterly unknown among all the 
wonder-workers of former times. 

weft. But in this point one thing ſticks 
ſill with tr! 7ews, which is, that feſ*s and 
his Apeftles, in credit of their Miracles, 
went about to overth; - w the Law of Me- 
fec. And may not they therefore confront 
all the Miracles wrought in jultihcation of 
that Law, againſt theirs? 

* They might, to one that accuſed 
that Law as forged. or er: oneous. Which 
ſus was fo far from doing, that he all a- 
makes Moſes and the Prephers his 
Vouchers, telling the Jew:, had you believed 
Aloſes, you would have belicved me, for he wrote 
of me, John 5. 46. and ſearch the Scripture, 
for in them ye think ye have eternal life, and 
they are they which reftifie of me, verle 39. 

Q=eſt. But did not thoje Miracles, when 
they proved that La's: to come from God, 
prove alſo that none ſhould come in after- 
rime, to abrogate 1d annull it ? 

Az/. Nc n the contrary the Holy 
Prophets | .uer that Law declared it thould 
be changed, and all thoſe things ſubverred, 
whereto '* was a6 pred, and which were 
the ground and OV QJatiornof it. 

Lueft. To v hat things was tlie /ewiſb 
Law adapted ? 

Anſ. Their Mora Laws, contained in 
the Tex Commandments, were adapted, 
ot to the particular tate and CHOI 
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part of them MS was all to be 
2dminiſtred by »ne Famih, viz. f Aaron's Hine, | £04. 
and was limited to one place, viz. the * mmpie 1 Ciiron. 
of Jeruſalem. 23- 13, 
Qvef. And did the Holy Prophers un- * Pew 12. 
der char Law, foretel any change in that £5.84 
Priefilboed, Temple-worſhip, and Civil State, Or 1. 
talk of any new ſettlement of chings, in- 
depencent on, or inconſiſtent wich them? 
Anſ. Yes, In the laft diy, a known Phraſe 
for the days of Meſſiah, the monntain of rhe 
Lard; houſe, ſays Iſaiah, ſhall be eftabliſhed 
in the top of the monntains, and all nations ſhall 
flow anto it, [faiah 2.2. Gods Naove ſbell be 
great among the Gentiles, from the rifing to the 
ſetting of the ſun, in every place ſhall incenſe be 
offered to his Name , and a pure ng : 
which cannot conſiſt wich Worſhippi 
ſtill in one iare place, viz, the 
Temple in ferwſalew, Mal. 1. 11, A new 


4 mf, 
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miſt, in the days of Chriſt, not after the or- 
der of Aaron, but Melchiſedech, Plalm 116. 
4. and then ſhall Ged rake to himſelf Prieſt 
and Leviter out of other nations , no longer 
confining his ci1oice to Aaron, and his Sons, 
Iſaiah 66, 19, 20, 21. a plain ſign the Lew 
was to ceaſe, when the Pricfthecd was, which 
had the Miniſtration of it, Heb. 7, 12. A- 
vout AMeſiab's time, ſays the Prophet Derie!, 
ſhall God deftroy the city, and make an mtter 


v Gen. 49. defolation, the Scepter tro departing, -O * fa 


cob foretold, when once Shilo was ceme : ard 
what place then for their Judicial] Laws, 
when they were no longer to be a Nation, 
nor have any Eſtabliſhed Polity, to admi- 
niſter, and judge by them? He ſhat allo 
deftr;y the Santtwary; and what then be- 
comes of all che Sacrihces, when once the 
place was c:2molithed, wherein the Law 
required they thou!id all be offered 2 Dan, g. 
26, 27, In (umm, tney declare, as I noted 
before, that God would /cr afide the Moſaick 
Coven nt , by reaſon of its inlufhciency, 
and 7 them ancw, and better Covenant 1n 
es ,,,ice. And that he would make tis 
change at that tits, when a woman hold 
ceompaſr a Mun, which plainly notes the 
days of * {.ſhah, 7ereriah 31. 22, 31, 52, 
&c. 

Leſt. Indeed, theie are plain proofs, 
that the Lav vi AZſes Was delignedly 
ſubject unty change in Aſlcſivh's days. And 
if "oy ad:0gates it, as they foretold he 
{hoa!d, *us evident he cught not to be 


looked 
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looked upon as oppoſing the O!d Prophets, 
for accompliſhing theur own Predicti- 
ons ? 

Anſ. Moſt certainly, but is therein owned 
and vouched by them, as he was in the 
event too by himſelf, when by the 
confuſion of Tribes, and deſirufticn of the Tem- 
ple and Commonwealth, by Veſpafi.mm, lie plain- 
ly ſet alice thoſe Laws, by rendring them 
impoſſible, and leaving no more place for 
them. Their Civil or Fadicial Laws, about 
Emying and Sefting, Succeſſion into Eftater, Re- 
paration of Dammage:, Pun:ſhmerts of Of- 
feces, and other things, ate plainly now 
of no force, having never 1ince then had 
any ſtanding Polity, or live-Power to put 
them in Execution. The Laws fixing the 
Pr ieſthoed in Aaron's line, and diretting their 
Miniſtration , have been evidentiy ſupe:- 
ſeded ever {ince that Line was utterly ut- 
cCiltinguiſhable, and irrecoverably unknow::. 
The Laws and Ceremonies about Sacrifices, 
which were all determined to che Tem- 
Pie at fern/alem, have been apparently Our 
of docrs, ever fince the Temple was brought 
!) ruine. And thole many other Law, 
voſerved by leirned Nen, to be made witt 
a limited Obligation tO tlit Land of Canaan, 
are mariteltly taken cf, fince God has 
rrevertthly bauithed tem from thence, 
a:.d lcatteed thein abroad 1n ay Nat:- 
0.:, S0 that all thele Laws are viſibly ab- 
rogated by Go4 himiclf, and fallen on 
ccu: ſe, wich the loſs of their Country, _ 
( 


* Exod. 
12.17. 

7 Lev. 23. 
I4- 


+ Exod. 
2:23 31 & 
Num. 33. 
$2. 


* Deur. 
23-12. 


+ Exod. 
40. 
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of the diſtinction of Tribes, and with the 
fall of the Civil State and Temple, which 
were their Foundation. 


perpetuity 

the * Paſcever, and the Pr t Firſt ſrait,, 
and ſeveral others, are called a Starmre for 
ever * And how can theſe admit of fac 
change ? 


Anſ. Juſt as the Prieftheed did , which 
was ſaid to minifter to God for ever, Deur. 
18. 5. & 1 Chron. 15. 2. And asthe Tem- 
ple, wherein God ſays he will take wp bu 
reft for ever: which yet, we all know, for 
above Sixteen hundred Years has been ut- 
terly deſtroyed, Pſalm 132. 14. Perpetaal 
Statutes, and analterable , are two thi 
Thoſe are perpetzal, which are made wi 
out an exprels limitation of time, and which 
muſt laſt, till the ſame Power repeal 
that enacted them. And thus ſome Sa- 
tutes in Moſess Law are tiled perpetaal, 
not to exclude all Power of Abrogation, 
bur in oppoſition to ſome other Pendent 
Statutes, that were not to oblige till after 
4 certain time, AS the Law of 7} diving ont 
the Canaanites , which was not to be of 
force, till they came among them. Or to 
ſons, chat obliged only in ſore certain flate 
and condition : as the Stature for * gory 
withext the Camp, Which related to thei 
State of Peregrination ; and the Statutes a- 
bout the F Tabernacle, which was to laſt 
only till God choſe out a place, _ 

Y 
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they ſhould build him a Temple. But among 

chem, thoſe things eſpecially were ſaid to 

be for ever, which were tO continue to the end 

of any thing , or laſt out the whole comrſe of 

any period of time, and till a new Revoluti- 

on. Thus it is ſaid of Sewze/, that he was 
brought to * abide before the Lord for ever, * 1 Sam. 
that 15, al! his life time 3 as in the form of '-?* 
our L aw, an Eſtate i« ſaid to be granred 

znd bequeathed to a Man fer ever, when it 

is gom him for his life : and a Servant was 

laid in the f Law to be for ever, who — 
was £0 ſerve only till the next * Jubilee, which + 1.1; ;,} 
was a time of general Releaſe, and begun >, 4:. 
2 new reckoning. And thus the Law of 
Meſes did laſt for ever, that is, it laſted to 

the end of that State whereto it was 4- 
dapted, continuing till Chrift came, whole 

time was the beginning of a new Age, 
commonly known and exprefled in the few- 

;/ Phraſe, by the tf /aff d<3;, and the * /aff + Mic. 4 r. 
time, and ce t _ _ _ /n : I Ver 1, 
the Typical part of that Law, being only ; . 
in the Nature of an obſcure Pr ; SS 
which was a * Scheool-maſter 10 bring us to "GC! 3 24. 
Chrif, by ſhadowing out the od chings 

to come by him; 1t was ſuperſeded of 
courſe by lus fulfilling of them, as all Pre- 
diRions are by their Accompliſhment and 
Conſummation. 

Lueft. By this I perceive, there is no 
claſhing in deſigns between our 7eſs, and 
Aleſes and the Prophets, And when he (et 
wide that Law, it was only as they hope !. 

alld 
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and foretold he ſhould, by conſummatin 
and fultilling whatſoever it > cha 
cleating :p what ir obſcu:ed, and ſupply- 
ing w hat it omitted, and by tubſticucing a 
becrer Law in its place. 

Anſ. Very right. And therefore all the 
Old Teſtament Miracles do not in the leaſt 
oppoſe, but fortiftie and confirm his. So 
that, as he cold the ſews, if they really be. 
lieved Moſes, that would lead them to be- 
lieve him; but if they rejeRed him, that very 
HMeſer, in whom they trafted, would accuſe thew, 
John 5. 45, 46. ; : : 

Bneft. By what you have (aid, tis plain- 
ly evident, that the Afiracles which feſw 
wrought, were done by the finger of God : and 
then, that naturally follows, which he there- 
upon infers, therefore no dewbr the king- 
dom of God is corre wnto you, Matth. 12, 
28, 29. 

But one Dire Teftimeny you mention 
ed beſides all theſe, for proving Jeſw« to 
be the Chriſt, and that was the Teſti- 
mony of the Father : pray make thut 
clear ? 

Anſ. This Teftimony fe/ns alledges in 
his own behalf, as an additional evidence 
to the former Teſtimony of his works. 
The ſame works that ] do, tear witneſs of me, 
Ard the Father ailo himſelf, which hath ſent 
we, bath bern witneſ; of me, John Fſ. 3 37» 
& chap. 8. 17, 18. 
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2neft. But ſince we are upon Earth, 
and the Father in Heaven, and he doth 
not vitibly appear to converſe ainong 
Men, how did he give Teſtimony to 
tam ? 

Asſ. 1 (hall mention :1wo ways : Firſt, by 
andible weicesr, ye have not at any time heard 
Ins woice, lay Jeſus to the fews, when he 
menti ns his Father's Wicnels, fob» 5. 37. 
Secondly, By raiſung bim from the Dead, and 
ſhowing him openly in fu# poſſeſſion of hi; 

elem ey. 

Lneft, Was God the Father ever heard 
0 lay, feſws 11 the Chriſt, and declatre for him 
by audible Voices? 

Anſ. Yes, (evera! times. He appeared 
cloathed with Light and Brighenels, the 
uſual vitible Symbol of his preſence, as 
he did of old to Meſes at rhe Buſb, and 
thence gave a vocal Teſtimony to eſs, 
in as plain and intelligible words, as be- 
ſore he had uſed ro Moſes, or as we can 
uſe in giving Teſtimony to one another. 
This he did firſt at his Baptiſm, before Jobs 
the Baptiſt , laying, Thu 1s my beloved ſon, 
in whom [ am wcll plea ca, Matth. 3. 17. 
And again al [11S l rani' poration , beſne 
three of his Apoſtles, Peter, | ames, and fobn, 
When ont of the bright c/cud 4 woice came, 
ſaying, This is my beloved ſor, in whom | am 
well pleaſed; hear ye him, Micth. 17. 1, 5. 
Wluch Voice, ſaith S. Peter , from the ex- 
cellens Glory of Ged the Father, we beard, 

| when 
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when we were with him in the Holy monnt, 
and were eye-witneſſes of his Majeſty, 2 Pet. 
1.16, 17,18, And the (ame he repes 
ted again a third time before a Multi- 
rude , when Andrew and Philip brought the 
Greeks te bim, For before all, {e- 
ſus Prayed, Father, Glorifie thy Name. And 
thereupon Came a wace from heaven , ſay- 
ing, I have both glorified it , and will glori- 
fie it Afpan, John 12. 23, And this 1s 4 
molt fenſible, and ſausfatory way of 
God's declaring himſelf, not meerly by 
ſhows and reſemblances of things, which 


are impreſſed by Viſtons and Dreams 
upon Mens imaginations , but plain, 
proper, and ſignificant words, ſuch as he 


uſed in converſing with Adam in pare- 
aiſe, Geneſis 3. 8, 9. and with Aoſer at 
the buſh, Exodus 3. 4. when aſſuming 2 
on en eb rreten!, be take 
ing himſelf parcicularly 

to Men out of it, in an audible Voice, 
as ſenſibly, and ncelligibly , as a Man 
can talk and diſcourſe with his Friend. 

Oneft, Did the Father alſo teſtifie 7+ 
ſus to be the Chrif® by -aifing him from the 
Dead, and ſhewing him opealy in ful pe 
ſe(ſion of his pretences ? 

A-/. Yes, ow the third day, he roſe & 
24in , as we profels in the Creed. And 
Almighty * God, as S. Peter (aith , raiſed 
kim up, And hereby he did plainly te 


ſtifle, and vouch for him. For after che 
Owl 


_—_ © am. a « cc.  . I 


j 


Feſns is the Chriſt. 


4 
one deſerved 
not to continue under the Power of 
Death, bue to live again. He was puc 
to Death in the Fleſh, but puffiied is che 

wit, VI chat Divine Spirit, which 
the Dead, 1 Tim. 3. 16. 
declared to be the Son of God with 
the reſurreibion from the dead, Rom. 
after his ReſurreRion, he ſer 
| , at his own right Hand, 
ſurrounded with a Divine G 


which auguſt form, he ſhewed 


cual S 
him to 


rrdny and to f Sexl, at his Corver- 
fon ; . feſas appearing 
righe Hand, in a Gly that ſurpaſſed the 
ehrneſs of the Sun, And having enthro- 
him there, he incraſted him wich the 
Hely Ghoſt, to diſpoſe of it as he pleaſed z 
2 plain Evidence of his having «8 Power 
in Heaven , 25 well as on Earth, as he 
tended. Which Power he viſibly mani- 
felted ro all Men, not only by ſendin 
down the Holy Spirit, in all variety 
moſt ſtupendious Gifts, upon his own A- 
peers; bur enabling them, by impoſition of 
Hands im bis Name, tO confer the lame up- 
on innumerabic Mulcitudes of his follow- 
ers, 


* Stephen , to prepare him for his "AR. 7. 
ing oo them from God's f 1.26. 
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ers, 25 appears, from the As of the Hey 
Apoſt ler, 3nd from other Scriptures. 

Qneſt. I will not ask you for any more 
Evidence in this great point, of eſs be. 
ing the Chriſt : (uch demonſtrations, 5 you 
have intiltcd on, being abundantly ſufhci- 
ent to gain belief from every honeſt mind, 
that is careful to inquire, and w_ to be 
informed. And as for others, who are 
wantonly captious , or Wilfully blind and 
incredulous, they ate not to be convinced 
by Reaſon and Arguments. 

But building on this nw, as moſt un- 
queſtionably ſure, That 7eſ»s is the Chriff, 
doth not that undeniably prove the Ds. 
vine Autlority of the New Teſtament, Which is 
his Word ? 

Axſ. Moſt certainly it doth. For that 
contains only what he either ſpoke , or 
acted himſelf in his Life ; or ordered his 
Apofiles to do, and teach in his Name, af- 
ter his Death. The ſame Proofs and Teſti- 
monies, which juſtihne him, do authorize 
itz ſince it only ſets out to us all that 
Word, in declaration whereof all the E- 
vidences urged hitherto are to gaia him 
credit. 

Oncf8. I am fully fatished of the cer- 
tainty, and have heard enough to con- 
vince me of the uſefulneſs, and efficacy 
of Faith in Chriſt, I would defire now to 
hear ſomething more of the parricular 
points of that Faith , whereof we are - 


Jeſus « the Chri ft. 
be cub x firmly perſuaded, and w 
_ are to 
ns 


courſe on, and explain to you. 
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ers, 25 appears, from the A#tr of the 17! 
Ao»ſt «cr, 1nd from other Scriprare-, 

Vneſt, | will not ask you for any more 
Evidence in this great point, of feſus be- 
ing the Chriſt - (uch demonſtrations, as you 
have in{1ltcd on, being abundantly Caffic 
en! tO ſain belief om every honeſt mind, 
that i5 Careful to 13guire, and willing to be 
miormed. Ari as for others, who are 
Wantcn!y Capt1ous , Or Wiltuiy biind and 
incredulous, they ate not to be convinced 
by Reaſon and Arguments. 

But builcing on this nw, as moſt un- 
que'tionably ture, That 7eſus is the Chrif, 
doth not that undeniably prove the Di- 
wine At 'ority of the New Teſtament, Which) is 
his Word 

Arſ. Moſt certainly it doth. For that 
contains only what he either ſpoke, or 
acted himſelf in his Life ; or ordered his 
Ap-filer to do, and reach in his Name, af- 
ter his Death. The ſame Proofs and Teſti- 
monies, which juſtihne him, do authorize 
itz ſince it only ſets out to us all that 
Word, in declaration whereof a!l the E- 
vidences urged hitherto are to gain him 
cred'r. 

Oacf. I 2m fully fatished of the ce:- 
tainty, and have heard enough to con- 
vince me of the uſefulnel;, and efficacy 
of Faith in Cirift, I would del(ire now 9 
hear ſomething more of the particular 
pPoutz of that Faith , whereof we are 6 


Feſus us the Chri ſe. 


be thus firmly perſuaded, and where: 
by _ admirable things are to be per- 
or 

Anſ.. Thoſe , a5 I hinted at firſt, are 
ſummed up in that fort Creed, into the 
profeſſion whereof we are all 
And that I ſhall next endeavour to dif 
courſe on, and explain to you 


THE 


Knowledge of G OD: 


EXPLICATION 
+3 Wo © 2 * 

Divine Artribures, 
AND 


PROVIDENCE; 
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The Knowledge of God : or, an Ex- 
plication f the Divme Attributes, 
and Providence. 


CHAP. 1. 
Of the Being, and Attributes of God. 


The Contents. 


The World declares there is a God, Heir an 
eternal Spirit, on whow all things depend, Of 
God; Holineſs. Several things explained, 
which ſeem to infringe it : as when God 3; 
ſaid to harden Mons bearts. To's * 
ritual blindneſs, and a reprobate ſenſe. 
ſend a falſe Spirit to deceive : bor 
ffrong deluſion, God oft gives: Men wy to the 
delafn of evil Spirits, Cantions to 


this, To give Men 4 Spirit of ſlumber. 4» 
account, how INE. ; God's irrecon- 


K 3 


$44 Of God's Holineſs, 


reſpeft of Perſon;s, Hu Panitive 

0 cleared _ ſplacing puniſpment;, 

EE an ny 
them , in 

C any fins. "i falſe 


_ 2995 
hve | 


Faithful Servants : which is wo encour 
ment fer any to return to their former fins, 
Of God: Wiſdom. This ſhown in ſetting 
P A rate and eftimate on all things , ſo that 
»e % neither gained, nor loft by worthleſs ſer- 
vices, In diſcerning the juſt power and force 
of all Means and ſucceſt of al Methods, 
which ſhould bex 


et the greateſt Reverence for 
all bis Ordinances. In ſering the beſt times, 
and ſeaſen;, for cvery purpoſe : ſo that we maſt 
never think avy Deliverance to0 long delayed, 
or Aﬀs ion too faſt hafkened, No — to 
pretend to the Love of God, without loving, and 
imitating theſe Divine Excellencies, 


Nneſftion. s_ T Hat are the 4r- 
ticles of Chrift:- 
0-4 


which we Chriſians ax to belly 
al counind io o 
pt. called the Hofer 


WEL 
_ ted by the 


Son, 
Di: 
lag, os _ the dead, be aſcended 
þ at the right Hud of 


is Creed COMA Pones 
GC _—_ by 


&th. 


appear that there 1s 
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whlout reſpei? of Perſons, Hu Pwnitive 
Fafice cleared from miſplacing puniſhments, 
in pamiſhing one for another 5 fins. And from 
mwe/proportion;ng them, in allotting eternal 
s, to momentany fins, Some falſe 
per fions on this juſt God wiped off, Of God'; 

in all places. 7 be effets of this, 
Of bis Fahfuloefs. - This ſhown of InvVi6- 
Lable prrfermance of bis Promiſes : And in- 
terpreting them without evaſion, or ſecret re- 
ſerve, according to their plain meanings, 
And by conflant adberence to his Friends and 
Faithful Servants : which 15 no ENCOUT ARE + 
went fer any to return to their former fing, 
Of Ged's Wildom. This town in ſetting 
4 juſt rate and eftimate on all things , ſo that 
be u neither gained, nor {oft by worthleſs ſer- 
vices, In diſcerning the juſt power and force 
of all Alcans, and ſucteſs of al Methods, 
which ſhould bex et the greateſt Reverence for 
all bu Be ls ſeeing the beſt times, 
and ſeaſons, for curry purpoſe : ſo that we maſt 
never think any Deliverance too long delayed, 
or Aﬀesttion too faſt haftened, No reaſon to 
pretend to the Love of God, without loving, and 
imitating theſe Divine Excellencies, 


Anſwer, 
COMM 


are all contained in this 


y called the Apoftle; Creed ; 
I be- 


Of God's Holineſs. 


] believe in God the Father Almighty, maker of 
Heaven and Earth, Andin Jeſus Chrift, hi: 
only Son, our Loyd;, who was conceived by the 
Holy Gheft, bers of the Virgin Mary, /; play 
»#der Pontius te, was _ d, de 
buried, be deſcended inte Hell; the third - bs 
roſe again from the dead, he Sheended ; ito Hea- 
ven, and furteth at Fu right Hand of God the 
Father Almighty e he ſhall come to 
judge the wk Lye the dead, I believe in the 
Holy Gheſft ; the Holy Catbelick Church; the 
Communion of Saint:y, the Forgiveneſs of Sing ; 
7 f.. qr of the Body; and the Life E- 

Amen. 

# uf Doth chis Creed contain all points 
0 
every Chriſtian 2 


, neceſſary to be believed by 
Avſ. Yes, for it was given for a Con- 
feſhon of Faith, that ſhould fic Men for 


Baptiſm , and ſhew any Perſon to be a 
Chriſtian : and they had better have made 
no Rule, or Confeſhon of Faith at all, 


than an imperfect one. 
Qneft, What do you make the fr f Ar- 
ticle in this 
Anſ. I believe in Ged, the Futber Almighty, 
maker of Heaven and Earth. 
«eff, How doth it appear that there is 
a God ? 
Anſ. From this vaſt World, that he has 


made. Even as we are ijonably aſ- 
(ured of the Being of a Skilful Architect 
where we ſce ſtately, and well contrived 


Houſe eret:d; or of a learned Author, 
KK 4 from 
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from an excellent, and well- Boak ; 
or of an Ingenious Artfcr, penned Watch 
of exact, and various M Or 0- 
ther elaborate, and curious piece of Work- 
manſhip. And this ſhows us, not only that 
there is a God and 


neſs, are every where apparent in the con- 
trivance , and formation of ic. For rhe 
Lovif feble things of God, even his eternal Power 

and Godbead, are clearly ſeen from the Creas 
tion off the World, bing weder flood by the 
things that ave made, 2s S. Panl (ays, Rem, 
I. 20, 

Dxef. Indeed, nothing in reaſon ſeems 
more obvious, than that all this World 
muſt have an Architect; and that we, and 
all the things about us, which every where 
ring wp and, and - wy could never make 

— that things of ſuch admi- 
rable Harmony, and Ulſefulne 
could not any one, and much lefs all 
them, be put be par Ae blind and uncog- 
Friving chance And therefore, methinks, 

s proof of God's Being, from the woice 
of bu Works , muſt needs convince all his 
reaſonable Creatures? 
Arſ. Yes, and ever {ince the World be- 
gan, (0 it has. There i; neither ſpeech ner 
language, where their voice 11 not beard: their 
bug is gone out through all the earth, and their 


pg ds uno the end of the ec - 
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ad none. 
things are we to know, 


: 


ff. 


and b God? 
Tu Firſt, His Gal -head, and 


7'© 


God. Is 


; like any thi 
hold with our Eyes, or feel with our Hands, 
or diſcern by any Bodily Senſes? 


Axſ. No; in Seripeare, indeed, he is faid 
to have Ears, and Eyes, and Hands, and Feer, 
But therein, as the Jew:/b Rabbins (ay, the 
Law ſpeahs of God with the Tongue of the Chil- 
Gen of Mey, And we are to underſtand, 
not that he has = ſuch parts, but only 
that he has as full perceptions, and per- 
forms the ſame things, as we do by them. 
The inviſible God, whom no man hath [cen, 
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from an excellent, and well-penned Book ; 
or of an Ingenious Artificer, from a Watch 
of exact, and various Movements, or 0- 
ther elaborate, and curious piece of Work- 
manſhip. And this ſhows us, not only that 
there is a God, on whom we, and all this 
created World depend: but alſo that he is 
moſt Wiſe, Powerful, and Good; becauſe 
the greateſt Power, Wiſdom, and Good- 
nels, areevery where apparent in the con- 


trivance, and formation of ic. For the. 


_nvifoeble things of God, even ki; eternal Power 
ard Goahead, are clearly ſeen from the Crea- 
tion of the World, being underſtood by the 
things that ave made, as y. Pan lays, Rom, 
I. 20, 

©vxeft. Indeed, notliing in reaſon ſeems 
more obvious, than that all this World 
muſt have an Architect; and that we, and 
all the things about us, which every where 
ſpring up and periſh , could never make 
our iclves; and that things of ſuch admi- 
rable Order, Harmony, and Ulefulneſs, 


could not any one, and much lefs all of 


them, be put together by blind and uncon- 
eriving chance. And therefore, methinks, 
this proof of God's Being, from the voice 
of bis Works, muſt needs convince all his 
reaſonable Creatures? 

Af. Yes, and ever f(ince the Wecrld be- 
gan, ſo it has. There is neither ſprech ner 
language, whire their woice is not beard: their 
Mg is gone out through all the earth, and their 


wg ds uno the end of the world, Plal. 19. 3, 4 
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Oa this, or other x F- all FRag ple, 
in every Age, and Nation, believ 
acknowledged that there is a Gad, - de- 
livered down that Belief to thoſe who fol- 
lowed them. And therefore no Perſon 
can ever oppoſe this, and pretend to rea- 
ſon, ns _—_ he ſers w —_— a- 
gainſt a of every place Fm 
and againſt what | or the plaineſt 
and moſt unconteſtable Principle of bu- 
mane reaſon, ſince there was any ſuch 
thing. So that if therein he has reaſon, he 
has 1t to himſelf alone, and all the preſenc 
World beſides, yea, and all Ages too that 
went before him, had none. 

__ What things are we to know, 
lieve concerning God ? 

Anſ. Firſt, His God-bead, and Divine At- 
tributes, Secondly, His Providence, 

Lneſt, L 1s nothin ching in all Religion 
more neceſlary +08 Of Rn for 1h 8 n to 
have a es pprehenſion of Almighty 
God. like any thing, which we be- 
kold with our Eyes, or feel with our Hands, 
or diſcern by any Bodily Senſes? 

Axſ, No; in | - -ondy indeed, he is ſaid 
to have Es, and Eyes, and Hands, and Feet, 
But therein, as the Jewiſh Rabbins (1y, the 
Law ſpeaks of God with the Tongue of the Chil- 
gen of Men, And we are to underſtand, 
not that he has any ſuch parts, but only 
that he has as full perceptions, and per- 
forms the ſame things, as we do by them. 
The invitible God, whom no man hath ſeen, 


&/ 


fn in hi his perſeet averſation, 
and immutable 
He can take no pleaſure in wickedneſs, be 
il worker of iniquity, and therefore ev/ bal 
we dwell with bins, Pla). 5. 4, 5+ 

weſt, If this be his u le Nature, 
he can never be reconciled to Mens fins, 
jor take Gels (0 Pye WE 5 goes 
on to be a {nner? 
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or oan ſee, I Tim. 6. 16. is 4 e, ſays our 
Saviour, Jobs 4. 24. Andes mal reach 
Services, which 


us 1n our oY 


we 
ich curmand Show, Cite, any Coen 


nies; but to be inwardly feed in all we 
do, or ſay, and always ** offer him our 


Hearts, and Spirits: F, + being 4 Spiris 
maſt be wer ped, as 1/7 1, 5 


in erath, ] 4- 24. A. n— never 
to make an JW 


good Le le 
any of bum, 


ſaid Ihe Low Exod. 20. 4, <a 
we e ve cannor 

with our Eyes, we may apprehend ſe- 
veral in our minds. And 
one, you lay, is by God-head : what mean 
you by that ? 

- His —_ , or being the Su- 
eme Being, that bo Rong and 
a all other things 


Partt- 
cularly Men , who were at firſt made bys 
him, nd ſill abſolutely depend on him. 1» 
bim we live,move,and have onr being, ACt. Gar 2 n 
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cena Being, which never had be- 


"af Ye becauſe there was nothing be- 
to give to him. So 


beginning 
chat if he had not been from all Ecernicy, 
he could never have been at all. 

Dneft, And if all things elſe, bus eſpe- 
kn, Men , do abſolutely depend on 
» that will make all careful ro ſerve 
mo Undotbeett found Religion ? 

y fo it ſhould. And 
FA is not only believed, but (erioully 
gx "od ſo it w will 
Baeft. What are the Divine Attribures, 
or Properties of God , which will ſhow 
s how he ſtands affected, and what will 
teaſe him ? 
Anſ. He is all Holineſs, Goodneſs, Juſtice, 
Fathſalneſs, Wiſdew, Alanighty, every where 
reſent, and can | can never change 
is meant _— God's Natural 


2ueft. What 
Pritz and Holineſs. 

Auſ. His abſolute exem from all 
fn in himſelf, and his _— 


and immutable hatred of it in all others. 
He can take no pleaſwre in wickedneſs, be bates 
al workers of mquity, and org evil ſhalt 
wt dwell with him, Plal. 5 

Aueſt, If this be his >. TY Nature, 
te can never be reconciled to Mens {1ns, 
Rot take delight in any Man, whilſt he goes 
n to be a {inner ? 


Axsl, 
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An. No as ſoon may we hope to bring 
Light and Snow and Fire ts 
dwell together. So far is he from living 
with it, that he cannot endure #o ook, apes 
11quity, » 1.13. 

Left. Since God's Holineſs beſpeaks 
ſuch abſolute abhorrence of all vice and 
wickedneſs, I fee it implies ſomething 
more, than barely his affetation of Exter- 
nal Decency, or his hatred to be treated 
rudely and unmanner]y. BE 

Asſ. Yes, (o it doth. It implies tha 
. too. For God's Holineſs, f often 
his ſupereminent Power, and G 


7" And to uſe this leſs Majeſty, or any 
thi ————_ tcoit, without that 
ny ans, and viſible Reverence, a 

is due to them, is to anhelow and 
himz which he ſays in Ezekio! the Prief: 
did, when they pat #o difference —_ the bs 
ly and prophane, Exzek. 22. 26. great, 
TA 
inguiſhi ; 
paid him in our eutward behaviour. And 
when in Gifes and Preſent: , ſome would 
ſhew viſible negle&, and diſhonour of him; 
he complained they did not treat him as « 
Great, and Dreadfsl Kivg : adding, that here- 
in their undutifulneſs might evidently ap 
pear, becauſe they durſt not go fo, to pay 
reſpet to any Temporal Gevernowr or W- 
periour , Mal. 1.8,13,14. But, 
this hatred of External irreverence , be one 
thing implied in it; yet 1s it but che - 


= Wm” —w a. aw” mo « Oi aa wa. 
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zeft. If thi 
f. If this Holy God is ſo irrecon- 


znſt fi 
hor ic? 1n, ſure he can never be 
= no Man ſay when he i; tems- 


tempted of God : 7 
_ = neither je ap_ 
So Famer 1. 13. Devil 
is called rhe + 3 hs 
= ha _ 
noſt of all, when they And war own Laf 
mice as to evil _ 4 
u Bu 4d; y fray dy Log 
: es moſt Holy es 
veces or ictem 0 ſins, Aoowo-n 
on, but only wihe- 


He has 
7, or, asthe * Sepraagine © _ ' Ouyg 
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An/. No 3 as ſoon may we hope to bring 
Light and Darkneſs, Snow and Fire to 
dwell together. So far is he from living 
with it, that he cannot endure 7s /cok, wpen 
1r1gquity, Habak. 1. 1 3. 

weft. Since God's Holineſs beſpeaks 
ſuch abſolute abhorrence of all vice and 
wickedneſs, I fee it implies ſomething 
more, than barely his affeation of Exter- 
nal Decency, or his hatred to be treated 
rudely and unmanner]y. : 

An. Yes, fo it doth. It implies tha 
too. For God's Holineſs, f often notes 
his ſupereminent Power, and Greatnek 
And to uſe this leſs Majeſty, or any 
things appropriated to it, without that ſepe- 
' rate Honour, and viſible Reverence, which 
is due to them, is to anhelow and prophee 
him; which he ſays in F=ekie! the Prief: 
did, when they pat mo difference between the bs 
ly and prophane, Ezek. 22. 26, Our great, 
_ _—_— . m_ have a di- 

inguithing reſpect, onour , viſibly 
paid him in our eutward behaviour. And 
when in Gifts and Preſents, ſome would 
ſhew viſible neglect, and diſhonour of him; 
he complained they did not treat him as « 
Great, and Dreadfx! Kirg : adding, that here- 
in their undutifulne(s might evidently ap- 
pear, becauſe they durſt not go fo, to pay 
reſpet ro any Temporal Gemvernowr or W- 
periour , Mal. 1.8,13,14. But, though 
this hatred of External irreverexce , be On 
thing implied in it; yet is it but che - 

e 
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fide of God's Holineſs. And therefore no 
Man mauſt ever think to content him, by 
Ceremonious Formalities , 2s being ex- 


edneſs, which afe 

him moſt of all, and bear che di- 
xteſt oppoſition to his Holineſs. As this 
mithout the other, is Spiritual ill Breed- 
rg, and Clowniſh Ruſticiy: ſo is the other 
mthout it, mere Form and Comple- 
ment, and an empty unprofitable Cere- 


mony. 
Merit If this Holy God is fo irrecon- 
leably ſer againſt (in, ſure he can never be 


the Author of it ? 
Anſ. NO; let no Man ſay when he is tems- 


pied, ] am tempted of God: for God cannot be 
tempted with evil, neither death he rempt Or 1N- 
te any man 00 it, James 1. 13, The Devil 
tempts us, who is called :he Temprer in the 
Sripexres, Matth. 4. 3. And wicked men, 
who are his Inſtrumears. And e«r ewn Luft: 
moſt of all, when they 4&aw »: away, and 
Wice us to evil, as S. fames (ays, James 1. 
14. But as for the moſt Holy the 
wacern he has about our ſins, 1s inno wile 
to decree, or help them on, but only to for- 
tid, and puniſh He has no pleaſare in « 
wetedueſs, or, as the * Sepruagior tranflate ſt, , 'N 
is dth net will it, Pal. 5. 4. og 


KIeY, 
Leef. 


t52 Of God s Holineſs. 
Loef. But doth not God himſelf Gy, 
That be had hardned Pharaob's heart, and the 
heart of his ſervants, Exod. 10. 1. and Chg, 
14. 4,17. and is it not alſo aid, that be aw. 
ved David to number Iſrasl, and Judah, 1 Sam, 


24. 1. 
Anſ, Yes, 
way of poiti 


hardned his own beers, Exod. 8. 15, 32. and 

of David, that Satan moved him to namber the 
Bue doch nor his widndrawing ingof 
. Bur 

is Grace, ſhow a willi co have fn 


» 


he bardned Pharavh : heart , 

* Dr. Han- * Learned note, may 

_ _ Phar a0b's heart was hardned, 2s the 
thus to harden Pharach's heart, and /« 
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Laeff, But doth not God himlelf Gy, 
That be had hardned Pharach « heart, and the 
heart of his ſervants, Exod. 10. 1. andChyg, 
14. 4,17. and is it not alſo ſaid, that be me. 
ved David to number Iſracl, and 7ndah, 2 Sar, 


$4.8. 
Anſ. Yes, but God did theſe, not by 
way of poſitive influence and , 8 
a concurrent cauſez bur only by withdraw- 
ing his Grace, and leaving Men to be hard- 
ned by their own Luſts, and by evil Spr 
rits. And thus of Pharaoh 'tis (aid, that be 
hardned his ewn heart, Exod. 8. 15, 332. and 
of David, that Satan moved him to namber the 
people, 1 Chron. 21. 1. 

| 2weft. Bur doth not his withdrawingof 
his Grace, ſhow a willi co have fn 
take place, and that al he is loth 
to do it himſelf, yet he is free, Men ſhould 
be hardned by ? 

or at _ is put w 

as a Wiſe, upright , in way 
Juſtice. For he never withdraws hi 


ww Mn, WI x 5 wa, oc 
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pulſes and 
tions. Thus in Story of Pharach in 
Exodar, ( except what is (aid, Chap. 7.13, 


he bardned Pharaoh's heart , which, as the 
* Learned note, may as well be 

Pharach's heart was hardned, as the 
word is rendred werſe 22. God is not 
thus to harden Pharach's heart, and /« 
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his plagues npon bis beart, Chap. 9. 12, 14. till 
SSIS 2m wickedly diſo- 
beyed, and wilſully bardwed bis own beart 
chap. 8.15, 3z. And when 'tis ſai 
God movill David to number i 
ded, that their fins had pr 

hich made him give him up to i 
s Grace and Holy Spi 


15, 
Asſ. Not that he inſtils into them any 


erors, or puſhes and precipitates them on 
to any wicked a&, without opening their 
Eyes. But only that he leaves them to 
their own violent and blind prejudices, 
which will neither let them hear, nor ſee 
any thing, that makes againſt them: and 
withdraws clear means of knowledge, af- 
ter they have long lighted , and abuſed 
them; as our Saviour did from the blinded 
fews, therefore, as he (ays, [peaking to them 
in Parabler , becanſe ſeeing they ſaw not, and 
Waring they heard nor, that is, they would 

not 


153 


Of God's Holineſs. 


not be made to ſee, and hear, by plaid 
Matth, 13. [3 This infliction 

Spiricual blindneſs, S. Pa*/, in the caſe 
of the Reman, Calls giving wp to 4 r _ 


them over to 4 regrobate mind, verſe 21, 28, 
Their reprobate ſenſe, verſe 28. was the 
equent of their own foul loft, 

noted wrſe 21 
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croud in among them, to gain Commiſſ- 
cns, Either for trial or punithment, and tice 
who wall be delivered into their hands. Thus 
S$11an did, when he obtained power againſt 
70b, for 4 rial of his patience, Job 1.6. And 
thus on another fer day, when God pub- 
lickly decreed the fat of Ahab, an evil Spi- 
ric preſents himſelf, and voluntarily ofers 
tO be 4 lying Spiric in the month of all his Pro- 
phets, to enccurage him to his fall at Ka- 
moth Gilead, 11 deſerved puniſhment of his 
wickedneſs. And God not only foretels, 
that Abe+b would hear him; but bids him 
go, and do fo, as * Chrift bid fudu when 
he were ont to betray him, ( as allo the + De- 
$i's, when 1/ e ertred into the herd of ſwine, ) 
not therevy commanding and authorizing 
his Practice,but only raking off his rextraint 
aud Itting him looſe wo lus own wacke: 
purpoſes, by way of permilſion and 1uf- 
Icrance, 1 K: ng 22, 19,20, 284, 32. 

Deſt, And is that S. Paxl's meaning, 
when under the vrefſtt m: ery of 171441), OT 
{an of fin, Ie liys, Ged jhoſ fond men, who 
kued rut the truth, but lad pleaſmre in un- 
righteouſneſs, ft ony ac'njion, 2 Thci1l. 2.11, 

Anſ. Yes, thuc deiutim was to be, by 

Wing evi. Spit ts Liceice t a2iude them. 
tl come with lh acreir nhl; eſt of power, 
and frons, ani bing woracrt, after the worksn 
ef Satar, vetſe 6, 10. So that Gods _ 
mg {t.ong delutlon wm thole Jays, 15 letting 
Satan loote, aid permitting him to give 
pliulible provis, aud thows, ta ſeduce 
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_ Os OE 
» wo or the Irath, 
but would be glad of any pretence to em- 
brace a pleaſing error i of it, would 
be like enough to prevail. | 

Qnzeft, Doth God often pve Men up 
thus to evil Spirits, to them? 
. Anſ. Yes, —_— have a omngs 

1 ing the errors, as Fa 

ce ins and , of all Men 
But ve often a more eſpecial 
Ro extraordinary power of delu- 
ſion, in degree ſometimes greater , and 
ſometimes leſs, according as any 
or Places, through their own wickednefs, 


their pride, and wantonneſs, are left more 

or leſs to themſelves , and thrown out of 
God's protection. Thus the darkneſs of the 
Heathen #orld or * Age, S.Panl 

 'AiGr@. aſcribes to the ſpiritual wicked- 
t ETvegarios. neſſes ” high or beavenl places, 


* lod pens + we- Of to the * wicked Spirirs in 
yeieg: Of as the Sy. the Air called Heaven in the 


rrack, Verſion reads 7ewiſh Books, who were the 
it, md uam, Rulers of it, Eph.6. 12. And 


in account of the deluded ne- 
11077, WE are told, that rhe old Serpent, which 
: the Devil and Satan , had _— wa 
ev. 20. 2, 3, 8. And the genera 
ſtale and Deluſion, by the Man fas 
alcribed by the Apeftle , as 1 , to the 
workin? of Satan, 2 »-2. 0, 10,1h: 
on the riſmg of any nerable Hereticks, and 
perverters of the rrath, the crafty and maby* 
nan 
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A: /, Moſt certainly. And therefore by 
a! means we muſt have 2 care, not to ſer 
our (elves above Ordinances, to vilifie 
Pravers or Preaching, to deſpiſe Sacra* 
ments, to diſparage the Sacred Scriptures, 
ww conemn ſupercilioully and outbrave 
our Miniſters, making our ſelves wiſer 
than our Teachers, to caſt oft the Go- 
vernment of our Lawful Pa(tors, or break 
the Unity of che Church, or fuch things. 
I'or this is breaking all Goq's Buunds, and 
diſcarding his Methods, appointed to keep 
us all ſtable, in the knoiviecge, and praftice 
of the Truth. And if we thus leave him, 
and wantonly leap out of all his ways, we 
have juſt cauſe tro fear, left he leave us: 
and then we are ready to become a prey 
to evil Spirits, who, as they get leave in 
mote or lets degrees, wWi:l C.ury US away 
with their delutions, 

Oneft. You think then, that there 1s lels 
danger of theſe deluſions, whilltt Men keep 
humbly , and awfully, in the Unity and 
Communion of Cirift's Church, than when 
they depart frem 1 - 

Anſ. Yes, by breaking out thence, they 
ire got into a Place more infecure, and 
more ful! of danger. As out !ying Deer, 
no more under te Eye aud C ue of the 
[ceeper, are ready to become a prey to 
every Huater. Or, as Sneep Without the 
i o'd, whiltt they itraggle from 1116 Flock, 
and out of the compats of thu: tpecial 
Providence wich protects 1t, ate 11 dalger 
ui 
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by eng hureful Beaſt ro be made a prey, 
and picked up. Or, as near an Enemies 
Quarters, they who will run avroad with- 
out che Camp, are in danger of being 
ſeized, or (lain by Advetrſaries: foare Men 
without the Church, by evil Spirits. For 
they are more at liberty, and let looſe in 
the World, though chain'd and fetter'd in 
the Church and if they hind any leap out 
thence, are more likely ro ſeize them, as 
ſtraves in their own Domimons. 

Qweſt. Indeed, that viliich reſtrains their 
malice, is the PioeHtion of God , which 
1s called the Hedze, that fenced off Sar. 
{om fob, Job 1. 10. And (ince all have not 
an equal thire in the Guardiinthin of Al- 
mighty God, ans of 113 good Angels, '@, 
obvious to infer, that theſe impure Spirits 
liave more power in ſorae Places, and 0- 
vcr lome Per{ons, tian over others. | 

Anſ. Yes, and this the Demon 1n * Terry. * Dr vor - 
/ian urged for hinfſelf, wit being chmged ##f + -6- 
+ one, thatin thule days cf Afiracles carne 
t eject him, and rebuked for darirg to at- 
tempt, and poſſeſs a Chritian Womar, lv 
was liſted under Cri”; Protection ; cor:- 
flantly pleaded, bu ſciſure was woſt juſt, bc 
cauſe be found ber in his own Precinits, Vit. 
ar the lewd, bloody, and ungodly thows, in 
te Fleathen Theatres This Power of evil 
$pi» 4t2, 15 greateſt in the unhall»wed World ; 
a5 the Seriptare ſufficiently intimates, when 
Satan 15 called by our Lord, the Prince « 
is world, John 12. 31.and cbay. 14. 30. ail 

I 1G. 


D/ 
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16. fY. and by S. Pasl, the God of this world, 
2 Cor. 4. 3. and when the Apefftr aſcribes 
the darkneſs of the Heathen world, tO wicked 
ſpirits, who had the rule and Empire of ut, 
Epb.6. 12. and wrought in thoſe that were di- 
obedient, or the * wnyer{nadable part of Man- 
kind, Eph. 2. 2. So that they are able todo 
moſt, before Men are entred into the Ce- 
venant, and Charch of God : 2s from the dan- 
ger Meſe: was in, before he had Circam- 
ciſed his Sen , the Jewiſh Doftors note the 
Power of a «eftrezing Ange! on (uch, as have 
not received the initiatory Rite of Circam- 
cifren 5 anſwerable wheteto is that oid f tre- 
d:tion among them, that God exempred their 
Nation from the Power of the Angel of death, 
to which be ſubjefted the reft of the World, 
when he choſe them for his own People, and gave 
them the Law, Or when, being once en- 
ter'd, they either burſt out of it ſelves, 
or by juſt excommunication, which, as our 
Lord * (ays, brings Men back into the ſtate 
of the Heathen, are caſt out into the World 
Power over them: as S. Pas! notes, (ay- 
ing of choſe that grow turbulent in the 

ch, and oppoſe themſelves, that they are 
_— captive by bim, 2 Tim. 2.25, 26. and 


excommunication, a delivering over unto 


Satey, as it throws them out into his Ter- 

ritory, and within the verge of his Domi- 

non, 1 Cer. 5, 5. & 1 Tim. 1.20, Yea, pro- 

bably, their attempts are more greedy, and 

violent upon thoſe, who for a while ne 
re 
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reſcued out of their hands, than on others, 
who were held always under them. And 
accordingly , in the Parable of the nuclear 
Spriris we are told, that if, being ence &:- 
ven out of a man, he find him empty, and 
naked of Guards, and (o fit ro be made a 
prey againz he takes with him ſeven Spirit: 
werſe than himſelf, when he ſeeks to encer 


into him the time, Math. 12. 43, 


rits? 
Anxſ. Yes, to omit others, buying 
f of the Truth, .or ating 
inſt God, and a good 
en forſake God, or a 


pen 
he offers gain 
hls = © 


, taking 
of him by thirty pieces of filver, 
preferred before his Mafter, Luk. 22. 3, 4, 
5. Andinto Azaria, gerting him into his 
Power, and filling his heart, by a deſire of 
keeping the price of his land to himſelf, Att, 
5. 3, When Men once put themſelves in- 
to Satan's hands, by patring away 4 good con- 
ſcience , and prof g, or ating againſt 
convictions z they are 3 the ready way, 

54 as 
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a5 S. Panl (ſays, 10 mate ſripmrack of therig).t 
Faith, and tall under a delution of their un- 
deiſtandings, 2 Tim. 1.19. 

Dneft, But doth not God himlelf do 
more than tuffcr, and give way to 11n, by 
leaving them to their own Lults, or to Sa- 
tan, as you (ay, to puth them on, when 
he talks of grting wen 4 ſpirit of ſlumber, 
Rem. 11. $, 10. & I{aian6. 1c. Is not that 
ſomething politive of his inflicting ? 

Az"f. 'Tis like it is a ſencing a {luggith- 
ne(s of thought, or a dulnels and drow!!- 
nels of apprehenſion on them. Not luch, 
as makes them quite unzble to apy rho; 
but only, like a drowſte Man, more hitiels, 
heavy, and flow in it. * I's 0717 1 erewith 
they ſheald nit ſees, ara eat, niiereniuth they 
(5! not hear ;, that 1s, (uch wheacwith they 
would not, becaule they could not CO it 
£4'11y, Rem, 11. 8, Suci abatement of 1n- 
t=i|ectual perfpicacity . and power , Gud 
{>mnetimes threatens to ubamare furers, 
{aying, ge mill [nate tem with maar, or 
blindnels, Or 4/\o (ment . and {tupidity T1 
Fe.rrt, Deur. 25, 23, Aud this 15 very jult, 
F112 to 1Mmpair the perfection of our mins, 
as well as tic health and ſhengrh of our 
Bodies, mm punitoncnt of wr fins. For 
both chefe, being his pratuitous arid une: 
ſerved gifts, arc 1evertible in whac mature 
re pleales. Aud he never withdraws tizem 
wm bs wrath tiom Colituindcious ſinners, 
but on forfeiture and high provocations, 
when they have winxed long againſt the 

Light, 
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Lizht and would not ſee with quick and 
clear lenies. It is all in way of Juſtice, 
and Jucicial Procels ; to that there 15 n0- 
ng, but wher thows a Holy, a Juſt, and 
Gooa God 0), in all rh1<, 

(weſt, Bur if God lo irreconcileably 
hates 11a , why doth he not emp.oy his 
Power to Keep it our? Wete it not cate 
{or an Almighty God, to prevent fin un 
te World, f he would ? 

Anſ. It 15 not fit he ſhould make it im- 
poſſible, by putting it our of our power 
to chule it Ard as for luch ways, as mn- 
fer no force upon our wills, bur contut 
wich our free and rewardable avoidance of 
ſm, he has not been wanting in then), 
which is all that is to be expected 0:1 his 


part. 

Qrzeft, Why, t2 eaſe both himſelf, and 
as, of the evil of (in, might not God inike 
: 1mpoſhble, and put it out of our power 
1) Chule ic ? 

A:/\, Becauſe that is inconſiſtent vi18l 
our Natures, who, having Fleth as well 
Sp'11t, muſt needs be free co Evil, as wei 
% Gocd. Ie would leave norhing in us 
to be commended, or rewarded, when we 
o& attain from itz there being no thanks 
cc to 2ny Man, for omitting what he was 
utter,y incapable to act. To make {1a im- 
poiftole, 1s to off.r violence to our free 
ind reatonable Natures, and to let alide 
«| Laws, all Cenlure, and reward of Acti- 
ons. Which nv reaſon will expect a roy 
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«God ſhould do, who looks not only at 


CVE Power and Holineſs, but at 


anc 


that 
of hindring us free and rewardable Crea- 


tures, who are not to be irreſiſtably for- 
ced and compelled , but drawn Per- 


ſuaded. 

neft. And has God done all, that can 
reaſonably be expected that way, to pre- 
vent (1n? 

Asſ. Yes, he has given his own Son to 
die a cruel Death, thereby to purchaſe 
Mercy for all that truly repent of their 
ſins he has plainly ſhowed, and forbid all 
ſin, that no Perſon need be ignorant of it; 
he = ——_— wil _ 
portable pun ts , that all may be «- 
fraid to come near it ; he offers the molt 
incomparable rewards, to all that will 0- 
vercome it; and promiſes the aid of an 
unconquerable Spirit and Grace, to enable 
all, who will ſtrive as they ought, to pre- 
vail againſt it. In ſumm, having ſtuper- 
diouſly brought about, by the meritorious 
Death of his own Son, that Mercy ſhould 
be offered to all Men to pardon, and 
Grace to extirpate and abolith ſin : he has 
left nothing wan bur their own wills, 
to perfect of it. Andhe has 


rope for them, and ſer all thoſe 
things 


laying of his Governing-Juſtice t 
E: Praden and Liberty of his : 
tures, and will take ſuch ways to keep 


out ſin, as beſt comport with all theſe. So 
an utter incapacity for it, is no way 
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things before them , which ſhould , noe 
force their wills, indeed , but bend and 
perſuade them to reſolve upon ſuch con- 
| <q And that is all, which ought to be 

with free Creatures, whoſe wills are 
not to be forced, but won and perſuaded, 
towards its excluſion. So that if after all, 
fin be in the World, God's Holineſs, and, 
| may add, his Goodneſs too, are not to 
de charged, as if they had not abundant- 
ly done their part : but ay the obftinacy 
of Mens on <__ wills , which are 
not tO be forced, and will not be diſſuaded 
from it, by all that can be fitly and rea- 
ſonably offered to them. therefore 
it may ſtill be moſt juſtly ſaid of God, as 
the Scriptare doth, What conld have been done 
mere to my vineyard, that ] have net done in 
it? Tlaiah 5. 4. The Lord « not willing that 
or ſhould periſh, but that all ſhould come to 
repemtance, 2 Pet. 3.9. As I live, ſaith the 
Lad God, I have ne pleaſure in the death of 
the wicked, but had rather hat the wicked 
man would r= from bis way, and live, Ezek. 
33.11, 

Naeft. Another of God's Attributes 
argue Fo - Goodneſs, Is or , Go 

1 an wndiftinguiſhing Indulgence, that |i 
promiſcuouſly on all Perſons ? 

Axſ. No , 'tis a Wiſe and Holy Good- 
neſs, that reſpe&s qualifications. 'Tis the 
— 4 dE. 
Man , and fo is prone to a 
tat is conſiſtent with Wiſe and Holy 
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Ends, and Governing Juſtice. Put tender- 
nels and indulgence to i]! things, and for 
11] purpoſes and effects, 15 not goodnels, but 
dotap-. 

©rneft. So that God's Goodneſs doth 
not belpeak (uch tendernels, as relents at 
the very fight of all miſerable objects ? 

Anſ. No, when Love and Kindnels have 
been tina! ly abuted by them, affronted 
CGoodnels gives way to inflamed Juſtice, 
a:rd can 1fe Men (mart and ſuffer, withour 
being grieved for them. 

Oneſt. Then we muſt not fancy God's 
Mercy is ſuch an effeminate (oftnets, and 
fond pity, as ſtarts at the thoughts of any 
{everity, though moſt wholetome and ne- 
{ary ? 

Anſ. No, it is Mercy to the Penitent, 
and Pitiablez bur can well bear to lee tor- 
menting Cures wrought, on cileaſed, and 
ſtr1ying offenders; cr V en;eance Exccuted, 
GN Odcurate Criminals. 

. NE. the; 1> his Goounels ſuch ea 


Tag, 


[; cls, 25 ill be win cr Weerred wut, pure: 
- by the contiutgnce 11 22quelſts, and mect 
Laporta 'y ot obcurate {1nnets ? ' 


Pj 14), 01.45 good and eatre God can 
ne mti-xiDie £05 any It [1 1, Or ni eaſona 
t they Have been deal 
10 hi: t13213 tare of cz, he will the 
Mime!t Ju'? By Vi well ; (oud, and reguite 
them in their own kind , and be deaf to 
chem 1:2 thears, yea, when the extremity of 
heir Citceſs make; r!.em c: y to lum mn 
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vcmoſt importunity , and loudneſs. When 
1.cir fear cones, (ays he, as drſolation tO lay 
2'| walte, and deſtrnfticn as a whirlwind tO 
ſweep all before it: rhen, though they call, 
wid [eek me early, will [, inſtead of relenting, 
laugh, ard mock at their calamity, Prov. b 26, 


27, &C. 

Queſt, Bur when this Goodneſs puts ſuch 
tfference berween Objects, is it, as (one 
fancy, a blind and partial benevolence, thc 
tixes ty char.ce, or humour, on ſome ; and 
hen once it is hxed, heaps all favours, and 
ſes no faults in them ? 

Anſ. No, by n» means. God's Good- 
neſs is not guided, 2s fond Man's often is, 
by blind fancy, but always by highelt dit- 
cnetion-. He is infinite in Goodnels, but 
yet (Oo, as at the ſanie time, to be equal in 
juſtice, and Witdom too. So that he will 
60 good to all, thar have not incapacitated 
theinlelves by their own fault, buc to none 
2ain{t juſt, and wiſe reaton. 

©1eſt. By this ic ſeems, this good God 
has not 1nore love of any Perſons, as they 
we his Creatures, or Favorites, than as they 
ze endowed with certain qualifcations. 
And that his haued is ſtronger againilt fin, 
th:n his Love 13 fur auy Favcrite, or crea- 
ted Being - 

As{. Yes, he never loves aa evil work, 
wt of favour to the workers; bur, as the 
' $cripture often tells us. he hates the work- 
tr;, for the ſake of cheir evil works. So 
liz no Pe; ſons muſt ever fancy they = 
fuch 
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_ Foveriom_ of. ape: tour 2a any 
in any wickedneſs. Or that, ha- 
— 


his Love upon them, or 
Decrees in their favour, he will noe 
ſee ſin in them , nor impute it to 
nor hate them for fuch things, as are 
ef. If in others. - thats 
” it 15 none O 
what 1s * we are to underſtand Mr. 
Anſ. Hi 
15 per doing 
Which | le epecaly, 1N wo — 
viz, his forwardnel(s in rewardi od ae 
_ and his great Patience 
paſſing over 
NE Is he mindful of his Servants, 
careful ro reward all their good Ser- 
vices? , 

Anſ. Yes, and that he would have all 
Men undoubredly, to think by him, that 
ſo they may be encouraged to ſerve him. 
For he that == to God, muſt believe that be 
ir, and that hes hy rewerder of thoſe, that ali 

ly ſeek hum, 11. 6. 

Beef Is he alſo Patient and Merciful 
upon their , as well as Bountiful 
upon their good Services ? 

Anſ. Yes, when they repent , and tum 
from them. For ke proclaims himſelf long- 
ſaffering, Es mercy for —_ forgiving 
x tranſgreſſion, _ AY A, x0d. 34. 6, 7. 

17 bk wonderful Patience, in beanng 
wh, the ſins of _ and Mercy in pat- 
doning, when they truly repent of oy > 
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«eſt, And is not this Mercy ſeme in- 
EX thoſe, who go on in their 


2neft. What mean you by God's 7aftice, 
0 Rigbteomſneſs ? 
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according to them, without reſpect of Per- 
(ons. 

Qneft, Is God Righteous as a Law-giver, 
1n inpoting only juſt and Righteous Laws? 

Anſ. Yes, The Gods of the Gentiles, in- 
deed, which S. Pax! * ſays were Devils, in- 
joyned their Worſbippers, the molt (tofu, 
foul, and cruel things. They (crved Bu: 
c<>bus in the Idol-Feaſts calied the Pacha: 
./;, and other of their Deitics, with Re- 
vellings, and Drunkennels, 2nd Profligate 
Uncleauneſs: and fo S. P:rcr ſays, whiilt 
they wrought the will sf the Gentiles, tOge- 
ther with their abominible [dolatrics , they 
walked in laſcivieuſneſs, exceſs of wine, reve!- 
lings, 1 Per. 4. 3. as the Iſraelites , jryning 
themſe/r45 to the Idol Baa! Pear , commuted 
woredoms, Num. 25.1 2, 3. They lerved 
Afeloch, that is, Satw®, by moſt horrible 
and unnatural crueltics, dropping their own 
Children into the Fire through the Hands 
of 1113 Statue, and fo burning them alive 
to him; which the Scripture calls makin! 
them paſs threnph the fire to Molech, as a Lnrnt- 
effcring, Lev. 18. 21. & Jer. 19. 5. But the 
True God is moſt utterly oppoſite to 2:1 
(uch impolitions. He commands nothing, 
but what is Pure, and Vi: tus 'uS, ind for out 
own good and advantage ; what is honora- 
ble, and perfective of our Natvr.s; na”, 
what is wo;thy. not ©ly of . lev, but of 
Anzels, and, when he wou'd tone fo wy 
Laws, as he did when in Cri l;z becims 


Man, of God himicit. 
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Queſt. This ſhews the excellency of his 
Laws. But what ſay you to the equity of 
them? Are they not rigorous and over- 
burdenſome, requiring inore than we are 
able to perform ? 

Anſ. No, though he requires great things, 
yet together with chat, he offers ſuch help 
and grace as will render them, not on| 
poſhble, but tolerably eafie ro us. His 
commandments are not grievons, 1 John Jo 3» 
His yohe 15 eaſic, and his burden light, Maith. 
11; 3c. 

neſt, Is God Righteous allo as a fudge, 
that 15, when he comes to Judgment, will 
he impartially execute his Laws, without 
{avour, or relpect of Perſons ? 

Anſ. Yes. For inhis Righteoxs [udament, 
he will renaer to every Man, according to his 
deeds, To thiſe, who by continuance in well- 
dung, ſought Glory, eternal Life, Bat te all, 
that oley wnrighteewſneſs, and are i:mpenivent 
ſinners, wrath and anguiſh, and that on every 
one, that duth evil, without reſpett of perſons, 
Rom. 2. F. (O12, 

weſt. What will become then of all 
thoſe, that break his Laws ? 

Anſ. Unleſs they make their peace by 
Repentance, they muſt be condemned to 
that eternal Death, which his Law threatens. 

Lneft. But doth not God (ſometimes 
punith one Min for another's fin, as the 
Chilaren for the Parents, or the Parents for 
the Children ; whicreas the ruic of Juſtice 1s 
to give every Mai his own ? 

MM Anſ 
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Arſ. No, in all his allotments, he af- 
ſures us the righteomſneſs of the righteous ſhall 
be wpon him, and the wickedneſs of the wicked 
ſhall be pou him, Behold, ſaith he, «fl ſouls 
are mine, 4s the ſoul of the father, ſo allo the 
ſexl of the ſon : and one ſhall not ſuffer for 
another, but the ſoul that finneth, it ſhall dir, 
Ezek. 18.4, 19, 20. Indeed, if a Father 
ſhares in a Child's fault, by ſetting an evil 
example to it, or by being too indulgent 
and not ſeaſonably correting it 3; then he 


* 1Sam. ſhall ſuffer, as * £/idid : but this isnot for 


his Child's, but for his own fin, in as much 
as he concurred to it. And if a Child fol- 
low his Father's ſin, he ſhall partake in his 
puniſhment, as is implied in Ezekiel, chap. 
18. 14. but that is not becanſe his Father 
ſinned, bur becauſe he imitated it. But if 
we do not communicate in the ſins of 0- 
ther Men, we ſhall not anſwer for their 
uts for every man ſhall bear his own burdes, 
2al. 6.5. 
weft, But what ſay you, when God 
puniſhes a wicked Parent with want, or 
an infirm bodyz doth not that tranſmit 
Diſeaſes, or Poverty to his innocent Poſte- 
rity? Or, when he co a ſinful Na- 
tion , with the Sword, Famine, or Peſti- 
lence; do not thoſe involve the inno- 
cent, in common with the Criminals? 
4rſ. Yes, but theſe not being directed 
by A y God upon themſelves, but 
ſeizing them through the neceflity of (e- 
cond cauſes, and courſe of things, by = 
on 
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ſon of their joynt Intereſts and Relations ; 
they are not vindictive ſtrokes, nor in the 
way of puniſhments, but only their cala- 
mities and mi 'Tis their mixt In- 
rereſts, noe God's Juſtice , which brings 
theſe upon their heads. 

2neft. But when Men have forfeited by 
their own (ins, is not God, who would 0- 
therwiſe (pare, ofr-times moved to exact 
the forfeiture for the ſins of others, who 
will be afflicted, and are intended to be 
puniſhed in their misforrunes. 

Axſ. Yes, and that, 'tis like, may be a 
reaſon, why, when God ſays in the Second 
Commandment, he will pemiſh the fins of Ido- 
latrous Fathers, who are particularly called 
haters of him, on the Children, |ve limits it to 
the third, and fourth generation, For 'tis ve- 
ry poſſible the Parents may live fo lon 
to (ee their Py» | fag (0 be gu 
themſelves, in beholding what their un- 
fortunate Poſterities endure for their ſakes. 
Bur fince in chis caſe, God only takes juſt 
forfeicures, and withholds undue favours, 
and forbearance, when he has great and 
wiſe reaſons; it is no reflexion at all on 
his Juſtice, or other Attributes. 

zeſt, | ſee God doth not miſplace 
puniſhments, by punithing one for ano- 
ther's offences. Burt may he nor ſeem to 
miſproportion them , when he 
mo:nentany ſins with eternal corments ? 
Is that con t with Rules of Juſtice? 
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Arſ. Yes, whatever puniſhments are 
juſtly propoſed, may be juſtly exacted. For 
what a jult, and wile Law-giver denounces, 
a juſt Judge may execute. And if Men 
feel the (mart of it, they can only blame 
themſelves. For why would they deſerve 
it? The puniſhment was denounced to 
the ſin, before they had made them(elves 
guilty of ic. And this denunciation was 
intended to reſtrain them from committing 
it. And if they would, by God's help 
they might have been reſtrained by it. So 
that be their ſuffering hard, or their punith- 
ment what it will, they have none to ac- 
cuſe but themſelves, for having voluntari- 
ly called it down upon their own heads. 

Q=eft. But is it juſt, co propoſe and de 
nounce ſuch heavy puniſhments - 

An. Yes, becauſe there is need of them, 
and Mankind will not be reſtrained by lels. 
For fo ſtrong is the {inful byats and incli- 
nation of our Natures, {0 many and great 
our temptations, and 10 much the advan- 
rage of ſenſible and preſent pleaſures a- 
bove future and unſeen recompences; that 
Men would never forego the pleaſures of 
their {ins on ſmaller Conſiderations. Not 
only the offers of all cemptations, but alſo 
the relucancies of our own Natures are to 
be out-weighed , and the great diſadvan- 
rage of remote and unſeen things is to be 
compenſated, by the immenlity, and eter- 
ral duration of thete puniſhments. S0 
that leſs than theſe, would not Cilcourage 
any 


Of God's Juſtice. 


any numbers in our circumſtances. Nay, 
alas, how few do theſe hinder and diſcou- 
rage, as the general wickedneſs of thoſe, 
who profels to believe them, is a lamenta- 
ble and abundant evidence. 

Dneft, But between (in and mg monk 
as tis uſually faid, there thould be tome 
proportion. Whereas ins, that are ſoon 
at an end, and ſufferings, that have no end, 
bear no proportion. 

Anſ. Since (ins and (ufferings are no ma- 
terial bodily things, they are not capable 
of being proportioned to each other by 
weight, or meaſure, to be weighed out 
equally in Scales, or meaſured by a Rule 
and Line, as Bodies are. Their proportt 
on, 15 not a natural proportion, on account 
of intrinfick weight and ſize; but a moral 
proportion, in reſpe&t of ends and uſes, 
which is to work on Mens wills, and in 
their free choice to ſurmount all impedi- 
ments, and out-weigh all temptations to 
diſobedience. So that to proportion pu- 
niſhments to (ins, is not to equalize them 
in intrinſick weights and meaſures, there 
being nothing in their Natures, which can 
ground ſuch compariſons: but only to 
proportion puniſhments to temptations, ſo 
as to make them out-weigh them in our 
choice and free-wills. And thus eternal 
Amy are proportionate to our of- 
ences 3 that is. they are no more, than are 
neceſſary to make us forego thoſe plea- 
tures, or advantages , which recommend 
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Of God's Faffice. 
them, Nay, alas! with the greater part 
of Men, they cannot do this, who are fo 
bewitched with ſins preſent pleaſures, thar 
they will enjoy them, though for that they 
fall at laſt under theſe eternal torments, 
as we fee by (ad experience. 

Dneft. Since God is thus exatly juſt 
equal in all his ways, it is great Blaſ- 
phemy in any to repreſent him &s tyran- 
nical, or imperious , that doth good, or 
hure, out of meer will or humour, not in re- 
gard to the qualifications of his Creatures? 

Anſ. So it is. Thus, indeed, the Indians 
thought of the Devil: they ors 
And thus all ſuperſtitious Perſons think of 
God, who ſeek to appeaſe him by vile flat- 
reries , {laviſh tremblings, and forced ſub- 
———_ which are ſuited ro ſuch imperi- 
ous and humourſome tempers. Burt the 
true God is molt juſt, and reaſonabk in all 
his ways, requiring to be ſerved only in 
the wiſeſt things, and from willing hearts, 
and ' recompencing by a moſt unbiaſſed 
and exact ſentence. All is higheſt rea- 
ſon and unblemiſbed Juſtice, ing weak 
humour or paſhon, which this Almighty 
Prince doth. 

Queft, God's punitive Juſtice then, is 
nottung like impotent Men's implacable 
revenge, who cannot be at eaſe till their 
anger is ſated with the ſmart of their E- 
nemies? | 

Anſ, No, in no wiſe. He doth not pu- 
riſh to gratitie private paſhons, and re- 

h entments. 
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1 s, it 15 "et wil- 


Government, to ſecure 
Offences. God's Juſtice is a 
; eak Paſſion: and 


well and wiſely done ; noc 
cauſ NE kn ap ecked hech Gn 
e thereb ye wrecked their ſpice 

on hoſe thr yexd hem. | 1 : 
| Beſides ke, in alloniag 
on doth not God alſo 
i juſt, in beſtowing preſenc, 
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i to w events; 4s well 
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this preſent 
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Anſ. Yes, for whither (ball I flee from thy 
preſence? Pla). 139. 7. The eyer of the Lord 
are in every place, beholdirng the evil, and the 
good, Prov. 15.3 He fills heaven and earth, 
{o that 0 man may bide himſelf in ſecret places, 
that > gr not ſee him, Jet, 23. 24. 


the ſenſe of this, as it wil induce us eve- 
ry whete to pray to him, becaule, though 
unſeen, he is every where preſent to hear 
our Prayers; ſo would it be every where 
an eff-Ctual reſtraint , and hinder us from 
venturing on any evil, or misbecoming 
thing. For what Man would preſume to 
do a rude thing, in his Sovereign's pre- 
ſence; or an impertinent and trifling one, 
beſore any wile, and grave Perſons; or 2 
baſe and hithy one, before even a Child, 
or Stranger, and ir.uch more before thoſe, 
whole care tis to rebuke, and puniſh ſuch 
miſdoings 2 So that in a)] Places and Com- 
panies, we thould demean our ſelves with 
decency 2nd modelty, with ſeriouſneſs and 
Z,avity, with circumipection and care, pu- 
rity and integrity , if we bethought our 
{elves that the Great and Holy God ſtands 
looking on, and obſerves all our mv 
Lone, 

©neft, And willit not allo quicken Mens 
c1:;gence in good things, and make thera 
1ctive 1n Þ1s Service ? 

Arl Yes, it would do ſo even with 
eve {:rvants. who put on a great thew cf 
©, and digence in their Meiter's pre- 
'C Aid bites, ut ould incite Men 
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Of God's Fiithfulneſs. 


to a great f in devout Ejaculations, 
and (olemn Addreſſes to Almighty God: 
it being moſt unſeemly to ſtand mute and 
regardleſs before him, without ſuicable ex- 
preſhons of Adoration and Reverence. 
weft. And doth this Omnipreſent God 
(ce even our hearts, and ſecret thoughts ? 

Anſ. Yes, be is acynainted with all our 
ways, he wnderſtands onr theughis afar off, and 
there 15 not a word in our tongue, bat he bnows 
it altogether, Plal. 1 39. 2, 3, 4+ 

net. By this it ſeems, that God knows 
all that is done by us in this World, and 
will be incorruptibly juſt in rewarding all 
that is good, and in puniſhing all that is 
bad, except repentance prevents it ? 

Anſ_ Yes. 


2neſt. What mean you by God 5 Faith- 
/uineſs, another of his Attributes ? 

Anſ. 1 mean two things. Firf, his invio- 
lable performance of his promiſes. Se- 
coxdly, his conſtant adherence to his Friends, 
and faithful Servants. 

2neft. God has made molt Gracious Pro- 
Þ miſes to his Servants, both for this Life, 
nd the next. Will he be inviolably Faith- 
ful, and keep his Word ? 

Anſ. Yes, for he is not as Man that can 
b» overſeen, and afterwards fee his folly, 
and repent of it. He is not as man, that 
te ſhonld repent : hath he ſpoken, and ſhall he 
wt make 1t good ? Num. 23. 19. 


LY 
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O»eft. But when he Promiſes, or makes 
Gracious Invitations, or Declarations to ſin- 
* 1 Tim. _ as he * often doth, doth he deal plain- 
4 y, and mean as he ſays ? 
rag IS "= God forbid we ſhould think other- 
T1 wiſe. For he is eſſential, unmixt Truth, 
25 incapable of all infincere arts and dou- 
ble dealings, as he is of down-right fall- 
hoods. He never falves his Sincerity or 
Faithfulneſs , by ſecret reſerves, or eva- 
ſive interpretations, being abſolutely above 
all need of, or temptation to ſuch unwor- 
thy Artifices. So that whatſoever we have | 
reaſon to believe, or expect from his Ward, : 
1 Lhe and m_ lr. F* 
punually made good. Eſpecially, 
.33. 45 in tf theſe caſes, we have noe only his | 
Word, but alſo his Oath, which the Ae- | 
file calls two ynmatable things, wherein "tis 1m- : [| r 
poſſible for God to le, that 1s, to delude our 
expectations, Heb. 6. 18. And therefore | 
when God calls, and invites Men, to ac- 
cept of his Mercy, and return to him z let 
not any Perlon hrbour the leaſt thought, er 
as if he were not in earneſt, or that his (e- j” 
cret Will doth --ntradit his Word & 
that when he caiis for their return he 
not deſire it, or has {ct ſome im 
Decrees as a bar againſt them, or 


ſtrat that aid which is mn ro 
and without which it is im for 
ever to return to him. , and | 


like, are ungodly and prophane ſuſpi 


which ſtain and blemith the Pore 
a 
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oſolate ſincericy of the moſt true 
nth the faulrs nd falſhoods of wi 
Cn Reins, Se ce 
on, or Reverence, 
whecher God means as he ſays; who yet 
xe ready to reſent it as a great affront, if, 
a their moſt ſerious aſſertions, any Per- 
Ro ane ts Bin oak and quakt- 
mof themſelves? 
weft. And is he as able to make good 
ord, as he is fincere in paſſing 
f? 


I 4s/. Yes, be is the Angie Goo, that 


qr be pleaſes, bet in heaven, and 
” 2s fr in all aw gar. ghee 

as for the Exp 
ques pon this _ —_—_ re- 
them, till it comes to be conſidered 


xr 
when God promiſes, he oft- 
| ay thy _uO—_ 


nor | of time, nor _—_ 
wn lengho it out of his Memory, or 


tange his Purpoſe. He wil AT nks 
{ of his covenant, Plal.111.5, He is the 
blu! God, who keepeth covenant to 4 thew- 

| generations, Deurt. 7. 9. who keepeth trmth 
ig” ever, Pſal. 146. 6, And being ſure of 
xd's Promiſes at laſt, we may well have 
ience in waiting for them: as Abrabew 
d, who received not the Child of promiſe, 
he was very old; and his ſeed _ 
im, 
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O«eft. But when he Promiſes, or makes 
Gracious Invitations, or Declarations to ſin- 
ners, as he * often doth, doth he deal plain- 
ly, and mean as he ſays ? : 

Asſ. God forbid we ſhould think other- 
wiſe. For he is eflential, unmixt Truth, 
2s incapable of all inſincere arts and dou- 
ble dealings, as he is of down-right fall. 
hoods. He never ſalves his Sincerity or 
Faithfulneſs , by ſecret reſerves, or eva- 
ſive interpretations, being abſolutely above 
all need of, or temptation to ſuch unwor- 
thy Artifices. So that whatſoever we have 
reaſon to believe, or expect from his Ward, : 
15 plain Truth, and ſhall be moſt honeſt] 
and puncually made good. Eſpecially, it ; 
25 in f theſe caſes, we have not only his | 
Word, but alſo his Oath, which the 4p» ii 


file calls two mmutable things, wherein "tit im- "Ny; 


eB Ged to lhe, that 4, 10 
tions, Heb. 6. 18. t ore "iy 
when God calls, and invites Men, to ac- - 
cept of his Mercy, and return to him z let Ji 
not any Perſon h-rbour the leaſt thought, Mr 
as if he were not in earneſt, or that his ſe i 
cret Will doth --ntradit his Word, or 
that when he cai!s for their return he doth 
not deſire it, or has {ct ſome im 
Decrees 2s a bar againſt them, or will ſub- | 
ſtra&t that aid which is ro them, | 
and without which ir is im for them | 
ever to return to him. e, and fuch 
like, are ungodly and Foruney ſuſpicions, ih 
I 


which tain and blemiſh the ſpotleſs, and 
abſolute 
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a(olate ſincerity of the moſt true 
with the faults os falſhoods of wi 
nd deceitful Men. And where is Mens 
Reaſon, or Reverence, when they queſtion 
whether God means as he ſays; who yet 
xe ready to reſent it as 2 great affront, if, 
m their moſt ſerious aſſertions, any Per- 
ba ſhall os hr ne oe 26d ek. 
nof themſelves ? 

weft. And is he as able to make good 
ord, as he is fincere in 


f? 
Anſ. Yes, he is the Y” 74 God, that 
| pro be pleaſes, both in heaven, and 
* and in all deey places, Pſal. 
F.. 6. as for the Explication _ 
Memarques npon this Attribute, I 
| them, We Gs 10 be conlined 
| CEE 
t when God promiſes, he oft- 
ere he accompliſhes. 
delays, yet he never for- 
2 ſenwhof op _——_ 
nor time, not 
n either wear it out of his Memory, or 
ange his Purpoſe. He wil pang + per 
of bis covenant, Plal. 111.5, He is the 
thin! God, who heepeth covenant to 4 thew- 
| ad generations, Deut. 7. 9g. who keeperh trmth 
g* aver, Pal. 146. 6. And being ſure of 
Jod's Promiſes at laſt, we may well have 
e in waiting for them: as Abrahew 
W, who received not the Child of promiſe, 
ll he was very old; and his ſeed nr 
im, 


Of God's Faithfulneſs. 
him, who entred not into the promiſed lang, 


- Lill above * 400 Years after God had made 


him the promiſe of ir. 

Qneft, But, if in hopes of his promiled 
rewards, and dread of his juſt puniſhments, 
we ſhould take the pains to be Hely « he 
& Hely, to make him our Friend: is he ne- 
ver inconſtant to his Friends, and are we in 
no danger of loſing him ? 

Anſ. No. 

neſt, One thing we ray be ſure of, 
that he will live as long as we ſhall do, to 
ſtand in need of him. 

Anſ. Yes, for he is Eternal, from ever 
laſting to everlaſting, he is God, Plal. go. 2. 
and when the heavens, and the earth ſhall be 
Changed, he 15 the ſame, and his years ſhall have 
no end, Pla]. 102. 25, 26, 27. 

neſt. And when once he loves, and 
takes complacence in us, will he be con 
ſtant, and not alter his affeion ? 

Anſ, Yes, if we continue to love, and 
(erve him, For he i; the ſame yeſterday, and 
to day, and for evermore, Heb. 1 3.8. with him 
is no variableneſ;, nor (0 much as ſhadow of 


tarning, Jam. 1.17. 
neſt. But what, if, after we are the 


Friends of God, we ihould return to live | 


in {10 ? 

Anſ. Then we ſhould loſe his Love. For 
the conſtancy of his Aﬀection, lies not in 
loving and hating always the ſame Men, 
but in loving and hating always for the 


{ame reaſon. 'Tis an immovable fixednels, 
no! 
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Of God's Wiſdom. 


zot upon the ſame Perſons, but upon the 
ame carriage and qualities. For if the 
wicked, whom God hates, twn from his wick- 
unreſt, be ſhall [mrely live, and net die, And 
if the rightec:'s, wlom God loves, turn from 
ki; righteouſneſs, ard deth according to the ways 
> the wicked, ai! his f-r mer righteouſneſs ſhall 
x forgotten, and in hk. fins, that ke hath {1nce 
ummitted, /| | he aic, Exek. 18. 21, 22, 24. 


Q»eft, Another Attribute above-menti- 
med, is the 3i/dew of God, What mean 
you by God's 7Fi/dom. 

Anſ. Fis mel: abſolute Underſtanding, 
which clearly ſees through all things, and 
knows what means are moſt proper, and 
«hat ſeaſons beſt co move in, to bring a- 
ut every purpoſe, 

Qweſt. Is it one: part of God's Wiſdom, 
to ſet the juſteſt rate and eſtimate on all 
tings, not only clearly apprehending the 
truch , but proportionably valuing the 
worth of them , never magnifying a lit- 
tle, or undervaluing a great and weighty 
matter ? 

Anſ. Yes, to be fond of worthlels things, 
$no property of the Wile, but of Chul- 
J cen and ſimple Perſons; for ſuch only 
we apt to be taken with Toys, and Tri- 
les. Little things may greatly delight, or 
ciſturb lictle Spirits : bur the Great and 
All-wiſe God, 1s moſt Wife and Great in 
1] his reſentments, never ſetting more by 
any things, than is really in them, or valu- 
ng 
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ing them without, or beyond juſt cauſe, 
as all ill —_ he hates, 0 all empty ones 
joning all his reſent. 
hat they - _—— 

jects, that may Ways WI 
worthy of himſelf And therefore no Men 
muſt ever fancy to God, or fear to 
loſe him, by ſuch Lie chings, and trivial 


indifferencies, as have little or nothing in 
them, but are below the reſentment c 


* oy Fes fall ndifern matter, 


S - fit to bear great reſentment, & 


ther on one fide, or other, | So that fre- 
our ſelves 


certan 


quent Hoy or 5 
_ Holy Water, or V; 


Shrines, or on ſome ers Ayr 
bits , or empty and uncommanded 
Ceremonies, are no more fit to gain the 
good preſence , and proteRion of God; 
n the fight of a carplice a Poſture, 2 
Place, or other unforbidden Ceremony 
are to forfeit and drive them from us 
Anſ Very right z but what doth either 
the one , or the other, muſt always be 
things of weight and moment. In part 
cular, his own Laws, which are all about 
the moſt important matters, contain the 
ns he So that we gain, and pleaſe 
him, by obedience; and offend, and loſe 
him, = diſobeying. And therefore no 
Men muſt build on uncommande. ablt:- 
nencies or ſeverities , or on any affected 


ſingularities 3 nor, in general, mult vc "_ 
{ce 
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ſeek the favour, or ſhun the diſpleaſure of 
Almighty God, by arbi fancies and in- 
yentions of our own, but always according 
I to what is written. 

Qezeft. If this All-wiſe God ſees t 
all chings, he perfetly underſtands our Na- 
tures ? 

A. Yes, he made our hearts, and all 
our faculties, and ſo thorowly underſtands 
Y tem, ſeeing clearly into all cheir crurnings 
nd windings, tempers and inclinations, 
Yn wha ai weil ffoctualy refratn, and 
what again w 
CY Cn TEES cone ing 
veſ, Can te W 1ar every 

will work upon us, he can foreſee the iſſue 
nd effect of all means and methods ; and, 
| cular , what force Preaching, Per- 


» or other means of Grace, 
vill have upon Mankind at large, and what 
vpon all particular Men, of every genius, 
ntereſt, and temptation ? 
Anſ. Yes, he knew aſſuredly that Pher cb 
Þ yenld not let the Iſraelites go, NO not for all bi; 
Magner, Exod. 3.19. And that the elders of 
TY ſfrael, would hearken to the weice of Moſes, 
may 18. Aon one. G4 = —_ 
repented at the fig Chriſt : great, 
«/ works, Matth. 11. 21. And this 
muſt in us the greateſt Opinion, and 
| Reverence for all God's Ordinances. So 
| that no Perſons muſt ever ask, as ſome 
| prophanely do, what good it doth to $9 
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ſo oft to Prayers; or (ay they can benefit 
as much by reading at home, when they 
are called upon to go to Church, and hear 
a Sermon; or flightfully negle<, or under- 
value any other means of God's appointing. 
Since God has preſcribed Prayers, and Sa- 
craments, and Preaching, and the Authori- 
[pfoa Spiritual Guides, and the Unity of the 

wurch, &c. as perpetual, and powerful 


means of Faith and good Life z who ſhall 


dare to accuſe any of them of weaknels,or 
unfinefs ; and pretend better to underſtand 
their ethcacy, than he that underſtands all 
things; or put down his, and fet up their 
own Wiſdom, by neglecting the old, and 
beating out new ways for themſelves? 
2neft, Doth God allo lee the belt times, 
and the fitteſt ſeaſons for every purpole ? 
Anſ. Yes, lo exactly, as never in the 
lea(t degree either to precipitate any bult 
neſs, or ſtay ſo long, till the fitteſt minute 
for it has over-paſſed him. And chis mult 
reach us never to think any Metrcies too 
long delaied, or any Afﬀictions from his 
hand too faſt haſtned. Though in caſe of 
good delired, the preſent generally ſeems 


beſt to Fleſh and Blood; yet in truth Gods : 


own time is always fitteſt. So that whe- 
ther any things ſent by him, come too ſoon, 
or too {low, 1n reſpect of our wiſhes. they 
come juſt when they ſhould , neither roo 
early, nor too late, in reſpect of exactneſs 
of ſeaſon, and uſefulneſs. 


Qrelt 
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Deſt. If the Character of the Great 
God, be to be ſo Holy, and Juſt, and True, 
and Faithful, and Good, and Patient, &c. 
as you have thewed, then no Man, who 
confiders what he ſays, can realonably pre- 
tend to love God, if he loves not theſe 
ExCEllEnCies ? 

Anſ. Very night. He can only have a 
blind love, as one that 1s fond of he knows 
not what : Or a miſtaken love, as one that 
fancies God to be what he is not. But 
he has no intelligent, rational love of God, 
unleſs he love thole excellencies, that make 
up the Godhead. And it Men would 
worthily love theſe in God, they mult ſeek 
to attain, and tranſcribe tlxeny out in them- 
(clves too. 

Queſt. At this rate no ungod!y evil Man, 
who 15 an enemy of theſe Divine Tempers, 
can love God. 

Arſ. Noz they may love {ome things 
in God, when taken atunder : as his Wit- 
dom, whic!' will move their admiration ; 
or his Power, whilſt he employs it for them, 
or his Goodne's, fo long as they feel its 
bountiful effects. Bur, if they Griouſly 
conſtder , they cannot love the Godhead, 
where all chete properties are put toge: 
ther. For therein ts an Hons, thar 1s 


treconciieable to ther ts an! 4 Juitice, 
that will be inex-Orallle in punith ng them s 
a Fairhfuln {tht wi execute Ti eimnmys, 
as wel os [ain omits; a1 11 Almohey 
Power, 0-2 enoyey in 1iemnmly tor- 


! 
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menting thoſe that offend , as well as in 
Erernally rewarding all that truly ſerve 
him. And a God of this Character, is all 
terrour unto them. If they conf(iderately 
view him, they may ſoon ſee enough to 
make againſt them, which will keep them 
from being truly in love with, or deſirous 
of him. No Man can freely, and intelli- 
gently be in love with God, but he that 
1s, or defires to be like him: and accord- 
ngly in Scriptare, the /ove of Ged doth ordi- 
narily inclade obedience to him, 


Dneft: If theſe excellencies make up 
God's Character, then when any Perſons 
by his Grace have once attained them, 
they are like God, and partakers of the Di- 
mine Natwre, 


Anſ. Yes, bis Image conliſts in righteenſ- 


neſs, and trae helineſs, Eph. 4. 24. S0 that 
whoſoever are endowed with theſe, are 
rruly good, and Godlike Perſons. 


— 
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The Contents. 


God preſerve: all things he hath made, And 
governs them, He obſerves all owr atti- 
ons. And all our temptationt, He diſpoſcs 
of all good events, For he gives tht fruits 
of the Earth. And Children, And ſucceſs 
is buſineſs, How this ſhould influence us in 
any enterprize, ſhown in ſundry particulars. 
He gives promotion, And the favour of Mew, 
And life and health to enjoy all other Bleſ- 
ſongs, And all Spiritual Mercier, He diſ- 
poſes alſo of il events, As death of Friends. 
Unfortunate accidents, that affiifÞ us in onr 
Bodies, or Goods, Creſſes, and obſtruttions, 
in owr de{gns and buſineſi, Suffering: from 
il Men, How God flints, and governs theſe. 
No excnſe of their wnjuſt violence, to ſu» 
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they are God's Inſtruments, ard follew Provi- 

dence. He ſenas alſo miſcarriages of State, 
- and Government: and preſiaes in the moſt 
tum ultuary, ant diſtreſſed times, In theſe, 
ftil have. Faith in Providence, But God 
muſk not be called the Author, © ſenger of 
thoſe evils, which we bring down wpon our 
felve;, by our own faults, or follics, 


Queftion. OU have already ſhowed 
whar we are to believe of 
the Being, and Atrributes of God. But ano- 
ther thing to be known of him, you ſaid, 
t5 is Providence, What mean you by 
chat 

Ar. His Preſerving, and Governing us, 
and all things which he hath mace. 

Oneſt, Doth God prelierve all that he 
hath made ? 

Anſ. Yes, both in their Beings, and in 
their Powers and Perfeftions. He preſer- 
veth man, and beaſt, Pia.m 36. 6. He gives to 
all their life, and breath, ard all things * for tn 
him we live, move, ard have car beirg, Acts 
17. 25, 28. In particular, he preſerves 
Men 1n their Perſons, and Faculties. So 
that no Man loſes, either his Memory, or 
Underſtanding, or the uſe of any of Is 
Senſes. or any other bovily Powers and 
Perfections, but only when, and lo far as 
God orders, or permits. And this mvft 
teach a!! Perſons, under any apprehenſ1on 
of diminution, or lols of their Senles, 0! 
Intellec&tuals, or othe: Powers and Perfect:- 

ons. 
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ons,. not to diſtrat and afflict their hearts, 
by fearing and fancying the wor?. For 
God that gave theſe Powers, is (til! c:x con- 
tinuer and preſerver of them, anc. {is ve- 
ry hard if he inay not be truft-! wich 
/ Pang Let us cominit them cheerfully to 
him, and he will eicher continue the ule of 
them , or ſupply the defect, ard repair the 
detriment, that thail come by their loſs, or 
diminution. 

Left, Muſt it not teach us the ſame, in 
all proſpects of dangerous, or tormenting 
diſtempers to0 ? 

Anſ. Yes, for he is the preſerver of our 
health, and ſtrength, as wel as other facul- 
ties. And therefore when any Perlons 
are entring under any bodily Pains, or Diſ- 
eaſes, let them ende ivcur to bear the pre- 
ſent burden with patience. Bur not make 
ic heavier, by painſul anticipations of fu- 
curities; fancying what they thall do, it 
their Diſtemper grows up tr the greateſt 
extremities; or, if ſome other col Di- 
ſtemper, thoauld at the (aine time incapa- 
citate, and deprive them of thote helps, 
which yield them thcir preate(t eale and 
(upport under this ; or, if their Pain and 
Sickneſs be prolonged to ſacl: a diſtance, 
as will ouclaſt borh their {trength, and pa- 
tience. For if God is their preſcrver, is 
not the timing, and (tinun of 2ll theſe in 
his hands? x # will not he order ail, in 
compaſſionate proportion to our ſtrengti! 
and r.eceſſities, and che ſupplies of his 
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own Grace? Beſides, 'tis great folly, as 
_ = diſtruſt, ro —__ cm 

res, by ipitate fears, and tormenting 
fancies. When all the while, God's Pro- 
a may prove as 7 as ry = 
choly imagination 15 cruel, an erve 
all that by a tender care, which we throw 
away in an over-haſty fear, by fancying 
to our ſelves very dreadful fururities,where- 
with he never intends to try us. 

Q»eft, Doth God alſo govern all, that 
he hath made? 

Anſ. Yes. 

Lreft. Wherein is that ſhown ? 

Anſ, In two things. Firff, In obſervin 
all ations, Secondly, In ordering, and dil- 
poſing all events. 

Dneft. Doth God obſerve all our aci- 
Ons ? 

Anſ. Yes, for the eyes of the Lord are in 
every place, beholding beth the evil, and the good, 
Prov. 15. 3. And this ſhould ingage us in 
every thing to keep Innocency, and a clear 
Conſcience, {ince he ſtands always look- 
ing on, to fee how we acquit our 
ſelves. 

Qweſt, The belicf of this preſent Pro- 
vicence, in obſerving all actions, 1s ne- 
ceſlary to all expectation of future recom- 


pences. 

Avſ. Very right. Fer if here God takes no 
cognizance,he can afterwards make no retry 
Iutions,not knowing what Men have done, 
{cr ]jmto rewa:d, or puniſh. And __ 
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fore, as to Religion, it is all one to deny 
the Being of a God, as to deny his Provi- 
dence ; and Epicarean:, in this reſpect, are as 
bad as Atheifts. 

Left, As God is moſt watchful in ob- 
ſerving all our ations, is he not equally 
ſo, in marking all our triais and tempta- 
nons ? 

Axſ. Yes, he not only ſees, but ſends, 
and ſets bounds to them, and pr 10ns 
anſwerable ſuccours, to prevent cheir pre- 
vailing over us. God i: faithful, who wil 
not ſuffer us to be tempted above what we are 
able, but will, with the temptation, make 4 
way to eſcape what is over-hard, that we may 
be able to bear the reſt of it, 1 Cor. 10. 13. 
And therefore whenſoever we fall uzder 
any great trials, or fear them, we mu{t 
nether truſt to our own ſtrength without 
God, nor deſpair of conquering them by 
his help. But ſeeking to him with earnelt 
Prayers, and watching againſt the rempta- 
non with much heedfulneſs, have Faith in 
his Spirit and Providence, afſuredly belic- 
ving, that he will either put by and break 
ts (tr , Or increaſe ours. 

re . And doth God order, and diſpoſe 
of all events? 

Anſ. Yes, even thoſe that befal the 
meaneſt Creatures. For not « Sparrow Fills 
to the ground, withent our heavenly Father, 
Matth. 10. 29. Butelpecially thoſe, which 
befal Men, for whom his care extends to 
things ſo minute, that even rhe hairs of their 
N 4 bead 
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head are all numbred, verſe 3v. He ſends 
all the good, and evil, that happens to us 
in this World; ſo that we meet him 
at all turns, and muſt diſcern his Hand 
in all that happens. 

Dneft. Doth God order for us all the 
goud events we meet with ? 

Anf, Yes, both all thoſe, which come 
upon us by accident; for though they are 
-Ccidents, and unexpected things ro us, 
they are Providences and deligned favours 
in God; and likewiſe all which come by 
our own care aad pairs , ſince when we 
labour and contrive for any thing, 't1s hi 
Blefling that gives (uccels to us. 

veſt. \Wiit mult cl;is teach us - 

As{. Both to be thankful to him for e- 
very good thing, whilit we have them; 
and to live upon Providence,when we Wart 
ther; conlidering, that God has the Gift 
and Donation of all choſe things, which 
we need, and that he has taken the care of 
ui, and wi:l beſtow them when they are 
ft for us. This dependance upon God, or 
living upon Providence, is the conſtant 
Character of Religious Men in the Scr:- 
P!nvers, Arraham, and Iſaac, and facch, and 
o/c, and all other Holy Men uw a!l tunes, 


/ : 


always attributed all the good they 1n- 
1yed. to) God, and truſted in him for the 
lupply of 21] they wanted. And this Life 
of Fait'!, or confidence in him, 1s the great 
mark of their Religion. The juſt ſhall live 
or be ſuſtained by Fxi:h, that is, in Gods 

Care, 
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care, and kindneſs, and eſpecial promiles, 
Habah, 2. 4. 

Deſt. I; it God, whio gives us all the 
Fruits of the Earth, and plentiful Seaſons ? 

An. YES, be vifueth the earth , and Was 
tereth it, be maketh it ſoft with ſhowres , 
and blefſeth the ſpringing thereof, He crowns 
the year with his goodneſs, and his paths drop 
farneſs, Plalm 65. 9, 10, 11. He casſeth the 
graſs to grow for the cattel, and herb ſor the 
ſervice of man: that he may bring forth food out 
of the earth, and wine that maket! glad the 
heart of man, and oz! to make him a cheerful 
conntenance, and bread te flrengtken mans 
zeart, Plalm 104. 14, 15. 

eſt. What muſt this teacl1 us? 

Anſ. Before the Fruits of the Earth are 
grown up, it muſt make us Till the Ground, 
and Plow in hope that God will give a 
Bleſſing co ir. Nay, in a hard Seed-time, 
or diſcouraging Seaſon, or under any leem- 
ingly approaching (carcity , it mult quiet 
the O's on Sour heart, and the hearts of 
all ochers, with cruſt in God's Providence, 
who can open his Hand, and puſh on what 
he had kept back when he pleaſes, and 
rroportion his ſapplies to our neceſſities. 
The eyes of all, (aith the Pſalmif, muſt wair 
upon God, for be gizes them their meat, and 
that in due ſeaſon, He opens his hand, and (4- 
tifieth the deſire of every living thing, Plalm 
145.15, 16, 

Qveft. And what muſt ic teach us, after 
v.ehave rcaped them - 

An. 
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Anſ. With cheerful, and thankful hearts, 
to give, not only the Prieſt his juſt due, 
but likewiſe the Poor, who is another of 
God's receivers, his portion. Which is 
moſt neceſſary , not only to expreſs our 
thanks to God, who hath ſent us all theſe 
Fruits, but alſo to increaſe our own ſtore, 
and bring down God's Bleſſmg upon our 
Fields, which will multiply the Seed ſown, 
2nd bring in mere. This , Solomon lays, 
will be the effect of giving to the Poor. 
There is that ſcattereth, and yet mereaſeth : 
the liberal ſoul ſhall be made fat, and he that 
watereth, ſhall be watered alſe himſelf, Prov. 
11. 24, 25. And the (ame increaſe we 
inay hope to reap from paying the Prief 
all his juſt dues alſo. Honewr the Lord with 
thy ſubſtance, and with the firft-ſraits of all 
thine increaſe : ſo ſhall thy barns be filled with 
plenty, and thy preſſer ſhall burſt ont with new 
wine : that is, God will give thee for this, 
both a plentiful Harveſt, and a rich Vin- 
cage, Prov, 3.9, 10. 

neſt. Indeed, if God's Bleſſing maketh 
Rich, 'tis obvious to infer, that being juſt 
to the Prieſt, and charitable to the 
who are both under God's eſpecial care, 
is like to gain him, and ſo is the trueſt way 
of thriving ? 

Anſ. Yes, he that thinks Providence 
gives the increaſe, will readily believe it; 
and he who tries, if he is not wanting to 
it on other accounts, will experimentally 


hind, that t141S 1S not the way to _ 
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but to increaſe an eſtate. This, Az4riab the 
chief Prieft told King Hezekiah, was the cauſe 
of that ſurpluſage of plenty , which God 
beſtowed upon the Jews, 2 31. The 
King had commanded al ws pay 
= all cheir Tythes and whi 
fraudulently withheld, :# the Prieft: 
and Levites, for their incomragement in the 
Lew of the Lord: beginning the ce with 
his own example, paying all his dues to 
the Church, ver/e 3, 4. And as ſoon as this 
c t came abroad, the people brought 
n all their Tythes and Oblations, as they 
fell due is abwndexce, the firft-fruits of corn, 
of wine, and ol, and hony, and all the increaſe 
of the field, the tythe of oxen, and ſheep, and 
the tythe of holy things which were conſecrated 
wnte the Lord their God, the tythe of all things 
brought they in abundantly, and laid them beaps 
by beaps, verſe 5, 6. And when any +) — (na 
the Princes, came and (aw the beaps, - 
eh underſtood the vaſt increaſe the Peo- 
ple had received, which yielded ſuch abun- 
dance of Dues to the Prieſts, be bleſſed God 
for it, and arched Azariah concerning the 
cauſe of this mighty ſurpluſage, ver/e 8, 9. 
And Arzariah the chief Prieft anſwered him, 
and ſaid, Since the people began to bring the of- 
ferings into the bonſe of the Lord, we have had 
enongh to eat, and have leſt plenty : for the Lord 
hath bleſſed his people, and that which i left, 
1, this great fBere, That 15, ſince out of 
their Fruits, which are the Gift of God, 
ley bave faithfully paid their Dues to Ons, 
Cc 
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he has (o increaſed their ſtore, that our 
ſhare comes to ſo much we know not how 
to diſpoſe of it , but have left all theſe 
heaps thou ſeeſt, after we, and our Fami- 
lies, have eaten, and ate fatisfhed, verſe 
I ©. 

Queſt. I (ee it teaches us, both in Duty, 
and prudence, to give willingly, and cheer- 
fully,the Poors Dole, and the Prieſts Dues: 
but doth) it not alſo teach us how to injoy, 
and (pend the reſt, which remains co our 
(elves? 

Anſ. Yes, for coming from the free 
Bounty of God, we mult injoy it with a 
thankful and cheerful heart. nur with mur- 
muring, envy, or diſcontent, like Men 
that are proner to ſpy faults than to own 
favours, and are never pleaſed. Belides, 
ſince it is God's giſt, we muſt rake care 
that God be honoured by it, and never 
dihonour him , or abuſe our (elves, by 
{pending it upon vice, or vanity, but own 
Is Gift in a temperate, and ſober uſe of it. 
Yea, I add, in a charitable uſe too. For 
theſe Fruits God gives to us, not as Pro- 
Prieto! Sy but * Stewards, to diltribute abroad 
to the neceſſities of others, after we have 
ſerved our (elves. So that not only tem- 
perance and thankful hearts, but Alms and 
Charity alſo, are neceſlary to hallow our 
enjoyments. Give alms of ſuch things, as you 
have, and beh:ld all things ave clean wnto you, 
Luke 11.41. 


Opef. 
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Beef. Is it God alſo that gives us Ckil- 
&en ? 

Axſ. Yes, Children, or the Frait of the 
Womb, are 4 reward, and beritage, that cometh 
of the Lord : that is, he dipoles of them to 
whom he pleaſes, as a Parent doth of his 
Eſtate, Pſalm 127. 3. And therefore, as 
we muſt reſt ſatisfied whilſt we have none, 
becauſe it is God that withholds them : fo 
muſt we truſt in God when we have ma- 
ny of them. believing, that, ſince, as our 


Saviour faith, * the life 1; more than meat, * Marth. 


he that ſent Mouths will (end Meats 
that, as they were at firſt his Gift, they will 
re ſtill his Care; and that he, who pro- 
vides for the Ravens, Will much more pro- 
vide for them, Lute 12. 24. 

neſt, Is it the 1ame Providence of God, 
that makes us thrive in cur Trades, and 
pives a preſperons ſucceſs tO Us in any buſs- 
neſs ? 

Anſ. Yes, the horſe is provided againſt the 
day if Battel, but ſafety ir of the Lore, Prov. 
21, 3I, Though 4 mani heart deviſeth bis 
»47, that 15, Men hammer out a project, 
yet the Lerd direteth his ſteps, that 1s, God 
determines the event, and orders fuch an 
flue, a, he never intended, Prov. 
16.9. Men may contrive, and purtue me- 


thods; but God ſtill muſt give events. 7he 
way of man is not in himſelf, it is net in man that 
walkr to dirclt bis own fleps, that is, to tix and 
cetc:mine them on any fhnal iſlues, fer. 
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Quzeft. Muſt not this teach us, whenſo- 
ever we begin any buſineſs, or (et upon a- 
ny attempts, to recommend them firſt ro 

od, by Prayers or Pieus Ejaculations, and 
to place our chiefeſt contidence m his Bleſ- 

? 


Anſ. Yes, In all thy ways acknowledge him, 
and be ſhall direft thy paths, Prov. 3. 6. com- 
mit thy works wnto the Lord, and thy thownhts 
ſhalt be eftabliſhed, that is, thall cake effect, 
Prev. 16. 3. And I think there is little que- 
ſtion to be made, but chat Men miſcarry 
far oftner, than otherwiſe they would, in 
their deſigns and buſineſs, becauſe the 
truſt coo much to their own care, and $kill, 
and human aids, and ſeek no more to God, 
ro ingage the furtherance of his good Pro- 
vidence. 

Queft Muſt Men ſeek thus to God, e- 
ven in things wherein they are beſt skilled 
themſelves, and when they are confident 
they take the ſureſt methods ? 

Anſ. Yes, for the (ureſt means without 
a good Providence, will not ſecure the if- 
ſues. The race, as Solomon obſerved, is not 
alway: to the ſwift, nor the battel to the ſtrong, 
nor favor. to men of chill, Ecclel. 9. 11. '% 
_ when JO are in the _ on 
moſt probable preparat ve 
ſti] ro look up to God, muſt conſum- 
mate all by his aſſiſtance. Traft in the lod 
with all thine heart, and lean not to thine own 
wnderſt anding. In all thy ways acknowledge him, 
and he ſhall aireft thy paths, PiOv. 3: 5, 6: 
There 
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Of God's Providence. 
There is very much indeed, lies 1 wile 
management, every parpoſe, as Solomon (ays, 
being ef«bliſbed by comnſel, Prov. 20. 18. But 
when wiſe managers a Religious de- 
pendance, and truſt in God too, that is the 
way to aſſure the event. He that handles 4 
matter wiſely, ſhall find goed : but if, toge- 
ther with that, he rr»ft i» che Lord more than 
_ skill, hap © he, es. 16. _ 
*eft, But if the event depends on 

God, till we ſee what way he will take, 
we cannot be ſure of ic. And muſt not 
_ oe to be too Pe = 
m in theſe expectations, promile 
the delired iſſue co our ſelves, ſtill with 
this reſerve, if God (ees it fit for us? 

Anſ. Yes, for man's goings are of the Lerd, 
how Can 4 man then underſtand bis own way: 
that is, foreſee the event of it, ſince God 
oftentimes over-rules their motions, to ends 
far diſtant from their thoughts, Prov. 20. 
24. And this, as it will keep us from be- 
ing too confhdene of gaining any good 
things, will preſerve us alſo from deſpond- 
ing under the apparent Canger of any bad 
ones: {ince, when they are neareſt to us, 
God can turn them cf by a thouſand ways, 
nay, make them ſerve as means to accom- 
pliſh our advantage. 

weſt. Since he is to give the end of all 
actions, may we not ſafely truſt him with 
that, and do what we ought to do, though 
thereby we foreſee danger of diſpleafing o- 
tiers,or of prejudicing our worldly O_ : 
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Anſ. Yes, we muſt be careful ro do our 
duty, that is our part: and truſt him with 
events, for that is his. God oft ſurprizes 
us with iſſues; ſo that a Man cannot fore- 
ſee the end of his own way, which fre- 

vently will be better chan he ex If. 
And nd this in the moſt perillous anc threat- 
ning times, ſhould teach all Men to be 
more thoughtful, and concerned for the 
exact doing of their duty, than for eſca- 
ping the croſs, which may ſeem to accom- 
pany it For if then they can be (o happy, 
as to conſider wiſely, and perform what 
they ought, they may leave Providence to 
give it a good effect, and take care they be 
no loſers by it. 

Qzeft. And ſince we can bring no bull- 
neſs about, but by God's Bleſſing, muſt 
not this teach us never to ſeek to gain our 
end by any (in ? 

Anſ. Moſt certainly, for that is the way 
to offend God, and move him, not to blels, 
but to blaſt our delign. If we hope to 
ſuccede, as I have oblerved from Solomoy, 
we muff commit our work to kim, and that can 
be only in well doing: we muſt achnow- 
ledge him, and then not leek help from any 
im, ſince that were to renounce him. Le 
thine eJes look ſtraight on, lo as to aim only 


at juſt ends, and ponder the way of thy feet, - 


ſo as to take none but lawful methods, and 
then thy paths ſhall be eftabliſhed, Prov. 4- 
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Queſt. And the ſame you will ſay of 
driving Trade, by falſe Weights and Mea- 
(ures, or by belying Wares, or ſetting ex- 
acting Prices, or otherwiſe uling indi- 
rect Arts. or deceitful Speeches and Pre- 
ences ? 

Anſ. Yes, tor all theſe in God's Eyes 
Te an abomination, and (0 cannever bring 
down, but may well ſtopa Blefſing. Which 
every Man ought terivuſly to contider, who 
believes a good Trade to be of Gods 
ſending. 

DBneſt, If weare to have all the good 
eft- of our pains, and projects, from God, 
we mult have ir at his time. And ought 
we not to think his the belt Seaton ? 

Arnſ. Yes, he ſees what opportunities 
are fitteſt, and brings about a good event 
with moſt advantage , to choſe that wait 
his time, and trult him with it : as he did 
tO foſeph, the rule over his brethren ;, and to 
David, the priſrſſion of the tingaom, I the 
Lord will haſten it in its time, liaiah 60. 2:2. 
He will aviſe, and have mercy wpon Sion, whes: 
the time of fawomr, yea, the ſet time 1s come, 
Plal. 1-2. 13. And this mult teach al) 
Men, in any hopes, or purſuits of good, 
never to be too haſty, or, by any indirect 
or evil ways of their own, to take the mar- 
ter out of God's hand , but patiently to 
wait his time, and ſtay till he fees fit to 
fult! cheir expectation. He thas believeth, 
will 21 mate hate, [(aiah 23. 16. 
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Qneſt, But when Providence is flow in 
bringing longing celires to pals, and lays 
fair opportunities in their way , may not 
Men turn afide a little tro anticipate, and 
prevent God's orderings ? 

Anſ. No, for that is to take the matter out 
of God's hand, where it mult needs ſucceed 


to beſt advantage, and theteby endanger, 


both the loſs of God's favour, and all the 
concurrent Mercies depending on thole me- 
thods, whereby in his own tine he has ce- 
termined to promote, or fave us. feoſeph, 
when the keeper of the priſon had * put the 
keys into his hand, might very probably 
have made his own eſcape. Burt had he 
impatiently catched at that opportunity be- 
fore God's time, he had not been preferred, 
as he was when God delivered lum. And 
Iis Father /ac64, when he would haſtily 
t ſnatch the promiſed birth-ric/: by a falſhood, 
underwent therefore great hazards , and 2 
long banithment 3 al! which would proba- 
bly have been ſaved, had he patiently ſtay: 
ed, til] God's Witcom had found a wa) 
for 17. 

Lueſt, If God mult thus give luccels to 
all means, then no deſign can toke eftect. 
though never ſo wiſely laid, or powerfully 
backed, if it crofles the det1gns of his ÞPrc- 
VIGENCE - 

A»r/. No; neither ſuch, as 2re manage. 
'y the deepeſt Counlel and Advice; for 
"IOC 114 Mc wi/aom, n6r Cour (e!, wir nnde' Fara 


e 1941ft 1! Terd, Prov.21. ;-. Not tuch. 
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235 are puihed on by the moſt violent, and 
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* powerful force. For though the horſe is * Pal. 66. 


provided againſt the day of battel, yet ſafety 1; 
from the Lord, verle 31. And thetefore ler 
Men always take care wilely to fix their 
hearts, and hopes on ſuch things, as they 
have reaſon to believe God will ſupport, 
and then be confident , that, though to 
try their Faith and Patience, he may (uf- 
fer them to be endangered, or diſtreſſed 
for a while, as he ſuffered 7oſeph to be im- 
priltoned, and David to be perſecuted, and 
the Church in the * Revelations to be obſcu- 
red and driven [rom places of habitation and 
relort inte the wilderneſs, yer at laſt he will 
vitibly ſtand by the things he doth eſpoule, 
and make them prove toe hard for the 
moſt Politick, or Puiſſant adverlaries. 
Dnef. If no work can take effect without 
God, tiienno work of our Enemies. And 
may not this comfort us to think, that whiltt 
he deligns we!l for us, no contrivance, Or 
power, of Men, or Devils, can harm us ? 
Arſ. Ie may moſt juſtly. As it did ho- 
ly David, who when his Enemies deviſed ro 
take away hi; liſe, made this his ſupport, that 
 hatever they contrived, his times were in 
God's hand, Pal. 31. 13,15. Tis, (ays 1/ai- 
al, ir the heritage if Gods ſeryantr, no wea- 
pon ſhall proſper, tha i; formed againſt them 
and every tongue, that ſhall implead them in 
jragme=t , ſhall they condemn , Laiah 54. 17. 
yo that no craft, or cruelty can Ce{troy, 
whillt God is minded to preterve us. 


2 Dneft. 
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Qreft. | perceive we muſt acknowledge 
God, the Donor of fuccels to every work, 
or deſign: but is it he alſo that gives pro- 
motion ? 

Arſ. Yes, beth ricker, and Imnour come f 
tim, in lic hand ir power ard might, anain hing 
it ic to make preat, ard to give ſrength 19 all, 
1 Chron. 29. 1 . Prometion cometly neither 
from the caſt, nor 'rom the weſt, ri» rom the 


ſonth, But Goa 1s the judge ; he PR? « 4own one 


and ſetteth wp another , Plal. 75. 6, -. And 
therefore no Man mult ever leck to exale 
himſelf by any ſinful, or indirect means, 
a5 vile flatreries, and (inful compliances, and 
ſerving wicked turns, and undermining c- 
thers, and the like. For if promotion is 
not wholly in the will of {1inſul Man, bur 
depends on the over-ruling Providence of 
God , theſe certainly arg nut the way to 
make an interelt. 

Lueft, \\ hen a Man is a riting then, I 
Perceive it is in no wile life to (tep afide, 
or take up the leaſt (in, tough it teem to 
lie in the ready way to make his fortune ? 

Anſ. No; when all is done, prudent 1n- 
ceprity 15 the beſt counſeller, and the (ureſt 
way to maintain a preſent (tation, or ad- 
vance higher, or to have a good ſupport, 
and ſuch a kind Providence, as will make 
amends, when thereby we miſs of either. 
He that walketh wprightly, walketh ſurely, (auth 
Solomon, Prov. IO. 9. The mtegrity of the 
»rielt, (ays he again, ſhall guide, ard dirett 
them : yea, 1n any dangers, is /Axll deliter 
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them, But if by wicked craft, and ungoc- 
ly policy, Men (hall chuſe todo ill to ſerve 
a2 un, the perverſencſs of ſuch tranſereſſors 
ſhall deflroy them : And inſtead of being (a- 
ved, or advanced, they /hall fall by their own 
wickedneſs, and be ren in their own waughti- 
neſs, Prov. 11. 3 F, 6 . Whillt panty el 
neſs keeps him that is upright in the = by 
God's uſual and juſt * gment, wic [ears 

everthrows the ſinr er, Prov. 13. 6. 

+ Since God gives promotion, is 
not this enough to make all Men contented 
and ſatisfied , when they reſt in a lower 
ſtate, and ſee others exalted? 

Anſ. Yes, becauſe their lower ſtate is 
what God allots, who can eaſily exalt 
them, if he ſees it convenient for his own 
Glory, and their good, againſt which, uo 
wiſe Perſon would deſire it. And it is 
not only the higheſt duty, but the trueſt 
intereſt of all Men, to let God chuſe for 
them every eſtate ; becauſe he alone knows 
perfectly all the troubles and temptations 
of it, and their fitneſs for it. He unde:r- 
ſtands us all far better, than the wiſeit of 
us underſtand our (elves : and therefo;e ſt 
ſees what condition is pau for us. Be- 
ſides , if he give us leſs here, the Cay of 
Judgment al make up all the ſeemingly 
unequal diſtributions of this World , to 
that we may hope for the more hereafter. 
Lazarw, though a very good Man, waz 
extreme poor, and full of ſores, and in thus 
Word received his evil things, But his 
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more than ordinary wants in this preſent /ife, 
were abundantly made up by the ſurplu- 
ſage of blils in Abraham s boſom, Luke 16. 
20, 21, 22,25. And when Perſons of e- 
qual goodnels, have not equal encourage - 
ments of Providence allotted them in this 
life, they have the more in reverſion, and 
greater things to expect afterwards. 

Qnef. Doth God alſo give all that fa 
vour, we find in the Eyes of Men ? 

Anſ. Yes, the Lord gave foſeph favonr 1» 
tre ſight of rhe keeper of the priſon, Gen. 39. 
21. and garve him favour in "he Fee of Pha- 
raoh, Att. 7 . 10. and Iſrae! favenr 17 the fight 
of rye Eeypri ani, _. 3.24. and Daniel fa- 
wour, and tender love, with the prince of the 
Funxchs, Dan. 1. 9. The $kill, and g00d- 
neſs, of ſome excellent and uſeful Perſons, 
may deſerve to be favoured: but fawar :; 
not always to men of (ul, but only where 
God bends the hearts of Men, and be- 
ſtows it, Fccleſ. 9. 11, All the favour, 
which any Men ſhew us, 1s our good God's, 
who conveys it to us through their hearts, 
and hands. 

Lneſt, When we come to them for any 
favours, is it God that he! ps us to addrels 
with moving Speech, ana with clear and 
paruone Reaſon, and Arguments ; 

. Yes, and inclines them roo to hea:- 
"Tg © it, and retu:n us loft, and gracious 
Aniwers. AS the preparation of the heart, 
in him tat Eads and Craves favour; () 
ts avri/acr ; the tongue, 111 bn that grants 
Ie 
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1807, from the Lord, Prov. 16.1. And there- 
fore in all our (uits, and dependances on 
Men, we mult firſt (eek to, and place our 
truſt in God. For if our ſuit pleaſe him, 
he will help us fo to deliver our requelts, 
and to prefer them at tuch times, that they 
ſhall be ſure to receive, and be pleaſed with 
them too. 

Qneft. And will they be ſure to do this, 
though at the ſame time they are lolicited, 
and inclined very different ways, and have 
in their Eye and Intention many other pro- 
jects, which are ready to oppoſe, and jultle 
Out Ours ? 

Anſ. Yes, for when there are many acvice; 
'n 4 man s heart, neverthele/s the conrſe! of the 
Lord, or that device among them all which 
God eſpoules, i: Hall ftzzd, Prov. 19. 21. 
And therefore in any matters, which God 
loves and eſpouſes, let no good Men de- 
{pond , becaute of the inſtability and un- 
Catledaeks or becaule of the number, in- 
tereft, or oppoliteneſs of other Counlels, 
whereby he is exerciſed, who has the dil- 
poſal of them. For God can quickly alter 
bis mealures, and turn his deliberations as 
he will, and fix the determination where 


he pleales. 

nf. If we cannot have the favour of 
Men, but by the gift 2nd bleſſing of God, 
muſt noe this reach us never to commit any | 
lin to pleaſe Men, nor do the leaſt offence 
ro him, in hopes thereby to ingratiate our Fe 
ſelves with them, either to gain their favour, 
cr to keep and retain it - O 4 fr 
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Anxſ. Yes, it muſt teach us this. For tt 
we fall out with God, he can quickly fpoil 
our crecit, and favour with Men too. But 
if we keep favour with him, by holding 
punctually to well-doing, he rules the hearts 
of all Men, and can either preſerve us in 
their fayour, or protect us from their dil- 
pleature. Nay, in a!l likelihood, he both 
can, and will, not only continue to us our 
old Fiiends, who mult needs (ſecretly ap- 
prove our upright dealmgs, though we 
comply not with their own private ends; 
but allo add more. For when a man; ways 
jicale the Lerd, Ie maketh eren his enemies to 
be at peace with kim, Prov. 16. 7. So that 
Nen mult never neglect their own duty, ot 
commit any {1n, to pleaſe great Perſons, or 
ty keep peace with their violent, or malici- 
ous Neighbours. Let them adhere ſtrictly 
to their duty, which will ſecure the favour 
of God : and then |1is Providence will add 
the favour of Men, where he ſees that will 
do them good, or make their lives compe- 
tently happy, and comfortable without it ; 
or however, make good the want thereof 
to them abundantly in another World. 

Lneſt. 1 fee 'tis Provicence that gives 
us Children, to recompence our cares, and 
perpetuate our memories, and ſucceſs to 
our honel(t labouts, and wealth, and ho- 
nour, and favour : and 1s it not the (ame 
Cod (til], that gives us both life, andhealth 
tf) Inoy chem : 


Arſ. 
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Anſ. Yes, for in him we live, move, and 
have exr being, At. 17.28. When be hides 
his face, all things are troubled: he takes away 
their breath, and they die, and are turned to 


their duſt, Pal. 104. 29. And for this we 


are not only thankfully ro own his gift, but 
ſince we every minute live upon him, we 
ought by all means continually to live 
to him, and not lay out our health, 
and ſtrength, in vice, or vanities. For 
whenſoever theſe are ſhamefally mil- ſpent, 
tis but for him to hold his hand, and we 
are in lickneſs, pains, or death the next mo- 
ment. 

neſt. If God is thus the giver, and the 
reſtorer of health, then, when Men are in 
ſickneſs , fervent Prayer is one ſtep to a 
cure. And when they ſend for a Phyſician, 
and follow his preſcriptions, they muſt look 


] up to God as well as to him, and truſt he 


will work their recovery, by what the 
n_— or _ : 

Anſ. Yes, they mult depend on him as 
the chief Phyſician. Men mult not 
ſume God will work without means, whi 
were to put him to work Miracles. But 
when they have uſed the likelieſt means, 
and taken the beſt ways they can, they 
muſt perfe& all by Prayer and ce 
on Goc, hoping he will give a Bleſling to 
them. The Prayer of che Miniſter, as 
well as the preſcription of the Doctor, is 
2 proper means to recover ag infirm, or 


rects 
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rects any that are ſick, tO ſend for the elders 
of the Charch, that they may pray ever him, 
Jam. 5. 14. 

Dnefl. From what you have ſaid, tis 
p:ain that God's Providence allots for us 
all the good things of this life. Andis it 
not he too, that orders for us all Spiritual 
advantages; not. only virtuous endow- 
ments, but alſo ail outward means and op- 
portunitics ot \ i:tue and Religion, which 
mult fit us fo 2 better life - 

Anſ. Yes, motit certainly. And there- 

fore, as we mult th.unkfully injoy , and 
make the beſt ule we can of thoſe means, 
and opportunities God has given us: lo, 
when they are meaner, tince they are of 
his ordering, we mult keep his way, and 
do no evil thing, particularly not break the 
Ode and Unity of the Church, to fnd 
Letrer, 
'- nel, 1 (ce God vs the giver of every 
vo od thing, and therefore we mult own 
al, that comes well to us any way, as his 
Gift and Bleſſing. 

{- Yes, both when we receive, and 
=> Often as we (peak of them. We thould 
ot forget to thank God on all good oc- 
currences, though coming to us from ſeem- 
ing accidents, or the hands of our Neigh- 
hours. Nor ſhould we forget to do the 
ſame, on all relations of them unto ©- 
t1iers3 but in ſpeaking of any Bleſſings, 
or comfori2ble Enjoyments, think a 1e- 
1098 Grd Lethanked, mnt leemly and ſavory 
4 2; Pious Perſons mourhs, Leſt. 
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Lnef. But as God's Providence orders 
for us all good events, doth he likewiſe or- 
der for us all evil ones? 

Anſ. Yes, whether thoſe that come upon 
us by accident, or by ill Men, that are ci- 
cher private to our ſelves, or publick and 
common to the whole Church or Nation. 
Ont of the month of the moſt high, proceeaeth 
wot evil, ard good? [Lam. 3. 38. And /hat 
there be evil in 4 city, ard tre Lord hath not 
dene it ? Amos 3.6. 

neſt, When our Friends die, is that 
chrough Providence, and doth God take 
chem 

Arſ. Yes, abeit they are (natched away 
untimely by evil accidents, whuch, though 
caſual to us, are foreleen and ordered b 
him. In his hand are life and death , (© 
that whenſoever our Friends die, lie calls 
them. Andthis muſt teach us paticutly to 
bear their loſs; yea, moreover, to truſt 
him to make up the want of them ſome 
other ways, though their life ſeemed nor 
only very uſeful, but almoſt neceſlary to 
us. For let our Friends be as uſeful, as 
they will; chey are only his inſtruments 
Ie is he that gives them, both the inclina- 
tion, the $kill, and the opporcunity to help 
us. And he, that ſupplied us by them, 
can ſupply us without them : he can, when 
he pleaſes, raiſe up others, or put us into 
a way and capacity to provide tor out 
ſelves. So that no Perſon can be Friend 
leſs, but is rich in Friends, he - 
**1T61NC 
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Friend of God, and is unde: a good Provi” 
dence. And one of the ſurelt ways to 
make him a Friend, when others are gone, 
iS tO truſt him. 

Dnxeft. This is (atisfattory, as to the lols, 
bur oh! the misfortune of the time. For 
they were taken away jult then, when we 
promiſed our ſelves moſt pleaſure io them, 
which made us moſt delirous to keep, and 
loth to part with them. 

Arſ. If we believe, that a moſt Wiſe 
God took them, in all modeſty we ſhould 
beliere roo, that hs knows what are the 
moſt convenient , and fitteſt Seaſons, for 
triends to part 1n. 

Oneft. | ſee when God takes a Friend 
from us, we muſt ſubmit, and truſt him. 
ut doth it not fhew he is angry with 
us, When he tears a Friend from our 
Itdes ? 

Anſ. No, perhaps, it is only becauſe he 
iS pleaſed with them, and would take them 
ro himſelf. And we ought not to judge 
he hates us, for loving thoſe that we 
iu0Ve. 

Lneſt, When we ſuffer by miſchances, 
or 1ll accidents, in our Bodies, or Goods, 
are thoſe ſufferings from Providence ? 

Anxſ. Yes, it not only foreſees, but times 
che evils to be ready when we are in the 
x2y, and orders, and directs them for us. 
If the les fall againſt us, when 'tis caff iro 
rhe lap, the whele diſpoſal thereof is from the 
lord, Prov. 16. 33. If 8 Man is oor 

tally 
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tally maimed, or mwrdered, 'tis chance- mee 
ly and accident in him that hurt, or flew 
him, but deſign in God, who, ſays the 
Scriptare \n this cale, de/lirered the man inte 
his hand, Exod. 21. 1;. And thus muſt 
reach Men in all unlucky chances, and un- 
fortunate accidents. not to vent themſelves 
:n wrath and foolith paſſon , againſt the 
;mmediate occaſions , whether inanimate 
things that could not, or undefigning Per- 
{ons that did not intend any 11! co chem 
but to look up to God, with humility and 
patience under what they feel, and thank- 
fulnels for all they have eſcaped. For in 
him only the evil accident was deſign ; and 
againſt Haag who juſtly can, or dare com 
plain ? 

neſt. This is well as to unfortunate ac 
cidents. Bur what if our hopes or happi- 
neſs are damped , or our maladies made 
worſe, yea, perhaps, irremediable, by grol; 
lceCleſne(s,or ugkindnefs and hard-hearted 
nels, or other exaſperating faultinels or 
over-{ights, of our ſeeming Friends, or Ser- 
vants, or others that ate concerned about 
us? "Tis ealter to bear, when we are mace 
miſerable by God's Providencez but ir 
grates bard when their faultinels makes us 
lo, of whom we might well expect beter 
things? 

Anſ. Though they ate the aftors, God's 
Providence is the orderer of theſe mit- 
fortunes : which there{ore are to be unde:r- 
gone with the ſame patence. For as 7 
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c00d Wit or Husband, fo a wiſe and good 
Se;vant, or Friend, is Gods gift. And 
when God chaſtiſes and (mites us, by ſuch 
zS are rxalper atingly unkind, or milchie- 
vouſly c: re! eſs, we muſt own 11s Juſtice 
in their neglects, and ſubmit to them as we 
COLO a Diſeate, that is, reckon then amon 
that burden, or thare of ſuffering , Which 
God has allotted for us 1n this life. 

Ore/t. Is it Providence {til}, rhat lENCs 
Th any c rofles, and obſtructions, 111 Our Ce- 
(1205 and { butinels ? 

- Yes, thoſe croſſes come from him, 
tO excicile our Faith, where he approves 
of our purluits; or to Ciſappoint and put 
1s bv, where he ciflikes them. And this 
1:uſt teach us patience, as ofren as we meet 
with them. 

reſt, Tis enough, indeed, to (top all 
complants, that any thing 1s of his doing. 
Fut can you fay moteover, that thele 
crolles are for ends both ot Grace, and 
Wildom : 

Ar. Yes, to all thoſe that love him. It 
ley core to defeat their projects, they 
tha!l fee ar laſt that is in favour to them: 

or if only to backen them, that 15, but to 

reſpi ire them for a more advantageous u- 
ive it a hitter ſeaſon ; nay, perhaps, thele 
"oy ming backners, wi!l at laſt appear the 

{t promoters to help them on. If Men 

| have Patience till all 1s cone, their 
rt oſtes and mifadventures vi 1 appear molt 


C ercerly, proper, and beautiful! in their time, 
i hen 
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| when they have ſeen on to the end of the 
chain, and viewed the whole frame and 
dependance of God's orderigg. And there- 
fore upon any crols occurrences, Men muſt 
not be haſty in judging, to diſcourage anc. 
dilcontent their hearts: but wait God's 
rime with Patience, Hope, and implicite 
Faith, ti!! the end of things diſcovers his 
moſt Wile, and Gracious Purpole. 

Oueſt. Pur what if in the height of our 
hopes, and probabilities, ſome crols acci- 
dent ſtarts up, that is like to break all our 
meaſures ? 

Anſ. If God fees good to make our 
{ hopes take place, he can make our croſles 
carty on our defires to advantage. For 
| cis his Pterogative to bring /ight ont of dark- 
eſs, ro make ule of weak things 9 wor /t 
the ſtrong, and f fooliſh things to contouna the 
wiſc, 1 Cor. 1. 27. And he has declared. 
| that ai things ſhall work together for good, 19 
thoſe that love God, Rom. 8. 28. Bur then 
* they muſt commit their caſe to his conduct, 
4nd truſt him with ir. 
| - Breſt. Dur the evil accident happens ar 
' that very time, which of all others ſeems 

moſt unſealonable , and fit to pull down 

21] ehey have been {o long a building 

up - 

Anſ/. Though it doth, to God the ea(1- 
1els of accomplithing his Gracious Purt- Pp 
poſes, is {ti}l the ſame. Ir only gets him 
ihe greater Glory, in making the croſleſt 
vents (erve ſuch turns, as are beſide all 

expectation. 
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expectation, and he chuſes to work by ſuch 


improbable means, to ſhew his overruling 
Wiſdom. What, in appearance, could be 
worle timed , than the diflenſion of Pasl 
and Barzabas, two chief Miniſters, in an 
Infant-Church. Yet this God turned to 
the furtherance of the Goſpel, by dividing 
them, like two great Streams, for the wa- 
rering of more Countries ; Pax! going through 
Syria and Cilicia, and Barnabas io C Jprow, Act. 
I5. 39, 40, 41. And therefore we mult 
never be immoderately troubled . or de- 
jected, at private, or ee milchances, 
falling out moſt unſealonably to croſs our 
hopes, either for our particular Intereſts, 
or for Gods Holy Church. For when 
God is ingaged for us, he over- rules, as 
the greate(t evils, ſo the croſle(t teafons 
r00 to ſerve his own purpole. 

Oneft, Sicknels, loſs of friends, and 
croſles and miſchances, that could not be 
foreſeen, I (ee plainly are the Hand of God. 
But when we (ſuffer from 11] Men, are thoſe 
evils alſo of God's (ending ? 

Anſ. Yes, for the wicked are God's ſword, 
Pſal. 17.13. He over-rules the moſt trou- 
bleſom, and ungodly Men, to ſerve his own 
turn : the Lord hath made,or dilpoled af thing; 
for himſelf, yea, even the wicked for the day of 
evil, that is, to vent themſelves there, where 
he ſees fit to (end evil, Prov. 16. 4. 


are his inſtruments, whereby he either ex- 
erciſes our patience, or corrects our diſobe 
Gicnce. 


Queſt 
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Aneft. If 'tis God that afflits us by 
them, and they are but as a Rod or Inſtru- 
ment 1n his Hand; when they deſign co 
ver, and hurt us, he can pur 4 their de- 
gn? 

Anxſ. Yes, and often doth; as he put by 
Abimelech from committing wickedne/s, by 2 
terrifying dream, Gen. 20. 3,6. and Phir.tok, 
by ſending great plagues npon him, Gen. 1:. 
17. His Providence can at any time 
throw in their way a diſcouraging realon, 
a diverting fear, an inward relenting, or 
expoſe ſome other object co their hurtful 
paſſion, and divert it from him it fixed hilt 
upon. Even the beart of kings, t1ys Solomen, 
who, having no Superiours here , {zem 
moſt of all Fefe co their own wills, arc in 
Gods band to derive into any channze:s or 
' courſes, 4s the rivers of water are in tlic 
Husbandman's, to bring them ove: hat 
part of his Ground he pieates, Po. 21, 4. 
whereof we have abundant initance>, bot!: 
in Holy Scriptore, and Experience. 

2neft. And when they are fuliy fixed to 
do us hurt, yet ſince they are under 11s co: 
duRt and direction, iet them delve, and 
endeavour it as much as they will, they 
cannot do us any hurt before his time - 

Anſ. That is very right. And this was 
plain in the wicked Jews, who, though th cv 
lought with all cheir might to 4:4 C:-:,! 
yet either he ſecretly withdrew time”, 50 Hs 
very point of time, when 745 72.07 12 lay 
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hands on him, Luke 4. 29, 30. or the officer: 
hearts relented, who were ſext to apprebend 
him, John 7. 32, 44, 45, 45. or they were 
providentially ſtruck with a ſtartling fer, 
that rhe People, who held him for 4 Prophet, 
would riſe upon them, Matth.z 1. 46. Some 
thing, or other, ſtood always ready to 
put them by, becauſe his hour was not yet 
come, John 7. 30. But when God's own 
time drew on, his Providence, which was 
a Wall of Braſs about him before, laid 
him open to their ſpite, and then they 
wrought their wills upon him: this is your 
bour, and the power of darkneſs, Luke 23. 5 3. 
And fo it was alſoin febs caſe, Whilſt 
God ſet an hedge about him, no could 
annoy him: and till God had faid, «4 be 
has is in thine hand, Satan himſelf could not 
bring his miſchievous inſtruments, the S- 
beans, and Chaldeans upon him , fob 1. 10, 
32,386,407, 

Lueft, And when that time is come, can 
they exceed his bounds, or afflic further 
than he has allowed them ? : 

Anſ. No; for though the Jews, to in- 
creale Chriſt's pain, deligned to break ki: 
legs, as well as the Legs of the other Male- 
factors, as be huns wpon the croſs : yet, by the 
ſpeedinels of his death , God prevented 
them, to falfil the Scriptare, which ſaith, 4 
bone of kim [hall not be broker, John I9. 33, 
4% And when the Coimmhians were tull 


of fears, and apprehenſive of great trials, 
9. Paul 
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S. Paul tells them, God 5; faithful, and wil 
net ſuffer you to be tempted above what ye are 
able, but will make « way to eſcape (0 much of 
| the temptation, as would prove over-hard 
for you, 1 Cor. 10.13, And this has been 
the general experience of God's Servants, 
who, as S. Pas! ſpeaks , might be rronbled 
on every fide, but not diffreſſed ;, perplexed, but 
not in deſpair; perſecuted, but not forſaken; 
caft down, but not deſtrozed, 2 Cor. 4. 8, 9. 
2nzeft. And as God ſtints the mealure, 
as well as appoints the ſeaſon, doth he alſo 
tix the and duration of our ſufferings 
| from evil Men? 
| Av. Yes, that isnot left to their malice, 
but as ſoon as our ſufferings have accom- 
pliſhed God's ends, he will take care to 
| alter the counſels, and courſe of things. 
The Lord knoweth bow to deliver the godly ons 
of temptation, and to reſerve the wuſt to the 4 
day of judgment to be prniſbed, 2 Pet. 2. 9g. And 
in proportioning this continuance, he uſes 
great care, and tenderneſs to his Servants, 
that their ſufferings may nor outlaſt their 
patience, or wear out their hope in him. 
The rod of the wicked ſhall not reff, or make 
2 fixt abode, and ſtay too long »pen the /or 
of the righteens, left it put them upon deſpe- 
rate counſels, and the righteoxs put forth their 
hands nto iniquity, Plal. 125. 3. 
Baeft, If wicked Men are thus an in- 'y 
ſtrument in God's Hand, then whatever , 
evils we ſuffer from them, we muſt noc 
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look only at the immediate actors, but ſee 
beyoud them to Almighty God, and own 
t 1 ng dence. 
' Yes, and that will not only teach 

us to pleate him, and to apply our ſelves 
co lim for redreſs; bue teach us patience 
too, becauſe how undeſerved ſoever they 
may be from cthers, yet we have deferved 
a thouſand t. tines worle at his hands. Let 
lim cre, (iys Datid of wiched Shimei, and 
would return n0 11! again, fo y by Lard hath 
bidaen him, 2 Sam. 16. 10, 11, and / was 
dumb, and eperea mor my ag, becauſe tho 
didſs it Plal. 2 9, G, NAY, It will teach us wil- 
linpnels in fubmiſſon. For be the Cup 
untoothlome,and bitter as Gall and Worm. 
wood : yet he is both «wr Ged, and owr Fa- 
*cr, that offers it, and we ſhould not ſu- 
ſrect any Iu:t, in what comes from his 
Iiand. Tie cp, which my Father hath given 
we, hail net ari:k «1? (aid our Bleſſed 
of the unparallelled injuries he ſuffered 
je/m 18, 11. 

©neft, Bur if, when Men wickedly at- 
fict us, you tay, God ſends theſe aMiRtions; 
will it not excuſe them to ſay, God gives 
them ſucceſs againſt us, and they follow 
Providence ? 

Arſ. No, in no wiſe. For God doth 
not excite , of tempt them to 1njure vs. 
But when they are injurious of themſelves, 
his Providence fets us in their way, that 


ther wickedneſs may (pencil it (e! vpon 
US, 
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us, to exerciſe our Faith and Patience, ot 
to chaſtiſe our diſobedience. So that they 
are accountable for their own wickednels, 
and when will be wicked, all he doth 
is to over-rule it to ſerve his own deſigns: 
as he did in the murder of our Blefled Sa- 
viour, which he #rdered for the Salvation of 
the World, though the /ews flew him by 
wicked bands, Aft. 2. 2: When we (uffer 
by other Mens fins, God, who punithes us 
by them, will punith chem for \ wewg as ls 
declared of the Allvrian, the 64 of has LEDGE 
ration, Iſ.10.5, 12,17. an as all wicked Slar- 
derers, Oppreſlors, 1l;ieves, Rebels, and 
Murderers, ſhall tind co their colt in the 
end. Ictis not acting fucceisfuily, but 21- 
ng according t» our Duty , whicl will 
juſtifie what we do, when God comes to 
judge us. 

©neft, But if 'tis Providence, that ſends 
wicked and violent Oppretlors, lince it is 
the Patron of Juſtice, as well as the Cha- 
ſtiſer of Undutifulne!s ſure Ged will nar 
continue to ſuch Men the Power t'» 6ppteſs 
always ? 

Anſ. No; the more vio.-nt and boi- 
ſterous any wicked Oppreſlor is, the looner 
will his Power fail him. and {pen it («&!f. 
The wicked Oppreflor, lays Selomen, p.1{'+ 1 + 
a whirl-wind, which may for a while ttor11 
cerribly, and bluſter, but is quickly ov«r, 
Prey, 10. 25, The rea of his axver ſhi! fair; 
that is, the Might, or even the Authority 
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whereby he ſcourges , ſhall noe bear him 
out, Or erve him in unjuſt violence : 
bur by abuſing Power, he ſhall ſoon loſe 
ic, and then reap that trouble he has juſtly 
deſerved, Prev. 22.8. And therefore when 
any are oppreſſed by Potent Neighbours, 
or Men of Violence , they may ſupport 
themſelves to think, that God ſees al] 
their wrongs, and in due time will give 
them eaſe. 
| Qneft, 1 (ee, thoſe evils, which befal our 
{elves in our own particulars, are the allot- 
ment of Providence. But if there be any 
miſcarriages of State and Government, 
muſt the le look upon theſe too to be 
of God's gg 
Anſ. Yes, and generally as a puniſhment 
for the wickedneſs, and provocations of a 
Nation. Fer the tranſgreſſions of a land, ma- 
ny ave the princes thereof, Prov. 28. 2, And 
through 1he anger of the Lord being tindled 
apainft ]/rae!, God moved Daria, that IS, lefr 


.;on. tim to be won by * Sate» moving him, t- 


number the people, 2 Sam. 24. 1, So that in 
any publick miſcarriages, we mult not ſpend 
cur tclves in exclaiming againſt Miniſters 
of State, and the Inſtruments concerned 
therein : bur look up to the Juſtice of Al- 
mighty God, and refle& with patience, and 
penitent hearts, upon our own ſins, which 
are punithed in them. 

 2L»eft. Bur muſt we think God's Provi- 
2nce duects and diſpoſes, when Publick 
Aﬀait 


| 
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Affairs are moſt tumultuary and iraguler, 
eps © 


_= ſeem to ſhew forth feweſt footſt 
? 
| Anſ. Yes, the Lord reigns, though the 
ple tremble conruliive and difira 


Qing fears; be ſitteth berween the chernbims, 
theugh the earth be moved with the violence 
of ſtirs and tumules, P/aim gg. 1. And this 
muſt ſupport all good Men in the moſt 
'} dangerous, and di times, becauſe 
'/ even then they are ſtill under God, and are 
; not at the Mercy of all the ill chances and 
” threatning evils, that fly round about them, 

which, how looſe ſoever they may ſeem to 
| fy abroad, are yet all bound up in God's 


Onef. If 'tis God, that ſends all che(e 
evils, then whenſoever any of them threa- 
cen and hang over us, we muſt look up 
' to him, and have Faith in his Provt- 


Anſ. Yes, and that too, though we (ſeem 
reduced almaſt to irremediable extremi:- 
ties. For God loves to delay deliverance 
to the laſt, that our Faith dependance, 
may be more ly tried; and then 


' (hows himſelf neareſt to us, when we have 


no more hope left in our ſelves, or in any 
humane means. Thus he appeared no: 
tO ſave Iſaac's life, till Abraham's hand wa: 
ſtretched oxt tO take it away, Gen, 22. 1o, 
11. And then God comes as a pre/ent help, 
wien we are in the very rime of need, 

P 4 Pialm & 
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Plalm 46. 1. & Heb. 4. 16. He chuſes 
the time of our diſtrets, ro give us a more 
affecting ſenſe of our deliverance. And 
then roo he often works it, by thoſe very 
things, which ſeen not only unprofitable, 
but oppolite, and apt to hinder-it : that no 
part of the honour of it may go to hu» 
inane means, but that the whole of it may 
be atcribed eo himſelf. 

Oueſt, You have thown that God or- 
Gets 2!) thole 11] events, which crofs acci- 
Gents, Or i!l Men bring upon us. But what 
tiy you to thoſe, which we bring upon 
our ſelves, by our own grols faults, or 
follics* Muſt they be aſcribed to God's 
I 'rovidenice? 

Ar, No; lis S:\.men taxes in fond (in- 
ers. that when the fcoliſhneſs of man per- 
rerictlh His watt, and he falls becauſe he 1s 
Lrerar', 0: rail and haſty with his feet: yet 
for all wWis, ki heart fretteth againſt the 1 ord, 
as if nor his own pare folly, but God had 
brought him to it, Prev. 19. 2, 3. The 
molt Holy God forbids all our faults, and 
r moſt Wite God cilclaims a!l our fol- 
ics, Which we muſt nor aſcribe to him, 
tt t2ke tO our feives. As ail Perlons 
nut co. vie ther throw away them- 
{feives in foolith Maurtiaget, or throw awa 
their I-4t.ice by extravagance, and foojith 


Pro,ccts, Or are any v'her ways ele Cirect 


Avthors of ther own milert's, which 
ties brivp epon thenite.es by gong _ 
To 
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his will, either in ſuch ins as he forbids, or 
in ſach follies as he difapproves. When 
our calamities are thus of our own ſeeking, 
we muſt not remove the blame from off 
our ſclves by caſting it on God, and ſay 
they are of his ſending, Sy nr thew, as the 


| wiſe ſen of Sirach moſt piouſly and juſtly 


Cautions, it is rhrowgh the Lord that [ fell a- 
wa); fer than eughteff net to do the things, that 
he hateth, Say not then, he hath cauſed me to 


' err: for be hath no need of the ſinſwt man, Ec- 


cluſ. IF. I, 12. 

«eſt, By this I perceive, when any 
Perſons have made a fooliſh Marriage, or 
otherwiſe done fooliſhly for themlelves ; 
you would not have them ſay, as too or- 
dinarily they do, that ſuch match was made 
in Heaven, and is what God had decreed 
ior them. 

A{. No, by no means. For that is on- 
ly ro make God accountable for their faults. 
And is it fic, when they are athamed of a 
thing, to lay it upon God to excuſe them- 


ſelves? God bids no Man do fooliſhly, or 


wickedly; nor tempts him to it. Let mo 
man ſay, when he u« tempted, / am tempred of 
Goa, For 'j/:a cannot be tempted with evil, 
veither death he tempt any man, James 1. I 3. 

Pnef. But doth God no way allot theſe 
ſor us ? 

Anſ. Yes, lie allots the miteries as a 
puniſhment, atrer we have been (o faulty, 
or foolith: bu. le doth not allot that foo- 


liſh ® 
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liſh miſcarriage, whereby we bring the mi- 
ſery upon our heads. God is not the 
Author, either of the (ins, or follies of 
Men, being in himſelf all Holineſs, and 
Wiſdom. What is well done by us, we 
mulſt aſcribe ro him, bur all that is ill, we 
muſt take to our own ſelves. 

Left. Bur is he not ſometimes con- 
cerned in ſending Mens faults and follies 
too, as well as the miſeries, in puniſhment 
of former provocations? For when Men 
have been great ſinners, he is oft provoked, 
35 you noted above, to withdraw his Grace 
in juſt Judgment, and leave them to them- 
ſelves, whence they fall ſtill into more 
folly, and wickednels. 

An. Yes, by way of puniſhment, God 
ſometimes gives Men up thus to fin, and 
folly. Not that he tempts, or inclines Men, 
ro oh an or wicked, as I ſaid: 
but that, w they are throughly prepa- 
red of themſelves to be (o, in hus Ln Judg- 
-nent he withdraws his abuſed e, the 
-011tinuance whereof mighe help to pre- 
vent it, and leaves them to themſelves, and 
the incitation of evil Spirits, as I have be- 
tore declared. 

Dneft. So that if any Perſons would a- 
({cribe any ſhare in their miſcarriages to 
God, it muſt only be in owning his Juſtice, 
and taking ſhame to themſelves, confeſſing 


|  Righteouſly gave them up co them, in 
."1nithment of former {ins ? 


t/ 


Of God's Providence. 


Anfſ, Yes. 

Queff. You have inſtanced in fooliſh 
Marriages: and I ſee we muſt noe impute 
them to Deſtiny, and God's irreſiſtible De- 
crees, which is only a throwing the blame 
on God to clear our ſelves. do noe 
| you think , that the Providence of God, 


which numbers even the Hairs of our 

Heads, is more than ordinanly concerned 

-/ in making Marriages, which are an affair of 
. higheſt importance? 

Axſ. 1 make no doubt of it. Howſes, and 


ence or- 
It 15 NOC 


Praiſe when beſtow themſelves wiſe- ? 
ly, and blame when they do fooliſhly. 4 
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Qneff. As for all the ations, which we 
60 on, | perceive we muſt believe that 


God obſerves them. And as for all the 
good or ill events, which we meet with, 
we mult believe be orders and allots them 
for us, and be accordingly affeted with 
them 2 

Anſ, Yes, and that is walking before God, 
as Abraham was bid to do, Gen. 17.1. and 
owning Providence, which is the ground 

f ail Religion, and the great Character 
{l:ough all the Scriptares of good Men : 
2nd is not only the perfection of four affet;- 
on , and ſervice to Almighty God; but 
the only ground of ſolid comtort and tran- 
quiility of mind, under all the various ac- 
cidents of this World. 

Dneft. I; this Great, and Good God, 
that made, and (till preſerves, and carefully 
provides for us, not only our Friend, but 
allo eur Father ? 

Anſ. Yes, he is the Father of our Lard 
Zeſus Chrift, and, for his ſake, he is our Fa- 
ver t00, And fo he has taught us to call 
him, and pray, Our Father which art in Hea- 
YON, OX... 

Quejc. What mult this teach us? 

Anſ. Not only to take the ſreedom of 
accels, and the confidence; but withal to 
pay the Reverence, and dutiful Obedience 
of Chiidren, Jr [be a father, where is mine 
+--r-4r > Mal. 1. 6, To imitate the ways 
virtues of or Heavenly Father, and 

Curt 
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turn followers of God 45 dear children, Eph. A 
1. this being a Natural Fruit of Spiritual, 
as it uſually is of Secular Relation. Ir 
muſt engender noble thoughts and purſuits, 
wo: thy of this high Alliance, and not (ut- 
fer us to debaſe our ſelves, and dithonoui 
our Race, by ſinking into ſenſuality, or do- 
ting on, and _—_ up with any vain and 
peryhing goods of this life. la fumm, it 
muſt cauſe us tv depend on him, with trutit 
and afhancez to receive what he ſends, 
with ſubmiſhon, and cheerſulnefs, and an 
Opinion that ic proceeds from kindnels : 
with other ſuch like, which are filial ten:- 
pers. 

Dneft, And this God, and Father, tht 
Creed lays, 1s Almighty,2nd the maber of He a- 
ven and Farth. 

Anſ. Yes, that is added, and is next in 
courle to be explained 
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CH AF, I. 
Of God's Almightineſs. 


The Contents. 


God's Almightineſ; implies, 1. God's Might and 
Strength to effeft all things, Viz. all that are 
the objeft of any Power, And that are not 
repugnant to his own Nature, The exerting 
this Power creates God no labeer. He can 
do, whatſoever any things of the World can 

« This an encouragement to all generous 

Enterprizes, And to build on Providence, e- 

q ſpecially where we have a Promiſe, The va- 
lue and acceptance of this truſt, in «4 ſeem- 

ingly moſt improbable caſe. And whatſoever 


any thirgs of the World are inclined, or wont 
ſs 


. 
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ts do, be can binder them from doing. Thu 
alſo a ground of truſt in God, And to keep 
us in any diſtreſs, from flying to unlawful aids. 
How God will uſe this Power, 2, His Sove- 
reignty and Power, to command, and order 
all things, This includes, 1. Empire, a4 4 
Sovereign Ruler, What things God may com- 
mand, The mwnalterableneſs of ſome com- 
mands, 2. Dominion, as 4 Sovereign Pro- 
prietor, In what caſes God allets good and 
if, out of his Power of Prerogative, not ac- 
cording to Mens pre-diſpoſutions. Where he 
diſpenſes Arbitrarily, he doth it always mo 
Wiſely, and Reaſonabl. Saving Grace 
allots, net in way of Arbitrary Prerogative, 
but according to Covenant Rules, And Hea- 
ven and Hell, in w al Trials, A 
brief account of the Reftitude of God s Na- 
ture, which limits his Sovereign Wil, from 
the Scriptures, Thu Sovereign Lord and 
Proprietor an All-ſufficient, ſo no ſelfiſh Be- 
ins, Several good nſes of Gods Sovereign 
Dominion, God s Majeſty and Almightineſs, 
muſt beget fear and reverence. 


Rueftion. Tz E Almighty Power of God, 
15 one thing particularly pro- 
ſeſled in the Creed, and when God would 


'| give a Character of himſelf, he told Abra- 


ham he was the Almiphty God, Gen. 17. 1. 


* Is this Artribute of {© great account, that 
* in (o ſhort. a Summary it ſhould be fin- 


gled out, and particularly mentioned ? 
47, ® 
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Arſ. Yes, for fince God has an Almigh- 
ty Power over all, all muſt fear and (ub- 
mit to him. Since he is able to do all 
things, his Friends and Servants have cauſe 
ro truſt in hun, and depend on him, and 
in all their wants to feek and addreſs to 
him for convenient ſupplies. So that his 
Almighty Power, is a main ground of all 
Religious Service, of Fear, and Faith, or 
T:ulit in God, and all Devotion. 

©Oneft. What is meant by God's Al- 
mightinels? 

Arſ. Two things : 1. That he has Might 
and Strength, to effect and do. And, 
z, That he has Sovereignty and Power, to 
command and order all things. 

6h Has God all Might an4 Strength, 
co eftect and do a!l things ? 

Anſ. Yes, a:! that are the object of any 
Power, and all that are not repugnant to 
his own Natute. He made ail this World, 
and can at his Will make more; and »:«- 
thing ſhall be impoſſible with Ged, Luke 1. 


37. 

Que, Why do you (ay all that are the 
object of any Power ? 

Anſ Becauſe contradictions are the ob- 
ject of no Power: and though an Almigh- 


ty Arm mult be ſufficient for one part of 


them, as who, by his bare Word, can at his 
Will ſpeak all chings, either out of, or in- 
to nothing; yet it is NO Way CONCernesd 9 
fu;ti) both at the fame tune. Thus 1s it 
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Eminution to the Power of God, that it 
cannot make twice tivo ceale to be four, 
or that which is paſt not to have been, or 
one and the ſame Body to be at once in 
many and fur ditiant places, and yet under 
ali ehis multiplicity to be bur one, becaulz 
they all imply a contradi-tion , that is, 
that a thing thouid be 111cv hat, and 
withal cli.it ic thould nut be it, at the 
ſam? tune. 


Anet, Fn.i why do you add y 
that are nut RKepugnant to l43 own Ny 
ture ? 


Arſ. Becauſe, as God's powe: 1s whaite, 
{oe is every other Attrioute, and one nuit 
not deſtroy, or wearvi: invther, but all 
muſt conliſt rogeriier. 1 vs, though, as 
Chriſt (aid, te Grud all thin: 're priſivie, Mace). 
19, 26 yet, as St. Paul (ai'ly, :s is ;mpoſſitie . 
for God to le, Hl. 6. 13. He cannot 
be ſick, or weary, or f{leepy. He cann: 
be unjuſt, or cruel, or unfaithful, or deligl:t 
in ill. or be ignorant of any thing, or change 
any of his excellencies, or ceale to be him 
ſelf, or make ocher Gods belides himte:1, 
or be any other ways imperfect, more than 
he can be weak and impotent. The pro- 
perties, and perfections of the Divine Na- 
ture, are unalterable by the Divine Poer : 
and it is no more a matter of God's Po:ver, 
to hinder himſelf from being Pure, or Juſt, 
Q or 
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or Good; than it is in the power of the 
Yun, to 1&ſtrain it (ſelf from yiving Light; 
or of the Fire, from piving heat; or 
iny other thing, from doing what 15 natu- 
ral, and necellary io it. Whatſoever the 
Divine Pleaſure cin will, that the Di- 
vine Power can execute: but Gods Will 
that cont: ou's 41] things ele, doth never 
_—_— is OWn Nature, but is always 
ſuited to, and ruled by it. 


Daeſt. And when Gol exeits this Pow- 
erin in doing things, Cot!) it create Tum any 
l1bou: 2nd pan So 


. No, he makes, or unmakes every 
a with a baie woera of 114 ”.onth, as he 
did at the Creation. Wer, indeed, are 1m: 
perfect Natu: es and acti\ity fpends our 
Powers; and tie things we 0 to alter and 

act upon, are ſtubborn in ticking tO thelr 
dun Natures, and make reli{tance : on 
whi et acci unts, our acti:ig cauſe trouble 
and wWearinels. But @!l tings obey every 
[NCNALON, and tendency of God, with an 
tire tubmiſton 3 and lus Power is Abſo- 
Le and Inhnite, (0 that if he Goth but 
1.1 any thing , immeciately it Is done. 
A:d the: elore It iS a Vain fancy, and igno- 
rant c« 1m7p;ement of the Epicurens of 
01d, and of all the Enemies of Providence 
mn later times, who would exciude God 
£1) the Infpettion, Ord ito, and Govern- 
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ment of the World, in prerence thereby 
to ſecure his eaſe and (elt-enjoyment, and 
to keep back trouble and toil from him. 


Oyeſt. Can God do , whatſoever any 
things in the World can do ? 


Anſ. Yes, for he gave them all their Pow- 
er of doing it. And retaining (till the ſame 
Power in himſelf, which he communica- 
red to them, 5 he ordinarily doth things 
by them, ſo, when he pleaſes, can he do 
che lame without them. Thus can he pre- 
ſerve Life without Meat, as he did to At 
ſecs, Elias, and our Saviour Chriſt, 1n heir 
forty days faſty and reitore Healt!, without 
the help of Phyiick ; and give Children 
ro thoſe who are paſt Child-bearing, as he 
did to Sarah; and make» a Maid a Mother 
without che help of a Father, as in, the G& 
neration of our Sa-i9wr;, and give us Bo- 
dies without all help of Parents, as he did 
aut of the duſt of the earth at hrſt to Adam, 
and as he wil do at Jalt to all in the gexer«/ 
Reſurrett ion, 


neſt, What mult this teach us? 


Anſ. Not only to believe him i» thoſe 
Articles of Religion, which tvem li-rdelt 
in Nature to be broug'it ro pals, as C'”ift's 
being beyn of @ virgin, 4nd the gereral velnr- 
rect;9n + but allo to take heart and courage 
CEY 


- 3d 
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In a1 honeſt and prudent enterprizes, anc 
not ludoeny wo celt, or celpair of tuc- 


ceſs, tinough the number, and greati.els of 


CiHCOUropenients, All vituous, publick, 
and generous undertakings, are both ac- 
cept. ble and honoutabie tt God, and fo 
more like to bave a fur I'ricnd of Provi 
cence. And when God eſpouſes any 
cauſe , though there be little probability, 
and preparation for it in Natural appea- 
rance, yet Will it (urely come to pals, 
lice he has the Power ard Probability 
of ail his Creatutesin Juinicif. 


Oreff Indeed, Nen (o backed, mult 
needs (peed deligus, whete there are ſewer 
vitible preparations, arid tind tucceſs be 
\ M3d d, PEUTaNTeS 


\) es, and te e proſpect of that ani- 
mated the Ap:2c to go on couragioully 
in «err the 17.4, 7 Attempt ;impoſh- 
e112 luman wcgmene, And all fn: 

ent, and .Yf.aers 1nthies, to fer on any 

Pris Reformat -- 11 evil times, and do 
":1E \V (); fo BOOdG ' L210! ell E17 \\ Il 'S. And 

al loneſt Ni'en, whole caule was good, 

ind dear to God, to hope lie would (tand 
by it, and tefto:e it, even when they ſaw 
it reduced to the laſt extremities. In lumm, 
44 LICentious LHMes, It Has :eretofore, and 
mult 11 lfreng vthen AMaci/{rmtes in afert- 
ing Lans and "Juſtice; and Miniflers, in 
Preaching 
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preaching down prevailing errors,and reign- 
ing vices; and all Peilick Spirits, 10 purſu- 
ing Pious, or Charitable Projects z and a'! 
Goed Men, in (uppo; ting the opprefled, un 
curbing vice, 11 breaking wicked cuſtoms, 
in ſetting on any great hunour of God, or 
good Mn, un xk. ſeveral ſtations. They 
mult not haſtily rink they thall not be 
able to effect, v!1at thry have cauſe to 
hope GoJ wiil let forward: but believe, 
as S. Paxl (aid, that they cm do all things, 
through Chriſt ſtrengthening them, Pinil, 4. 13. 
But then their hope aud confidence mult 
ſtill be fixed in GJ, not in themſelves, 0: 
out ward aids: and when they go to meet 
dithculties, it muſt be as David did to 
meet Goliah, only in the Name << the Lord 
of hoft;, 1 Sam. 17. 45. 


Queſt, Muſt this conſideration, of God's 
having in him the Power of ail his C:ca 
tures, teach us any thing ele? 


Arſ. Yes, to truſt his Providence for 
the ſupply of any wants, eſpecially where 
he has given us any Word and Promiſe. 
Nay, then to hold on truſting. even in the 


moſt deſtitute caſes, and againſt al) prova- 


bilities. For all things, even the hardeſt 
and moſt improbable, are equally eafje un- 
ro God, fo that nothing muſt ſeem impro- 
bable , which he declares he will bring 
ibour When Faith and Truſt is in Man 
-& or 
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or any Earthiy thing, it is ruled by proba- 
bility. But when it isin a Power Almigþ- 
ty, it makes no difference of likely , or 
unlikely. As Abraham's Faith did nor, 
when he believed God s Promiſe to ſend 
him a ſon, thoug|1 at that time, both Sarah, 
and he, were too old in courſe of Na- 
ture to have one: and to make that Son a 
numerous ſeed, which he hrmly believed 2t 
the ſame time he was conimanded to offe: 
him up, and (0 could have ne Son byhinz, 


unleſs he were hrſt reſtored to him from 
the dead. 


Dneft, This, udeed, thows a high e 
ſteem, and conhdence in God, to rehe up- 
on his Word when there 1s not the leaſt 
ſign of its taking «ffe@t, but things looks, 
as if there were no way for it to be &t- 
lected. 


A»/. Yes, lo it doth. And therefore a- 
mong ali acts of Religion, there is none 
that doth more endear Men to God. This 
our Father Abraham found, it bein upon 
this account , that he became fo dear to 
God, as to be caked the friewd of God, Jam. 
2.23. and the father cf the jaits,ful, Rom. 4. 
11. 16. and that k:s beſem thould be made 
the recepracic of the bleſlec, Luke 16. 22. 
t or Lis Faith, ſaith the Apeft /c, above all his 
Other Virtues, war imputed to Lim for righte- 
s/reſs, Rom. 4. *. 9. Ang among a.l his 
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2&ts of Faith, thoſe God was pleaſed to 
unpute to him, as the inoft notable, whict) 
were thown in thele two dithcuit inſtances. 
He flaggered met at the unlikelihood of his 
having a ſon, but was fully perſuaaed , toat 
what God had promiſcd, be wa: able to perform 

and therefore , (aiti\ 5. Paul, it was imputed 
wnto him for righteouſneſs, ROM. 4. 19, 20,21, 
22, And when he offered Iſarc his ſon npon 
the altar, (ays S. famer, then the Scripture 
was fulfilled, which ſaith , Abrah.um believed 
God, and it was imputed to him for righteouſ- 
neſs: and he was called the friend of God, Jam. 
2, 21,23. Such is the exttaordinary Va- 
lue, and recompence, of crulting God in a 
ſceming] 
cale, where 'tis viſibly put to a pulh of 
Omnipotence to make good his Promule. 


Deſt, 1 fee God can do, whatloevet 
any things in the World can do. But can 
he alſo Finder any things in the Wo. ld, 
from doing whatſoever they are naturally 
bent, or woat to do ? 


Anſ. Yes, for as by him they were all 
made, fo, as the Apof/c * ſays, in him they 
ſtill ſabj##, and wove, and operate: and 
therefore whenſoever he pleales to (utpend, 
or withdraw their Power, they have nv 
longer uſe of ir. 


Q 4 4 


molt improbable, and deſperate 


Thus the | fire could nor tÞ4 
conſume, nor finge Shadrach, Aeſhach, and ?7* 


Abednego , nor the * hungry L' ons faſten On _ 


” ACC. 17. 
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Exc 2 « the Prop, et Daniel; nor the * renemorns Bealk 


SS. 


| ſting the Hr Aprſtle 5 nor the f drſtrogine 

-ngel touch an [lire 4 nor the * Plagne, Or 
Peflilexce, or other coutagious Dileale, in- 
fe&t or leize the P/almiff; nor the f withed 
fews act their ſpite on our Seviowr Chriſt; 
nor the * Infernal Spirits touch 7ob, or try 
his Patience , whilſt God was pleaſed to 
withhold them. He tuirends the Opera- 
tions of a!! burtful Cirexures, evil Men, 
znd wicked Spirirs. at his Will : fo thac 
they invade no Pe: (011, and act at no rime, 
but only when, ana 1o far as he allows 
them. 


DQuef?, Ana whit muſt this teach us? 


/. Not haltiy to conciude any Cate 
Fat Men Jelperate, and Inc: ipable ot 
ure, or eaſe. Fur when dangers, or Gila- 
fiers, from the moſt hurtful things, or Per- 
fons, threaten moſt, 'tis but for God to 
Iterpoſe , _ eir\e; vivert , Or luſpend 
tir power, and then the moſt herce and 
Tmichevous things become tame and Hatm- 
Iels, ard the Ow ©$s from them lictle, or 
none at all, And thus he 15 wont ro unter- 
pole for good Mea: reſcuing them, as he 
did Holy Pra frequently, out of the ve- 
ry jaws of Deih; and ſaving them , as 
| @ Cid S. Paul, atter * aa the ſentence of 
'n *:mlt .A SS OT. ( 
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Def. Burt what if we are at the laſt 
extremities * muſt we hope (till, when e- 
vil is faſtning upon us, or at the very 
door ? 


Arſe. Yes, if we have any expreſs pro- 
miſe of deliverance: for God, as I noted 
formerly, never forgets his Word, though 
ſometimes he may delay the performance 
of it to the laſt. Or, if we have an ex- 
preſs command for the work, wherein the 
danger meets us, as 5. Peter had for Commpg 
to Chriſt pon the water, For {ince Ckrift 
bid him do the thing, he thould have hoped 
ro the end that he would ſtand by him 
and therefore was rebuked for doubting and 
Baggering in Faith, though it were when the 
wind was boiſtroma, ready ro bury him in e- 
very Wave, and he already began ro fink, 
Matth. 14. 29, 30, 31. Or, laſtly, if we 
have no other claim for relief, but only 
from God's Providence, whoſe Protection 
we may generally prelume on in his own 
ways, and in purſuit of all good and pru- 
dent enterprizes : 25 our Lord intimates, 
when he rebukes rhe Apoſtles far want of 
Faith in fearing Shipwracl: , though they nei- 
ther had any particular command to Sail, 
nor expreſs promiſe of a (ate Voyage, but 
were to ground this Faith on being under 
lis Protetion, and going on lawful Er- 
rands, fatth, $, 34, 25,26. God very com- 
monly 
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mon.y (uffters good Mens dangers, which 

at laſt he def1gns ro remove, to go on firſt 

to the greateſt extremities, that their Faith 
2nd Iruſt may paſs through a more full 
trial, and 11[uſtrious exerciſe. 


weft. Mult it teach us any thing elſe ? 


An/. Yes, S«condly, in no caſe to forſake 
God, and fly to any Foreign and unlawful 
Aids. For it we (tick to him, this over- 
ruling Power, when things are at the worſt, 
can with a Word put all the evil by, and 
reſcue us. And if we forlake him, he can 
as ealily turn that Power againſt us, and 
make us fall by our own ſuccours. For as 
this Almighty Arm, 1s able to bring all 
things about for us 3 ſo, when it pleaſes, 
can it allo bring them about againſt us, in 
Ipite &f all :0babilities. 


Queft. This 13 4 ſtupencious height of 


Power: how will God employ it? 


In making good all his Promiles, 
and exccuting a!{ his Threatnings, heaping 
Favour; on his Friends and faithful Ser. 
vants, and Judgments on his Enemies. 
Yo that all Holy Men (hall caſte the (weet- 
nels of it, in endearing Providences in this 
\Vorld, as 7acsh, foſeph, David, and the 
P-:, 1.6, and pious Men of old did: and 
i1 G.0;19us, «nd enliels Rewards in che 

next. 
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next. And wicked Men (hall fecl the 


- ſmart of it, in all the croſſes, and penal in- 
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flitions of this Life, and in the everlaſting 
torments of the Life ro come. 


Bnecſt, If this irrefiſtible Power , were 
not to be thus jultly, and _— uſed, 
though we ſhould baſely fear and dread, 
yet Id we not love and value him that 
14s If, 


Axſ. No, for nothing is {o hateful, as 
power in the hands of malice, which makes 


' us have ſuch an utter hatred of the powers 


1 of darkneſs. And this muſt teach all am- 


bitious Men, never to covet; and all Po- 


| rent Men, never to employ their Power, 


to oppreſs, or tyrannize, to accommplith un- 
lawfal Luſts, or to work their wills 0n 0- 
thers. But only to encourage Virtue, and 
reward it, to protect che innocent, relieve 
the oppreſſed , curb the vicious, or ſome 
way or other to do good with it. 


Qaeft, Another Branch of God's Al- 
mightine(s, you ſaid, is his Sovereignty and 
Power, to command, and order all things. 
What mean you by God's Sovereignty ? 


Anſ. His Supreme Authoricy, being ac- 
countable to none, but having Power to 
order, and injoyn all things, as ſeemeth fir- 
telt to his own Wildom., 

Qreſt 
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2:4, What doth this imply ? 


Anſ. Two things : both Empire, that is, |, « 
a Power to injoyn and command as a Ru: \ t, 
lers and Dominion, that 15, a Power to al- F 
;0t and diſpoſe as a Proprietor. God may 
give any Comma and exact them of 
any Perſons, as an abſolute Governour : t 
and make any diſtributions of Things, or F 
3!lotment of States and Conditions, as an 
2blolute Lord and Proprietor. And he is 
Sovereign in both theſe, being bound to 
pleaſe none, but only to order as ſeems | 
beſt to himſelf. | 


Oneff, Doth God exerciſe over the 
World a Sovereign Empire ? 


_—— vw - x 


An, Yes, all other Rulers, as the Apo- 
qe lays, are but his miniſters, Rom. 1 3. 4. 
but he ſtil! keeps the controlling Power, 
and the Reins of Government in his own 
Hinds, being the bleſſed, and only Potentate, 
King of kings, and Lord of lords, 1 Tim. 6. 
I5. He hath prepared his throne mm heaven, 
and bis kingdom raleth over all, Plalm 103. 
19. And this Empire he exerciſes, in gi- 
ving and exatting all Commands , and 
guiding and directing all A@ions , and | 
rurns in the \World, as he pleaſes. 
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2uet Has God an abſolute, and unli- 


mited Power, to command all things ? 


An. Yes, all that his Creatures, by lis 
Grace, are capable of doing ;z and ai! thur 
is moft Holy, and Perfect Nature, is c2- 
pabie of injoyning. 


Cueji, Why do you lay, all his C rez 
tures, by his Grace, are capable of d» 
ing - 


Anſ, Becauſe his mcſt juſt, and equir: 
le Government, cannot impole an inpot- 


| ſible thing. His Laws, mdeed, might be im- 
| poſſible to us, conſidered naked in our own 


{trength, bur not as conlider'd under thoſe 
athſtances, and chat ſtrevgth, which he is 
ready to afford us. He doth not reap 
where he has not ſown, and whatloeve: 
his Laws require, his Spiric will aſſiſt Men 
[O perform, His commanamerts are wot grie- 
vers, 1 John =O and /:, yoke 15 eaſie, ani 
its burden light, Matth. 11. 39. 


2neft. Why do you add allo, all that 
his moſt Holy, and Perfect Nature, is ca- 
pable of injoyning ? 


Anſ. To ſhew he doth not give Con 
mands out of unlimited Will, and Arbt- 
trarineſs ; but doth all according to unalter- 
able Principles of Goodneſs, and Juſtice. 
He 
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He may command whatſoever he will: 
but then he cannot will all that we may 
fancy, but only all that is like himſelf, 5. e. 
a!l that is Wiſe, and Good. He never 
Wills againſt the Perfection of his Nature, 
becauſe he will do it. 


Qwe/t. I perceive then, that God having 
commanded Holineſs, and Juſtice , and 
Me: citulneſs, and Truth, and Faithfulneſs, 
and the like, which are Iis own Natural 
Perfections, there is no poſhbility of his 
reverling theſes Commands to thew unl! 
mitednel(s of Wil, and commanding their 
COMraries. 


An. No; in commanding theſe Virtues, 
he only commands us to be like himſelf : 
to be hily as be is holy, perfel! in kindnels as 
he 1; perfett, 2s the * Scripture {ays. And 
being Tranſctipts of his own Perfe&ions, 
theſe Virtues are a limitation to his Will, 
and whilſt be is himſelf, he can never will 
them to be otherwiſe. Indeed , it 15 his 
Comm:nd, which makes tlzm become du- 
tics to us, and inſtances of our obedience : 
bur that, which made him command them, 
was the Goodneſs they had antecedent to 
his Command , as being D:aughts of his 
own Perfe:tions. He wi'ied them , be- 
cauſe they were Good, an] like himſelf. 
And he being uncliangeable, they muſt be 
always like 11;37. 2nd upon har 2ccount he 
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muſt always will them ; whence they are 
aid to be duties of Effentia!, and Eternal 
Goodnets and Obligation. 


Queſt, Doth God exercile this Empue 
allo in guiding, 2nd directing all Actions, 
and Tutns in the World, as he pleaſes? 


Anſ. Yes. he dith acceraing to his mill in 
the army of heauen, and among the inhabitants 
of the earth and rore can ſtay his hand, or ſay 
wnto bim, 114; azeft thou? as Nebuchadneszar 
molt jult'y acknowlecyed , when he 7e- 
turned to / ;mſelf, Dan. 4. 35» He prelides 
in all Councils, and directs, and over-rules 
all Actions and Events. / form the /ight, 
and create darkneſ;, ] make peace, ard create 
evil : I the Lord do all theſe things, [{aiah 45. 
7. And this Adminiſtration of things, is 
called his Providence, which has already 
been diſcourſed of. 


Qweſt, Has God alſo a Sovereign Do- 
minion, to diſpoſe of all things, and allot 
all cheir different ſtates and conditious, as 
a Supreme Proprietor ? 


Anſ. Yes, his Hand made all things, be- 
ſtowing upon them both rhe ns 
ſhip and the Materials, and his Power (ti! 
Pones them, and all this for what uſes 
ie pleaſes. Thou haft created all things, and 
for thy pleaſure they are, and wire created, 
Rev. 
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Rev. 4. 11. As the cl) 1; 51 the petters hand, 
re form it into a Vellel eicher honourable, or 
bate, /o are ye in my h.md, ſaith the Lord, 
] er. 48. 6. The heaven i; his, and the heaven 
of heavens, Deur. 10. 14. the earth, and «ll 
the fulneſs thereof ,, the world, and they that 
dwelt therein, Plal. 24. 1. And being thus 
abſolute, and univerſal a Proprietor , he 
places and alters, grants and reſumes all 
things at pleaſure. Anq when he takes away, 
lays /ob, who can hinder him, or ſay unto him, 
What act theu? Jobg.12:. 


Qeft, 1 (ee that all the good and evil, 
both of this World, and of the next, are in 
God's Hand, to allot as he flees tit. Doth 
he allot them according to any rules, and 
in recompence of Mens prediſpol1itions : 
or Arbitrarily, out of Sovereign Will, ac- 
cording as he pleales ? 


A" In allotting the principal things, 
particularly the Eternal pains and pleaſures 
of another life, and, in general, all rewards 
and puniſhments, he has graciouſly bound- 
ed 1s own unlimited Power, by Laws and 
Compacts. But as for all good and evil 
things, which are not under Promiſes or 
(Covenants, he diſpenſez them Arbitrarily, 
as he fees tit. And as thoſe allotments of 
good and evil, which he makes in recom- 
pence to Mens Deeds , and according t9 
the Cirection of His own Laws and Pro- 
miles, 
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miſes, may be called the Legs! Diffribati- 
; ons, and Covenant-Juſtice : fo may thoſe, 
wherein he has not limited himſelf by any 
ſuch Contracts, be called the Prerogative 
Power, and Arbitrary Will of this Almighty 
Potentate. 


Bneft. In what things doth God a with 
us, out of his Power of Prerogative , allot- 
ting or evil things, ax of life, 
according to his own unlimited Will, and 
not according to Mens qualities and pre- 
diſpoſi 


1100s? 

Af. 1 do not ſay he acts conſtantly (o: 
bur oft-times he doth. 

I. In allocting Mens different ſtate, and 
worldly circumſtances: as that one ſhould 
be bern of Noble Parents,to great Fortunes, 
or honourable Employments, with a well- 


ſhaped healthy Body , or pregnant parts ; 
— ſhould b born mean, or (er- 
vile, or ſickly, or mis-ſhaped, or poor, or 
fooliſh. Thus, when the 7ews asked the 
reaſon of a man's being born blind, whether 
for his parents fin, or his ewn; Our Saviour 
told them there was no need for that, to 
ſeek out for ſuch precedent deſert, either 
in him, or them, but 'cis enough to (ay ic 
Was, that the works of God might be made ma- 

wiſeft in hiw, John yg. 2, 3. 
2. In allotting cheir different outward 
helps for Religion, and Spiritual oppo. ca- 
R ties 3 
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nities 3 #5 that one ſhould be born of Chri- 
tlian Parents , trained up in an Orthodox 
Belief, and pure Worſhip, in the Eyes of 
good Examples , and under the care of 
Skilful Paſtors; and that another ſhould 
be deprived of ſome, or, p8haps, of all 
theſe. Thus, the difference, both in Secs- 
lar, and Eceleſiaſftical Priviledges, which God 
put between the Jews and Edewites, ( the 
elder ſerving the younger, nOL being intended, 
or verified of facob and Eſass Perſons, 
{aceb rather ves Eſa, than Eſas him, 
Ger, 33. 3. but of their Poſterities, of whom 
Ged exprefly ſpeaks it , when he firſt de- 
clared it to Rebekah, Gen. 25. 23. and to 
—_ A . op aw: wy a w 3 Pam 
Cites tis pallage, appiy it, I. 2, 
z ) this difference, (ays the Apeftle, way 
3n allotment out of Ged's Sovereign Wi, 
2nd not out of their precedent deſerts; God 
declaring that to Rebekkah, while the children 
were yet wnborn, and had neither done good 
»er ill, to prepare them for this diſcrimi- 
nation, Rem. 9g. 11, 12, 13. Theſe diffe- 
rent allorments, of National Sow 
0 fews above Eadomites , and afterwar 

as he * there notes, to Geniiles above 


fews : when the few: Vere caſt off , and 


the Gentiles taken into the Church in their 
Place, Was no wnrighteonſneſs in God , who 
tath mercy on whom he will have mercy, verſe 
F..-.I4; 
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of Grace to N__ or 
ing more reſpite Or- 
offenders, than he 
, Whom he ſtrikes with a 
, curting them off, ic 
ir very firſt attempts. Thus 
Pherach, and ſtill raifng him up 
new trial after namerous re- 
aw aſcribes to God's Sovereign 
ty, mercy on whom he will have me! 

c, R 17 


In allotting 
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che mat- 
ter, but, taking both ot of the ſame /wnp, 
out of his own will and pleaſure , Rem. 
9. 21. 


Hf But in theſe allotments, where 
* God dif Arbitrarily, doth he nor 
always diſpenſe Wiſely, _ Reaſonably ? 

2 An". 
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Anſ. Yes, moſt certainly. Mans will 
15 too oft a blind , precipitate reſolution. 
But God's Will is never without Reaſon, 
and the higheſt Counſel directs him, where 
he ſeems moſt Arbitrary in acting. He 
works all things, according to the counſel of his 
en will, Eph. 1. 11. that he is (aid to 
2 out of Will, not as if he did noe Will 
upon good Reaſon, but becauſe that Rea- 
ſon is not his being directed fo by any of 
his Laws or Covenants, or to recompence 
any pre diſpoſitions of his Creatures. 'Tis 
Arbitrary, becauſe uncovenanted, and left 
to himſelf. But whatſoever is left to him, 
15 ſure to be managed with the higheſt E- 
quity, Wiſdom, and Goodnefſ:, as will ap- 
pear to all, when we ſhall be let in to be- 
hold the Counſel of God's attings. 


Lneft. Doth God uſe this Prerogatve- 
Power, in allotting Saving Grace, fo that 
one ſhall have the help of his Spirit in a 

ood way, and another ſhall be denied it, 
though he ſeeks it earneſtly and ſincerely, 
only becauſe God pleaſes? 


An/. No, this is under Promiſes and 
Compadts, and is to be diſpenſed and mea- 
{ured out to Men, according to their rea- 
cdinels to comply with, and their care to 
(eek, and make uſe of it. 7f amy man lack 
wi/dom, let him azkh of God, whe giveth to all 
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men hberally, Jam. 1. 5. God will give the 
holy ſpirit to theſe that ark, him, Luke 11.13. 

to every one that hath, that is, improves 
his talents, ſhall be given, Matth. 25. 29. Theſc 
are the Covenant-Rules, for allotting Sa- 
ving Graces. 


Ozeft. Or doth he ule it in allotting Hea- 
ven and Hell, and diſpenſing Eternal Re- 
wards and Puniſhmeats? 


Anſ. No, theſe are not given in way of 
Arbitrary Diſpenſations, but of Legal Tri- 
als. Art the laſt day, mens muſt all appear be- 
fore Chriſt , to receive according to what they 
have done in the bedy , whether it be good, or 
bad, 2 Cor. F. 16. they muſt a4 be judged 


according to their works, Rev. 20.12, 13. 


Qaeft. So that no Man who lives 11], 
muſt think that God, to (hew his Sove- 
reignty, may fave him if he will; nor any 
Man, that lives well, fear leſt God, to 
ſhew his Sovereignty , may damn him if 
he wills nor if Nan Perſon ſeriouſly ſets 
himſelf to be good , muſt he harbour any 
jealouſie of Prerogative-Power, and Ar- 
decrees againſt him, whereby he 
be ſbut out from that Grace, which 
is neceſlary to help him to be (o. 


Anxſ. No, there were not the leaſt dan- 
ger of that, had we nothing elſe co truſt, 
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to, but the abſolute Holineſs, Juſtice, and 
Goodneſs, of the Divine Nature. Bur 
moreover, in theſe moſt im e diſpo- 
fals, God as not out of Arbitrary, un- 
limited Power, but as he has made him- 
ſelf a Legal, Covenanting Governour 
chat þ SR pleaſed to rule the World 
by Laws and Compact, and will diſtri- 
_ hy gy accordi 
to them. that in g any 
theſe from him, we muſt not have recourſe 
to any fancied ſecret Decrees, but only 
to revealed Promiſes , and Covenant-De- 
clarations. And _ dl _ _— 
ance on the bad, = oy oO 
of God, to all that ſincerely and careful- 
ly ſeek or by FEEE to —_ fu 
COMPEences, ſaith S. 7obn, Ged is juſt, 1 John 
1. 9. And in relation to e aſh- 
2nces, faith S. Pasl, Ged i: faithful, 1 Cor. 
10.1;. And in relation to both, ſaith he 
heir Wil and name 
, not abſolute Wi - 
tive-Arbitrarineſs, but Moral Honeſty and 
Covenant- Juſtice, the ground of Mens ex- 
pectation from him in theſe matters. 


Qweſt. You have ſeveral times menti- 
oned the rectxude of God's Nature, as 
well as the voluntary addition of his Laws 
and Compadts, for the limitation of his 
Sovereign Will and Power. nas the 

ivine 


Of God's Almightineſs. 


Divine Nature you lave particularly ex- 

lained before: but [ ſhould be glad to 
\wws 2 brief account, of his ways and 
eemper, from the Holy Scriprare. 


Asſ. Thus they repreſent him. The ts 
janpoſſible for God 16 lie, Heb. 6. 18. that be 
is faithſml, and cannot deny himſelf, 2 Tim. 2. 
13. He is of purrer ever, than to beheld iniqui- 
ty, Hab. 1. 13. he hates all worker: of it, 
PlalmF.5. He cannot be tempted with evil, 
ner tempt any man to it, JameS1.13. A# 
his ways are judgment , 4 God of Truth, and 
withom iniquity, juft and right is ke, Deur. 
32.4. He regardeth not perſons, nor tatet! 
rewards, Devt.-10.17, He loveth righteouſ- 
neſs, and beholdeth the upright, Plalm 11. 7. 
He is merciful, and gracions, long ſuffering, 
and abundant in goodneſs and truth, beeping 
mercy for thouſands, Exod. 34. 6, 7. God 15 
love, 1 Joha 4. 8, 16. And as he will by 
we means Clear the gm!ry, Exod. 34+ 7. {o has 
he ne pleaſure in the death of the wicked, but 
that the wiched man tw fron his way, and 
live, Ezek. 33. 11. e are the Al- 
mighty Deities fixt, and immurable Ways, 

Principles, which he never thwarts, or 
contradicts, to (hew abſoluteneſs of Power 
and Wilfulneſs. 


Qzeft, If Almighty God is the Pro- 
prietor of all things, and can do what he 


pleaſes , he muſt All-ſufhcient 1 him- 
R 4 (cl! 
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ſelf, and need no acceſſons from any Bo- 
dy to his Happinels ? 


Anſ. So he is. Af goodneſs, ſaith De 
vid, extendeth not ts thee, Plalm 16, 2. He 
needs nothing, that any Creatures can of- 
fer to him; and if he did, he could ſu 
ply himſelf with them, fince all the Wor 
can preſent him with nothing , but what 
they have from him. 


Qneft. If we are ſo poor, that we can 
give, and he fo full , that he can receive 
nothing; 'tis plain he is no felfiih Be- 
ing , nor ſeeks any ſeparate Intereſts of 
= own, by any ſervices we are to pay 

im. 


An. Very true. His ends are only to 
communicate Happineſs, not to gain it. 
And this may ſhew Men how unneceſſary 
eheir (cruple 15s, who fear they are not (1n- 
cere in God's Service, if they ſeek there- 
by to benefit themſelves. For in that, 
their end is not different , but the ſame 
with his. They ſeek his Glory, in par- 
(uing their own crueſt 000. for in giving, 
no! _ it is , that he ſeeks to be 
£071hCd. 


0.et, What muſt God's Sovereignty 
1114 abſolute Dominion teach us? ' 


me An. 
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Asſ. Firſt , ſince all we poſleſs, is held 
him paſs any m_ 
, or any 
For ſince God 
never allows of ſuch, whoſoever come in- 
to Poſſeffions that way, have ne co 
or grant from him. So that whate 
hold, it is not by any Title of Rih 
Lawfol Claim, but only by unjuſt U 


pation. 


Qneft. What do we leam from this ab- 
ſolute inion beſides ? 


are apt to fancy all their own ak hea- 
vieſt, and _ own o__ _—_—— leaſt: Js 


God having 
— * Jer.18.6, 


one Rich, wy om Poor, as 
has, ext of the ſame lnwy, _ one _—— 21. 
to honoxr, and another to di 
needs be moſt rightfully diſpoſed. Tal 
moreover, lictle any of us injoy, in 
compariſon with others, yet is that 
wholly undeſerved; and * from the Gme 
bounty, which grants us our ſhare, any other 
Men have more, xr exo muſt not be evil, be- 
canſe God's is geed, Matth. 20,15. 

Left. 
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An. Yes , Thiral, 00 be content when 
he reſumes his own al For when 
things, he 


(elf. He 
ſo much as 
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Axſ. Yes, Fearthly, to uſe all his allec- 
ments to his Honour, whildhe pac 
fo us. He gates no Proguting, LH 


__ 


- : 
and Wit, nd Wealth, and ocher Tempo- 
ral advantages, being only Loans of God 
are to be Faithfully mains x and laid 
out, not ſlothfully neglected, waſted, em- 
bezelled, or abuſed. 


. Arewe to learn from it 
ef w it any thing 


Anſ. Yes, \. 0.30 humble 
think RO —_— ae our 24 


or Parts, 
wank Boron of Body gf ig 
vantages puff Men up with pride, and vain 
f and (elf-conceit , they arrogate 
all the bod honour and cls of 


Fifthly, 
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them to themſelves, as if they were Pro- 
prietors. But when they own them as 
God's Gifts, and Truſts, and themſelves 
25 holding them only during Pleaſure b 
uacertain Tenures , they will aſcribe 
CO Gam WR, ans ALE 

, re, Dependance, Thankful- 
nels. And withal, never inſult, or deride 
the want of them in others : remembri 
that he who moeckerh the poor, ( and the 
is the ſame in all other Natural Defects, or 
Calamities, ) reproacheth his Maker, who 
diſpoſed of him in that condition, as Sele- 
wen {ays Prov. 17.5. 


Qweft. By this I ſee God Almighty is an 
immenfly Great Being. How muſt the 
choughts of ſuch an irreſiſtible Might, and 
abſlute Sovereignty affe@t us ? 


Arſ. With the greateſt ſubmiſhon of 
Hamility, and Reverence. For ſuch im- 
menſe Greatneſs and Majeſty, ſhould ſtrike 
us with holy ſear and ſubmiſſion in the 
higheſt , every time we think, or 
ſpeak of this Great God, eſpecially in all 
as of Adoration and Worthip, which we 
pay to him Thou maſt fear this glorious, and 
fearful name , the Lard thh God, Deut. 28. 
58. He is the excellency of Jacob , Amos 8. 
7. the moſt high over all the earth, Plal. 83. 
18. 4 great God, a mighty, and terrible, Deut. 

10. 17, glorions in belineſs, fearful in pras/er, 
-, _ 
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dring wonders, Exod. 15. 11. Hol, and re 
verend i; bis name, Plalm 111. 9. 


Qneft, By this Almighty Power, as ca- 
ſie to believe God made the World. 


Auſ Yes, thereby in the beginning Ged 
created the heaven and the earth, Gen. 1. 1. 
And by the ſame Power he ſtill Governs 
and Preſerves it, as I have before ex- 
plained. 


The End of the Firſt Part. 


